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Mr. Henry Geakins, 
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4th, 169%, Aged 61. 
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With the Trial and Charatter of a 
Real Chriſtian, colleed out of 
his Papers, for the Examination} 
of himſelf: From which ſeveral 
other Particulars are added, for 
the In/truttion, Encouragement,and 
Imitation of Chriſtians. | 
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To my Reſpected Friends, 
Mrs. Haxxan GearinG, 

The Widow, 

«ww: 

Mrs. Mary Fiſher, 
Mrs. Elig. Billinghurſt,, 
Mrs. Ann Roberts, 

The Children of 


Mr. Hexnny Gearrno. 


Fen God hath taken amy 4 


of our holy Relations from 
, who were ready for the Heavenly 
A 2 Man” 
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=. The Dedication. 
"'J s oro ons, made meet for the Reſt 
:” +” Peace and Joy of the upper, bette 
== World, we: ſhould rejoice nm the Grad 
= IE * of God towards them: with Thank 
WT ps owning 'our Mercy, that the 
| E*. bived ſo long to. glorify God here 
| Z - and be nſe ful to us and others. 
{ =. would be very unreaſonable t 
| 2% lament their . Departure, out of an 
| UE: pretence' of ounltſfeFion to them, 
| ; And no leſs unkinc fot: Hte4 tha A 
*-- Af, our ſakes they ſhould"? not wes S 
A, died, +or © ſhould” return from - Pa i 
Fs 00 radie to our ft nful, troubleſo1 
*, orld. But we know they tha 
| =. "nor- come to us; - the ay W 
Q ener to meet them with C on 
ho Fre, .is to , remember their | 
4 hf ruftions, follow their, Counſels, an 
$- "amitate their Faith and Folineſ 
; thei r_ ity and Self- denial, a 
2A reftv 
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The Dedication. yY 
reſolved, . perſevermg - Obedience ta. 

te | | 2 +. ro _ | 
The Prayers and Pattern of ſuch; 
an Husband, and: of ſuch a Fa Al 
ther as yours, is a Bleſſing for © 

"TY which God expects your Praiſes. Ti: Y 
m the former Relation, it 14s $/ | 
joyed but a litle while ; long enoughy ©, -: 
however to make. you, Madam, bleſs: E 
gl <4 d unfeignedy Þ. 1 
'Y £ lite. Meaiaorc. 
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| To. you his Children 1 moſt ©: 
| earneſtly recommend . the f ollowmg SB 
ti Papers : God and Man will expeet 
ang Jour profiting by them more than + 
eff others. You know how much you _- 
<3 nay 


V1 The Dedication. 
were upop his Heart : 
bis Example and manner of Life, 


and how you ought to walk and | 
beau- | 
ry of Prattical Godlmefs exempli-| 
fied ; you know how 
was wont to wreſile with God in | 


pleaſe God: You have feen the Þ 


Prayer for Jou : you know with 
what aaily Pains and Care, Wiſdom, 


Kaithfulnefſs and Love he endeavon-. 


red your Salvation ; rejoicing in any 


good Succeſs thereof, but hardly able 
to ſupport under the Burden of the 


contrary Fears, as to any of thoſe | 
0 dread 4 


whom God had given him. 
to think that either of you, or 
any of yours, 
at the Day of 


rents ſhall be oun'd, honour d, and | 


you know | 


fervently be Þ 


ould meet him | 
Judgement, and be | 
rejeFzed of Chriſt among the Workers 
of Tniquity, when both your Pa-F 


rewar ded | | 
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The Dedication. Vil 


| rewarded among the Faithful, An 
| ordinary Hell will not be Puniſh- 


| ment enough for the Children of 


ſuch Parents, if you mifcarry, and 


| fall ſhort of Heaven ! 


But if you ſeek after God with 


| your whole Heart, deſiring to pleaſe 
| and ſerve him, who was the God 


of your Fathers for many Genera- 
tons ; if you are bumble and prayer- 


Fall, and prize the Bleſſmg of the 
Covenant, keep withim the Bond of 


| it, and mind the Duty of it ; your 


Way is prepared, your Acceptance 


ÞF is aſſured, there is a Proſpett of | 


more Grace and Conſolation for you 
and yours, as a double Bleſling 


| promiſed to the Childrens Children 


of ſuch as fear the Lord. That 


| you may experience this, and m or- 
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vii -The Dedication. 
'der to it, reſolve, that your Fa- 
thef's God ſhall be your God 


for ever and ever, is the hearty 


-Prayer of . 


Your AR Friend, 


.and Servant inthe Goſpel, 
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A SHORT 


AC CO By T 
Of the Holy L1re of 


Mr Henry Gearing, &C. 


F there be Joy in Heaven among the 
9 ( Angels, and the bleſſed Inhabitants 
Above, upon the Converſion of a 
Sinner ; we may reckon there is ſo from 
time to time, upon the Addition to their 
Nuinber of any iuch, who by the Grace 
of 'God are made meet for the Heavenly 
mn State, and Life. Among many others of 
{ latedeceaſed, Mr. #.G. was doubtleſs: 
very welcome Perſon. _ 
The too frequent Flattery 'of Funeral, 
” Orations, I know is a common: Objection, - 
' againſt ſpeaking or writing any thing of } 
" the Dead: becauſe many are commended, ' | 
* whoſe Names are written in the Duſt; and 6 
deſetve! to. periſh with their-own Dung., x 
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X A ſhort Account of 


Bur the Memory of the Juſt ſhall how- 
ever be bleſſed ; their Death is precious, 
and their Examples uſeful to all who knew 
them, and may be ſo to many others, It 
1s not, I confeſs, of every good Man or 
Woman that dieth, that we can ſpeak 
{ſuch things, as: we may to the juſt Com- 
mendation of ſome. Neither is it fit to 
Publiſh all the Good we can of every Bo- 
dy ; becauſe it may be they had ſome 
Blemiſhes that will make the other in- 
credible, or leflen its Uſe. But Perſons 
of eminent Grace and Holineſs, are the 
choiceſt Works of God, the richeſt Or- 
naments, the moſt precious Jewels, that 
can be ſhown: for the meaneſt Saint 1s 
incomparably more noble and honoura- 
ble than the greateſt Perſonages in the 
World, that are Slaves of Sin, and Enc- 
mies to God. But as one Star difiers 
trom another in Glory, there are ſome 
more lively Images cf God, and who 
better imitate the Pattern of Chrift ; 
ſome Veſlels of Mercy filled with Grace 
above their Fellows: Of iuch as theſe 
we ought to ſpeak, to the Glory of Di- 
vine Grace. There is an attractive In- 
fuence in their Pattern ; ſome good Sa- 
your and Impreſſion may be left by the 
ſerious. Peruſal of their Lives and Cha- 
Divers have dated their firſt 
Con- 


the Life of Mr. H. Gearing. x 
Converſion from reading, or hearing ſuch 
Relations. 

But as many an upright Cliriſtian, whoſe 
Funeral-Sermon I may be calPd to preach, 
will come far ſhort of the Spirit and 
Prafice of Mr. G. { I reſolve to ſpeak 
more ſparingly of the Dead in ſuch Diſ- 
courſes, leſt I raiſe the Expectation of 
the like, where I cannot conſcionably per- 
form it. And on the ſame account I for- 
bear the mention of ſome things which 
He deiired of me, and I complied with, 
becauſe I would not encourage others to 
deſire the like. 

I hope the publiſhing of ſuch Examples, 
may be one means to confute, or ſilence 
the Atheiſm of the preſent Age, as If 
there were no Reality in Religiou ; that It 
is meer Notion and Talk, or a Cover for 
Hypocriſy. - An exemplary viitble Piety 
1s proper to confute ſuch Cavils, baffle 
ſuch Prejudices, and convince the Minds 
of Men, and bring them ſecretly to wiſh 
that they themſelves were ſuch. It 1s 
certain, the un{utable Lives of thoſe who 
profeſs Religion, hath greatly ſtumbled 
and hardened many in their Profaneneſs : 
Some of no ordinary Parts or Education, 
under Convictions of Sin, and Fears of 
Hetl upon a Death-bed, have told me, 
that the wicked Lives of ſuchas pretended 
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xtt .* "A ſhort Account of 
to Religion,, had more hindered their 
Seriouſneſs than all the 


Quirks and þ 


Subtilties, or bold ' Attempts of ſuch as | 


would overthrow the Ops of Chri- 
ſtianity. 


Beſides, ſerious well- diſpoſed Chriſti- | 


ans will be encouraged by the Example 


and Commendation of ſuch, after whoſe 
Copy they delire to write. 
.God, there are not a few, even in this Age, 
of whoſe Exemplary Lives there are divers 
Paſlages hs to be Publiſhed : And tho it 
would be endleſs to write all their Lives, 


"Thanks be to 


yet now and then to ſet forth a bright 


Example may be of ſingular Advantage. 
-Such as knew this, or the other Perſon in 
particular, 
neſles of the Truth of ſeveral things re- 
lated, will be more apt - to be influenced 
: by ſuch an Account, than: by the like, or 
- greater things related of o thers, who have 
: been dead many Years ago, or their Lives 
, written by ſuch who never perſonally 
; were acquainted with them. 
. ſuch Examples we ſee- that ſtrict and ſe- 
iriops Religion: is. poſſible; and that If 
your Hearts-are ſet to pleaſe God, it is 
| not to be defpaired of. 


and were themſelves Wit- 


And by 


If I can. by 'the following Narrative, 


Excite any -to value and improve their 


bTime better, waexof he was;ſo very 
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the Life of Mr. H. Gearing. xitl 
choice and careful: If I can blow up.any 
} Coal of. that Divine Fervor and Zeal to 
as | God, that warm/d.. his.Heatt ; if I can 
i= | but provoke any to.mend their Pace, by 
- | .confidering how ſhort they come. of. what 
i- | he was, anddid, I ſhall think I did well to 
ic } PUB conn i» HS 
ſe | However, as:the Word of God deli- 
o | vered in the Holy Scriptures, and dif- 
e, | penſed in the Miniſtry. thereof, . hath di- 
's | vers and contrary Efte&ts.upon. different 
It Subjeas, from which God will raiſe his 
;, | ownGlory; fo will it be with this Re- 
t | lation. But if the Reader gain. no Ad- 
-, | vantage. by the. peruſing: of. it, he muſt 
n blame, himſelf for not .conſidering, and 
- | applying it with ſatable Reflettions, For 
f he. may here -find the:Deſcriptiqn. of .4 
1 | _ Real Chriſtian, a true Nathanicl, an Iſraclite 
» 


J HJ am not very ſolicitous to avow my 

3 = Integrity as to the Truth of every thing 
7 | related; becauſe, beſides what I have aſ- 
" | ſertedof him. from my. own Knowledg, 
all that have lived in his Family, and ma- 

ny others of his Acquaintance in this City, 

. will readily ſubſcribe to . the Truth: of |} 
{ the reſt: Tho the beſt Diſcoyery-of, him + 
. 1s what 1s tranſcribed from his own-Papers. | 
For who can know the inward State and 
Frame of another Man's Soul, but by his 
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X1V A ſhort Account of 
own Declaration of it ſome way or other ? 
It muſt be opened ſome way or other by 
himſelf, or it cannot be publiſhed and 
made known to others. The inmoſt Se- 
crets of a Mar's Heart towards God can- 
not be ſo well known by the ſtricteſt 
Obſervation of Other Men. 

What I have gathered out of his own 
Manuſcripts, is publiſhed without alter- 
ing any thing material in the Expreſſions; 
unleſs here and there one word, where 
the Phraſe was dark, or ſubject to Am- 
biguity. If in ſome things there ſeems 
not that Exactneſs which ſome Readers 
would deſire, it ought be conſidered, that 
there are other Readers to whom they 
may be more ſutable, who are not to be 
neglected. And as to his manner of 
expreſling of himſelf, you muſt remem- 
ber he was a plain Citizen, and one who 


had no need of a poliſtd Stile, or any 


Advantages to gain it. Beſides, what 
he wrote was only for the Comfort of 
h1s own Sonl; and, if he had any far- 


ther Eye, for the uſe of thoſe of his own 
Family ; whoſe Love and Regard to him 


might imprint deeper on their Minds 
and Hearts what was done by him, tho 
with leſs Accuracy, than by another 
Hand, | 


After 
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After all, I here pretend not to leſſen 
the Honour and Commendation of any 
other holy Perſons lately deceaſed, or of 
any ſuch yet living : tor, in ſubſtance, 
the Character of one will ſute the Hearts 
and Lives of all the reſt. But all up- 
right Chriſtians do not walk with God 
in their daily Courſe, as did this holy 
an, I may call him fo, tho I do not ſay 
he was perfe For a greater than he, 
Elias, was ſubject to like Paſſions and In- 
firmities with us. The beſt Saints on 
Earth are but imperfectly fanttified, their 
Knowledg is imperiec, their Love im- 
perfe&, their Self-denial imperfect ; they 
have Remainders of Corruption, and ac- 
cording to the different Temperament 
of their Bodies, Circumſtances and Con- 
ditions of Life, they are ſubject to many 
Weakneſſes, and are ſenſible of them. 
But the Grace they receive by conſtant 
Prayer, and Dependance, and the Care 
and WatchfulneG they are enabled 
to uſe over their Hearts, and Words, 
and Senſes, and againſt the occaſions of 
Sin, preſerves them from any great Tranſ- 
greſlions, and quickly recovers them from 
leſler ones, . 

I therefore hope I ſhall not be blamed, 
for not mentioning his Infirmities arid 
Failings, becauſe I know not how the 
| Reader's 
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Reader's Benefit and Advantage. would 
. be. thereby promoted : It hath beer ob- 
- ſerved to this purpoſe, that the Vertues, 
the Graces, the Perfections of our Bre- 
' thren ſet before our View, may be pro- 
per to nouriſh our Humility, ſuppreſs our 
Pride, and invite our Imitation : But to 
divulge their Faults would rather further 
. Our Security, and advance our Self-con- 
ceit. And as to this excellent Perſon, his 
' Watchfulneſs and Temperance, his De- 
votion and Diligence, his Morrtification 
. and Zeal for doing good, argued a. very 
_ great Purity of Mind and Heart ; and his 
. careful Improvement of his Time left 
little Vacancy for Temptation to fill up. 
. No very great Faults beſure could dwell I. 
"with ſuch ſtrict Examination of himſelf Þ- 
. every Gay, as he continued to uſe- till 
within four days of his Death. But that 
- being all written 2 Short-hand, what 
Might have been from thence added to 
+ his Character, or tranſcribed for the | 
' Imitation, or Inſtruction of others, is 
- wholly loſt. This in the general will be 
owned by thoſe who were beſt acquainted | 
with him, that, human” Infirmities and 


= * Imperfe&ions excepted; his Life was one 
+ eyen-Thread, of ſerious Godlineſs, from | 
*z- Morning to Night, from the beginning | 


+... of the Week, and Month, and Year, to 
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the Life of Mr. H. Gearing. xvil 
the end, in all Relations, in all Compa- 
nies, and in all Afﬀairs. _ 


He was born at Leachlad in Gloceſter- 
ſhire, and baptized there, March the 5th, 
An.1632. His Father, Mr.Henry Gearing, | 
was a Shop-keeper, or Mercer in that Town ; ll 
and, for bis extraordinary Prudence and \|\ 
Piety,reſpeded, honoured, and loved by Perſons ||: 
of all Perſwaſions, There are not wanting |\ 
thoſe now living, who can ſay of. the Fathers * | 

| 


Houſe, what ſeveral know to be true of the 
Son's, That. it was a Nurſery of Religion, || 
a litile Temple of God, and they thank God {| 
they were- ever...caſt- under that: Roof. It | 


exbe.of * one 
a Xx » ; $5 * "2 « AY 
= = > 8 7 FE Bl ACS" 
, "I. ”— » FS. ” q RY w 
_ # . | | ; = 
vw" % % bs. = . 
_— ”. >D, Yor 7 8 A 
> LY GS # 
Y 6 iT $7771 f1/ 
FI of * 


- SY "0 Ry % 
5 bY » 7] y - 
3 


-Mr. Gearing | ſerved his Apprenticeſhip + i 
| He in his younger Tears boarded in his Fa< || 
| thers Houſe at Leachlad, and reckons |! 
| the Example of his holy - Life to have been 
e a ſingular Bleſſing to bim in his Youth. 
1k Hts. pious Father died of a Conſumption, 
18 when. this Son. was about the Age of 
1 
) 


thirteen, As did bis UVnkle,. Mr. Simon 
Gearing, his Fathers elder | Brother, about 
{3x Years after. His Mother, Mrs. Ann 
Gearing. was.likewiſe an. eminent Chriſtian, 
and died at Ramsberry 1m Wiltſhire, 
; | ' January 


Xviii A ſhort Account of 


January the 8th, 1669, and. was there | 


buried, 


But to return to him of whom I am now 
further to ſpeak, It pleaſed God to begin ve- 
ry early with him, before he came to London, 
when he was about twelve or thirteen Tears 
old, God doth often ſo bleſs a good Educa- 
tion of Children , and would oftner do it, if 
Parents would be careful to do their Duty in 
this particular with Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs. 
There were ſuch Difcoveries, as I am informed, 
of his ferious Godlineſs in bis Youth, as were 
obſerved by many, ta the Admiration of the 
Grace-of God, He began betimes 30 ſeek 
after God and Chriſt - Theſe were bis beſt 
Days, and he comfortably found bim whom 
bis Soul loved. The Pleaſure, the Aduau- 
tage, the Succeſs and Comfort of Dewoteds 
neſs to God in our Youth, is beyond all Ex- 
preſſion. 


When he came to London, God diredea 
and ſettled him as an Apprentice wjth bis 
Couſin Mr. Joſhua Gearing, already men- 
tioned, where he had the Advantages of a 
Religious Family, and conſtantly attended 
the firiou, affetionate Miniſtry of Ar. Jer. 
Nalton, whoſe Name and Memory 15 ſtill 


precious with many in this City - God was 
pleaſed to bleſs bis Preaching to his eff ectual 


Conv - 
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Converſ1on, or rather to nouriſh and mcreaſe 
the Seeds of Grace planted before. Fe al- 
ways thought he could never ſpeak with Ho- 
nour and Afﬀettiom enough of Mr. Nalton, 
whom God had made ſo uſeful to his Soul - 
he would frequently, to his dying day, men- 
tion with what powerful Impreſſions on his 
Conſcience his Sermons were accompanied, 
how he thought himſelf in a Corner of Hea- 
ven under his Miniſtry ;, that he could many 
times have wiſhed to have gone diredly to 
Fleaven from the Place of Publick Worſhip , 
ſuch @ Preſence and Power of the Divine 
Spirit did attend the Goſpel- AMiniſtrations. 
Hay the Reſrdue of this Spirit be more plen- 
tifully poured out on the Miniſters of Chriſt 
in this City and Nation, for the like Effeds 
on the Souls of Men ! 


He hath often ſpoken and writ, how ſweet 
and advantagious a Seaſon for Religion the 
time of his Apprenticeſhip was : What Heg- 
venly Thoughts and Meditations he frequent = 
ly bad in the Shop, and bebind the Counter. 
He hath often profeſſed, that by reaſon of his 
Freedom at that time from Worldly Cares 
and Buſineſs, it was the beſt time he ever 
enjoyed for God and his Soul in his whole Life. 
He had then nothing e&lſc to do, but to ſerve 
God and fleaſe bis Maſter, who was the more 
pleaſed with him, for loving and tleaſing, and 
ſerving 
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E ſerving God, The Converſation he had in 
*- Heaven by Ejaculatory Prayer, while be 
*- followed bis Maſter's . Buſineſs, he hath often 
fe mce refleded on with Joy and Thanks, ſay- 

» he would not for all the World, but be 
Ws able to remember what he then enjoyed ; for he 
* © never had ſuch lively, comfortable, uninter- 
rupted Communion with God afterwards. Tho 
in his after-courſe he continued in this Evi- 
dence of a Heavenly Mind and Heart, fre- 
quently to lift up his Soul to God, whatever 
Buſmeſs he was about, and whatever Company 
be was in. He bath ſometimes owned, that 
he enjoyed as much. of God. in h1s Thoughts, 
while walking in the Streets, as 6 when be w was 
3 Spon bis Knees, - 1 —— 
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Kr 77 Ho "the World yrs; Doſe +90 much” 
of bis Heart .and Time; and bad almoſt re- 
ſolved to retire. into" the Country, to be out of 
the Danger . of - many "Temptations, and to 
have more Opportunities for Meditation and 
Prayer. But judging truly enough, that that 
was not the way to be uſeful in the World, 
Nor could he bring ſo much Glory to God 11 
&private retired Eife, as by ſettling in a Fa- 
mily and Calling, he accordingly did both. 
And choſe a ſutable Companion out of a Re- 


big10us Family, who deſired with him to make 
Religion 


* 


down in Short-hand ſome of the moſt material. 
Things of every Day relating to his Soul, as : > 


| des red every Night to lie down in. Expelta- 2\ | 
' tion of Death, and Preparation for it, tho. | 


” £ 


by - ourſe would be .of unſpeakable ne þ 
But Turge it nit upon all. It 1s  Juff ficient t 


and more remarkable Paſſag es-0f err 
108 pe Og. Þ Frme to record (Poe 0 ri OE 
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Religion her Buſjneſs ;, and God was after=. = 
wards Oy kind to bim 3 in the like Choice. © + 


It was his Cuſtom every Night to write F 


bis Mercies, his Sins, the Frame of bis Heart ©: 
in Duty, gracious Returns of Prayer, ſpecial *;\ 
Providences to himſelf, and others, &c. © He: 


he were Jn gerfe | Health - And throngh” the” 
Goodneſs of God,. he enjoyed an extraordi- * 
ary meaſure of it for many Years, $0 

' :that till a little before his -Death, I have- 

heard him ſay, that he had not been above. 

twice kept by Sickneſs from hearing a> Ser=- 
mon on the Lord 5-Day, for the pace of - 
Forty Years. 
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To thoſe Chriſtians who have ful Keiſure 
for. this excellent daily Work, of .Self-exami- 
nation, and recording the Reſult of it, this... 
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But beſides what he did every Day, he 
frequently ſet apart whole Days with Faſting 
and Prayer, to examine and try the State of 
bis Soul. Part whereof he tranſcribed after- 
wards, tho but a very little part; which 15 
here added, as containing the GharaQter 
and Trial of a Real Chriſtian ; with the 
reaſon of his tranſcribing of it. And I am 
perſwaded he did it with great Sincerity and 
Humility 3 the rather, becauſe when about 
a Month or fix Weeks before his Death, he 
was under ſome Darkneſs and Clouds, as to 
hu Evidences for Heaven, and apprehended 
his Time on Earth would be but ſhort, he de- 
fared to diſcourſe with me more than once a- 
bout the State of his Soul, ( which T fhall 
always remember with Thankfulneſs to God - ,) 
in order to my making the better Judgment 
of bus Caſe, he let me ſee ſome of thoſe 
Papers written many Tears before, but ſends 
me a Letter the next Morning to recal them, 
mentioning bus great Trouble after I was 
gone, left what he had done ſavoured of Pride, 
and ought rather to have been concealed. 


Suth was.the Tenderneſs of his Conſcience in 


this, and im. every thing. 


T ſhall ſay the leſs concerning his Exami- 
nation of -himfelf, becauſe you bave here 
annexed a ſhort Account of the manner of it. 
The lawfulneſs of trying our ſelves by _ 

an 
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gnd $:gns of the Truth of Grace, I hope will 
not be queſtioned, when it 15 but to evidence 
the Sincerity of our Faith aud Repentance, 
and holy Obedience, while we aſcribe unto 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt phat belongs to him, 
as our great. High-Prieſt. Al that 15 
done by Chriſt without us, in order to our 
Salvation, may and ought to be diſtinguiſhed 
from what 15 done by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and bis Grace within us ;, becauſe there 45 a 
manifeſts difference between - what cauſeth 
our Acceptance with God, and that which 15 
evidential of it, i order to our own Com- 
fort. 


His Example in the ſtrict Obſervation 
of the Lord's-Day, and conſcientious Faith- 
fulneſs in -his Family-Relations, hath beex 
taken notice of to the Edification of many. 
The Weekly Chriſtian-Sabbath was honoura- 
ble, and eſteemed by him ;, he made it his De- 
light. He remembred it before it came, by 
Jomething. preparatory m his Family upon the 
Saturday Evening. He was early in the 
Morning on that Day in his Cloſet, and like- 
wife 1m Family-Weorſhip, with Prayer and 
Thankſgiving, and reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, ( whereof Children and Servants were 
to remember ſomewhat ) and ſo prepared for 
the Publick Worſhip. \He would not willingly 
ſuffer any idle or vain Difcourſe Hg 
ie 
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" the . whole Day ;, admoniſhing all about hine | 
| 
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''\ © dinary Aﬀetions and Fervency ; and it is 
" |. "he. Experience of other Chriſtians. O that 
pf "Heads of Families would but make a 
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to take heed of their Thoughts and Words, | 
mm a ſpecial manner upon the Lord's-Day. þ 


18 He. retired as ſoon a5 he came home at Noon 


for a little ſpace, and enquired of Inferiors 
what they remembred. He expreſt bis Diſlike þ 


Jil -£\.; His Diſcourſe was always ſerious, ſavoury, 


it he ang futable at his Table ; often minding thoſe 


 abaxthim, how many had gone into Eternity 
"the laft-Veek, and of the Bounty and Kind- 
neſs of Heaven-in. the Plenty they enjoyed, 
both for Spirituals* pd Temporals beyond 
others. After Dinner a Chatter or two was 


prattical Book, till it was time te go to the 


' Publick Worſhip. 'Therein be was always Þ 


hi reverent and ſerious. After he came home, | 


' herctired to his Cloſet for near an hour, and Þþ 
charged all the reſt of the Family to go alone 
. "likewiſe ;. then he called them together, begun 
* - with a ſhort Invocation of God, ſung a Pſalm, 
” aud repeated the Mornmg-Sermon, and pray- 
ed with-them before Supper. Many who lived 
" with him can witneſs, that in Family-Prayer 
"upon the Lord's-Day, he bad more than or- 
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| of thoſe who had been careleſs herein; by en- 
(if couraging thoſe that did better. 


always read, and ſome. part of -.a ſerious | | 


ded this Pradtice unto others, 
live the Sermons we hear, and "to. be under 
| an Awe and Influence by them. ali the Week 
| after. 
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| After Prayer he retired a very little, probably 


| to refle@ on his Frame 11 the laſt Duty, and 
| then would ask his Children ſome pertinent 


Queſtions concerning the Principles of Reli- 
gion, After Supper he repeated the After- 


| 100n-Sermon, and enquired what they re- 
| membred of it. 


He was himſelf the laſt in the Family who 
went to Bed, that he might run over the 
Heads of what he had heard and repeated. 


| For theſe he reviewed on Monday Morning, 


and kept in his Afemory all the Week, 


and every day repeated ſomewhat thereof 
| to himſelf, that he might have the Sub- 


jecF of thoſe Sermons continually 1m his 


| Thoughts, as the Food of his Soul, till 


He Ra 


another Lord's-Day came. 
hereby to 


On Monday Mornings, ever /ince the 
black Bartholomew-Day, when about 
wwo thouſand Ainiſters were ſilenced ( for 
want of ſuch a Liberty and Tokai, as 
God 1s now pleaſed mercifully to allow us ) he 
vid from that time until his Death, accuſtom 
bimaſelf to riſe. at four a Clock, CVery 

a Monday 
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Monday AMornng, and oftentimes ſooner ; | | 


ſpending the time in his Cloſet till ſix, 
eſpecially in Prayer for the Nation, and 


the Church of Chriſt: I have heard that | © 
ſeveral others agreed with him in the like ff, 


Pradtice, 


But in his ordinary courſe, he was wont 
to be early every Morning in bis Cloſet, 


and about ſeven a Clock would call his Fa- | 


mily together, and read a Pſalm or two, 
aud pray with them. His great meaſure of 


Health was a conſiderable help to him to do 
more than others, in this and ſeveral Parti- | 
culars: And accordingly he improved it, þ 
without loſing any time in unneceſſary Recre- | 
ations ;, ſaying, he deſired no other Recrea- | 
tion, but to think, and ſpeak of God, and 
mind his Glory. He often thankfully ac- | 


&nowledged the Divine Gooaneſs, that his 
Tmployment was ſuch, that he had more time 


for ſerious, ſolitary Religion than others ;, and | 
that he had more time for reading in his Þþ 
Shop, and might have it ſhut ſooner in the | 
Evening. And he contracted his Buſmeſs, or Þ 
would not chuſe to burry himſelf by inlarging 


of it, with that very Deſ1gn. 


The firſt thing he did there in the Mor- | 
ning, was to read ſome part of the Holy F 
Dy, Scrip- 6 


ER 4 on, — AH —_— ——_ 7? ”_IY _ [TY | CP * 


=. * 


ETwatg 
TIN 


the Life of My. H. Gearing. xxvit 
* Scripture, with the beſk Annotations be 
' could procure upon them, and the like in the 
Evening. And in reading them over a- 
| 9ain and again, regularly ' and- 1n courſe, 
| ve found much Advantage; be ſtill per- 
| ceived ſuch a Majefty, ſuch a Alyſtery, 
| ſuch a Depth im them, that he was never 
weary of fathoming, tho he could never reach 
te bottom : be deſired to walk by that Rule, 
| to be guided by ths Light, and to derive Is 
| Supports, Incouragements, and Hopes from 
FLEACE. 


| T hardly ever know one more careful of 
| his Time, and all that knew him muſt ſay 
| the ſame. He would tarry but a very Iittle 
| while in any Company, where he might not do 
or receive good. He was ſo pundFual in his 

| time of Retirement for ſecret Prayer, about 
' tix zn the Summer, and five in the Winter, 
( unleſs he were hearing a Sermon at that 
pour, ) that he would uſually make ſome Ex- 

, cauſe or other to break away from Company, 

| tha he returned to them in half an hour. 
{ His Communion with God there was diſco- 
f vered by the Frame of his Spirit when he 
: came from thence. It is there we ſpeak 
our Minds and Hearts more freely to God, 
| and there he communicates of his gracious 
8 [Influence in a ſpecial manner to us. He 
; a 2 found 
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XXViil A ſhort Account of | 
found more Satisfatpion and Comfort in ond 
fuch Hour, by pouring out his Soul to Go 
alone, than in the moſt wit;y, cnearful Con 
verſation of ſuch, whoſe Diſcourſe admi4\ 
fters no Grace or Profit to the Hearers. | 


When he hath been deft red to go to Bed 
fooner, or as ſoon as others, he would often 
ſay he would do as others, if he were not 
certain that he muſt die : but our ſleeping 
time he ſaid was hoſt, as to any ſpiritual Good, 
any further than it fits us for our Duty, 
by preſerving Health. The laſt thing he did 
every Evening, was to go into his Cloſet, 
and with Prayer and Self-examimation to 
cloje the Day. 


Once a Week, viz. every Friday Night 
( a5 alittle before his Death he ſaid. Ty it had 
been his conſtant Cuſtom to review the Mercies 
of his whole Life, thereby to promote his Hu- 
mility and Thankfulneſs, to keep up his Hoe 
in God, and quicken his chearful, diligent 
Obedience to him. 


His Care and Concern for the Souls of 
thoſe undcr his Charge, eſpectally his Chil 
dren, w.s very extraordinary, and attended 
with good $1 icceſs, as ſeveral of his Reiations 
( living and dying) bave owned. Of his uſe- 
fulneſs 
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umneſs to one related to him, you have ſome 
ccount in the Narrative of her Converſzon 
| $0 God, which is here annex'd. His Counſeis 
admiſpid Example made thoſe in his Family 

begin to love Religion for his ſake, which 

jajterwards they did for its own. God dot 
t Bedſt)*©1 bring us to him, by Infirepuents of 
{ often {Vature and Afﬀection, and give the Influ- 
_ na1ce of bis Spirit to carry on thoſe good 


eeping\® COIMMMINgS. 


Good, 
Duty! He uſually ask*'d the Aſſembly's Cate- 


be did Ychiſin 572 bis Family twice every Week, and 
lofet:, encouraged Inferiors 2 Rewards to learn it, 
Ns 2 Jand to "ret ſome ſelec Portions of Scripture 
\by Heart, and ſo ve brought tem to delight 

171 tt. With what Solicitude, and Care, and 
Gel Pains, with what Compaſſion, and 
as bad Pity, and bearty Aﬀedticn he endeavoured 
fercied |the Converſion of ſome, and the Recovery 
s Fu of others related to Him, from their Declen- 

- Hope [1ons in Religion, 1] and leviral others can 
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His Picty was uniform, equi zeal and barmo- 
us off 11015, and all of a piece, and toerefore his 
Chil 9:dinary Converſe was grave anc 4 ſeris! 2H, edi- 
-nded( 1ing and uſef! ul - Ins D; courſe Lecoming 
<owd CO that was un der thx Fe ar a Awe of 
s Uſe God, and in the Fear of tye Lorg ail the day 


ulneſs a 3 long, 
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long. He was always ready to begin or pro- 
mote ſuch Diſcourſe, and greatly lamented 
that when good People meet together, they 
have ſo little talk of Spiritual and Religious 
Aatters. I wiſh, for my own ſake, I had ſpent 
more time with him «pon this Account, for 
be deſired it not on any other. Fle valued not 
Viſits of Ceremony and Complement, no 
not of Miniſters, or any others, that would 
not help him as a Chriſtian. I truſt his 1e- 
mory will be a living Sermon to me, and to 
many others that knew him. 


In bis Trade he had many and great Diſ- 
appointments and Loſſes, and yet bore them 
with admirable Patience. He thanked God 
that he was carried through them, with ſo 
much Calmneſs and Satisfation, that he 
could always ſpeak good of God ;, tho hardly 
any, that did not trade for more, have been 
known to have loſt ſo much. 


He would not buy or ſell without lifting up 
his Heart to God for Direfion. And as an 
Argument of hs tender Conſcience, I have 
been informed by one ( who muſt needs know 
the truth of it ) that he would nt let his Silk 
lie on the damper ſide of the Warehouſe, left 
it ſhould thereby increaſe in Weight, and ſo 
wrong the Buycr, 
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He walked with God in his Calling ſo regu- 
larly, as a Chriſtian, that I am perſwaded 
he enjoyed more of God in his Shop and Ware- 
houſe, in his Trade and Buſmeſs, than many 
of us do in our Retirements for Prayer and 
Devotion. For let him come when he would 
from his Secular Afﬀairs, his Mind was more 
Spiritual and Heavenly, than moſs ordinary 
Chriſtians are, when they come from the [0- 
lemn Exerciſes of Religion. In ſhort, his 
Principles, his Thoughts, his Inclinations, 
his Aﬀedtions and Adtions, his Carriage 
and Converſe in the whole of them, was 
fuch as might be truly called a walking 
with God. 


He was ready to do good to all his Acquain=- 
tance, by Counſel and Reproof, by ſeaſona- 
ble Inſtruction and Admonition ; whereof 
divers now living muſt needs be ſenſable ; 
and ſome of them, T bope, do thank God for 
bis Freedom 7" that kind. 


His Charity to the Poor was anſwerable to 
the reft., according to his Ability. Many @ 
poor Family of Country Miniſters, and Mi- 
niſters /1dows in City and Country, will feel 
that he is dead - For what he could not do of 
himſelf, he would endeavour to procure of 
others, for the Relief of ſuch whoſe Neceſſi- 
ties be knew. | 

| tHe 
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He never negleded a Monthly Opportumty 
of coming to the Lord's-Table, tho be hath 
often complained to me, that he had not ordi- 
narily any ſenſible raviſhing Joy \ however 
Careful and StridF he was in his Preparations 
before, as well as Devout and Reverent when 
me came. But he qurit not ſtay away : 
He cam: humbly to pay Homage t9. a Cru- 
cified Saviour, and to avow to all the IWorid, 
that he gloried only in the Croſs of Coriſt ; 
and was reſolved to be found in the way of 
his Duty. 


Now it would be expeGed, that One ſo 
Exemplary, ſo Circumſpet, ſo much above 
this World, One ſo uſeful upon Earth, and ſo 
ripe for Heaven, ſhould have 1: ved in the 
moſt raiſed Conſolations, and the 1740j; joyful 
Tranſports, as if he had been already almoſt 
in Heaven, or juſt come from thence. Surc- 
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ly, will fome ſay, fixch an one as He muſt | 


have the Earneſt, the Seal, the Fore-taſtes of 


Glory, beyond bis Brethren, be muſt needs 


walk on the Top of Piſgah,in te Light of God's | 


Countenance, in the ſight of tae Heavenly 
Canaan, and be paſt the Fears, and Doubts, 
and Complaints of other Tremvling Chriſtians. 

wut God did not think this fit for 1m, in the 


latter part of his Life. Nevertheleſs he had | 


that which was equivalent, or better than the 
higheſt Flights of Aſſurance can be. For 


under | 
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under his Complaints of Doubts, and Deas- 
neſs, and want of ſenſible Communion with 
' God, he had a moſt ſteady Truſt in God through 
Jeſus Chriſt,and an uniform Obedience : And, 
as be has been often told, his Doubts ſeemed 
to proceed from the height of his Grace, 
rather than the weakneſs of it. For ſuch 
was his extraordinary L,ove to God, that he 
never thought he could bave Evidence enough 
of the Divine Preſence and Favour : tho that 
was mixed with ſome Error of Fudgment, 4s 
expedting more than God hath promiſed in that 
kind ;, and as arguing from ſuch Arbitrary 
Diſpenſations of God, unto ſuch Concluſtons, 
as cannot juſily be aramn from the Enjoy- 
ment, or the IWVant of theſe things. For 
| certainly ns Fudicious Love to God, bis in- 
ward Eſteem of Holineſs and Heaven, his 
| fixed Hatred and Abhorrence of Sin, and 


his habitual Self-denial and Dewvotedneſs to 
God, mith conſtant Watchfulneſs and Care 
to pleaſe him, and keep a Conſcience void 
of Offence towards God and Man, is a better 
Evidence of one beloved of God, than the 
bigheſt Tranſports can amount to - Eſpecially 


; 1m bis Caſe, who under ſome Darkneſs and 
* | Fears, was able yet to hold on his Way, and 


' bis Work, and to perſevere with unſhaken 
Stedfaſtneſs to the very laſt. 


To 


xXxXiv A ſhort Account of 

Tho ſomething alſo of his Natural Tem- 
per, and Bodily Conſtitution ought to be con- 
ſidered, to abate his Suſpicion of himſelf, 
upon the account of his not havins ſuch 


raiſed, ſenſible Conſolations, and TFoys as | 


fome others. Beſtdes that, his Humility in 
judging of himſelf, and his earneſt Defarc 
of farther Communion with God, made Lim 
overlook what he did enjoy, even in this 
kind. For often when he joined with others, 
or when be prayed alone, his AfﬀetFions were 
more lively, after having been torty Years 
m Chriſt, than moſt young Converts arc tie 
tirſk Year. 


However, in this God was very gracious | 


to him, that tho he feared the Devil might 
aſſault him at laſt, be did not permit #t. 


But with a calm Submiſſion, and regular. 
ſteady Truſt, and hope in the Divine Mercy, 


with Eyes, and Hands, and Heart lift up 
to Heaven, he quietly departed this Life, 
and is at Reſt in the Boſom of Chriſt. 


If I would pronounce a Blejſhng on his 
Family, and ſurviving Relations, upon bis 
Wife, and Children, his Friends and Ac- 


quaintance, that love and honour his Me- | 


mory, I know not how to do it by a more 


En 


profirable Prayer, than to beg of God that | 


they 


_ ——J rn II _ 


the Life of My. H. Gearing. XXXV 


they may tread in his Steps, and walk as 
he walked; that his God may be their 
God ; that they may follow him as he was a 
Follower of Chriſt and ſo at laſh be more 
than Conquerors over the World, and Sin, 
and Death, and him that hath the Power of 
it, the Devil. Thanks be to God who hath 
given him, and aſſured us of the Yidory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : To him be 
Glory throughout all the Churches for ever. 
Amen. | 


Aavertiſe- 


Advertiſement of the Bookſeller. 


N a ſhort time will be publiſhed two 
Diſcourſes more of the ſame Author, 
viz. Of tempting Chriſt, from 1 Cor. 19. 9. 
to filence the Cavils of ſome, and pre- 
| vent the Sin of others. The other of 
i Family Religion, in three Letters to a | 
| Friend. Printed for John Lawrence. 
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Characterand Trial 
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Now follows, out of his own Papcus, the manner 
of his examining his Heart and Life, State 
and Frame, and the Reſult thereof recorded, 
and written for his Support in after-Diffi- 
culties. Some may be excited by it to an 
Imitation, and others find Encouragement 
by what reliewd him againſt hs Doubts 
and Fears, and enabled him to perſevere 
even without full Aſſurance. 


— 


HENRYT GEARING. 
FS I have been under much FHard- 


neſs and Deadneſs for many Years, 
yet I thought good for my En- 
comragement, here to record God's Good- 
neſs to me ſometimes. By looking over 


my 
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my Books, in which I have wrote down 
in Short-hand every Night, how it was | 
with me in the Day; I find that I have | 
{ometimes been quickned and affected in | 
Prayer; often in Family-Prayer at Night | 
on the Lord's-day. Tho I began very | 
much indiſpoſed, yet it pleaſed God to | 
draw out my Heart in Earneſt Deſires, 


and I have had ſome Meltings more than 
uſual. 


the Word preach'd : Once at the 4orning 
LeQure when I heard a Sermon of buying 
the Pearl of Price. At other times I find 
I was affeted greatly in Family-Prayer, 
ſo as ſcarce to be able to ſpeak for weep- 
ing. At another time I have recorded 
how I was quickened by hearing a Ser- 
mon of Mr. Swinnock on that Text, He will 
not break the bruiſed Reed. At 1everal 0- 
ther times have had lively Afﬀections in 
{ecret Prayer. 


Often in my walk to Clapham, I have | 


had my Heart drawn out in-carneſt, fer- 
vent Deſires after God. Once repcating 
on a Lord's-day Evening a Sermon on 


that Text, Behold I ftand at the Door and | 
knock, and whoſoever opens to me, I will come | 


in and ſup with bim. I was fo aftected I 


could not go on for Tears, but was: fain 
to | 


At other times. in Family-Prayer | 
at 'Night, I have been more than ordi- | 
narily affeted. And ſometimes under | 
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'N' to lay down my Book. At another time 
aS | the like in repeating a Sermon of the Re- 
'© | demption of Time. At other times. I find 
Il} recorded, that on the Lord's-day 1 went 
ht | to Family-Prayer very ſad, but God did 
ly | great greatly aſſiſt me, and my Soul was 
_ melted, ſo that I conld not proceed or 
>>> . ſpeak for Tears. At other times in Prayer, 
| t\ and ſometimes in ſmging of Pſalms. But 
ky \ for the moſt part I have been a great 
= | Stranger to Joy and Comfort ever ſince 
CT "the days of my Youth, Theſe things I 
'S wrote March 18, 1689. being Remarks 
i, in general of near twenty Years paſt. 
” As to what I have written 1n this little 
Book, it was firſt in Short-hand, and ne- 
FF ver intended to be tranſcribed. But after- 
wards I conſidered that many things in it 
” . might be of uſe to me by another's read» 
ing of it, it it ſhould pleaſe God to lay 
his Hand upon me, that I could not my 
ſelf read my Short-hand : And I know 
not but ſomething in it may be uſeful to 
others. | | 
- [ bope and pray it may be ſo unto many. 
ns }May the like ſerious Spirit —— _ 


VE 


4 1 and then begin to read. 
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Reader 1n the peruſal of the following Papers, 
as he had in writing them : Beg it of God: 
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Anno 1676, March 28. 


Aving had in my Thoughts ſome-| 
times to keep a ſecret Faſt in my|j 
Cloſet, chiefly to ſearch and try the State 
of my Soul, this Day I did it, and hope 
I did ſet about it in the Integrity of my 
Heart : my chief Deſign was to examine} 
how the Caſe ſtood between God and my 
Soul, whether I had indeed a Work off 
Maving Grace wrought in me. And that IF 
might get Corruption that is ſtrong more 
mortified, efpecially the Sin I am moſt 
inclined unto; and that I might be ena- 
bled from God to carry it better in my} 
Chriſtian Courſe, both in my Family; 
_— ſecret Retirements, to the Glory of: 
if God : ; 
I After Prayer that God would help me 
FI to try my ſelf, I went to the work of 
'Self-Examination by the CharaQteers that, 
Mr. Ambroſe hath given, and by ſomeft 
Charafters my Coulin Calamy laid down, 
and others of Mr. Allen, Mr. Nalton andf 
Mr. Swinnock, I ſpent a good deal of 
time herein, and hope I deſired to deal im-} 

. partially with my ſelf; and did beg of! 
.God heartily, that I might make a righty 
Judgment of my ſelf: . I endeavoured to} 
keep my Heart cloſe to the Work ; _ 
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' thoT could not meet with great Comfort, 
| yet upon ſerious ſearch I cannot find but 
! that God hath wrought true Grace in me, 
} bleſſed be his Name; I hope I may have 


yÞ recourſe to this Day while 1 live, for Sup- 
| port in any caſe. 


I did alſo read over the Covenant I en- 
tred into with the Lord about nine Years 
| ſince, and renewed my Covenant, and 
} gave up my ſelf afreſh to the Lord, and 


tpok him for my God and Portion. I hope 


' Mm the Lord that I was ſincere and upright. 
I found ſome Eaſe and Quiet in my Mind 
afterwards, O that I may not now grow 
careleſs, but live anſwerably, and remem- 


ny} ber have renewed my Covenant with the 


| Lord ! and if he hathin any wiſe ſpoke 
Peace to my Soul, let me not again return 
 toFolly, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 


An, 1676. July 27. Looking over my 
Book where I enter at Night how It is with 
me every Day, I find I have been out of 
y order many times in Duty, ſince the Trial 
of my ſelf mentioned here, but hope I 
did defire to have my Heart with God. 
And the Lord was pleafed ſometimes in 
Duty to draw out my Soul in earneſt 
and hearty Deſires after him : my Heart 
through Mercy hath been ſometimes (tho 
too ſeldom) in a good Frame ; the Lord 
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have Mercy on me, and grant I may be 
kncere and vpright with him. He is 


pleaſed ftill (as for many Years paſt) to þ 
withdraw from me, and I do not meet. } 
with much Comfort in his Ordinances. | 


But I remember what Mr. IV. uſe to ſay, 
that Grace 15 better than Comfort. God 
grant that I may make ſure of Grace, and 
act and exerciſe Grace, and wait upon him 


for Comfort. It is worth waiting for all. 
the days of my Life: The Lord help me, |: 
tho I fit in Darkneſs and ſee no Light, to. | 


truſt in the Lord, and ſtay my ſelf on my 
God. The Lord help me to keep up 


Faith and Hope in him through Chriſt, to 


wait and truſt, and hope, and believe ſtill ; 


| 


againſt hope of Senſe, to believe in hope * 


of a Promiſe. The Lord make me care- 


ful to mind his Glory, and doing my Du- 
ty in the Place in which he hath ſet me: 
for I am apt to be troubled, leſt I ſhould 
fail of my Duty towards thoſe committed 
to my Charge. The Lord in Mercy grant 
I may ſet to his Work with all my Might, 


and get my Work done before my Day of | 


Life be ended; and that my Heart may 


be throughly taken off from this World,. | 


and I may prepare for publick Calamities, 


which are much fearcd, by reaſon of the. 


abounding of all Sin and Wickedneſs more 
and more, The Lord enable me to a" 
| | an 


of a Real Chriſtian.” 7 
' and ſuffer his Will, ;and let me have his 
| Preſence, and his Promiſe made good, 
| not to ſuffer me to be tempted above 
5 what he will inable me to bear, 1 Cor. 10. 
13. and that I may readily let all go tor 
Chriſt, if lam called to it. The Lord 
grant I may be made meet to be Partaker 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
yr and get my Evidences for Heaven ready, 
all ! which through the aſſiltance and help of 
ue} God I deſire to go about. The Lord 
To. grant I may not bedeccived, but may ga- 
ny ' ther ſuch Evidences, as will hold: out, and 
UP. bear me up in the midſt of Troubles and 
n Trials, yea. in the Hour of Death, and the 
* Day of Judgment. The Lord in infinite 
Pe ' Mercy ſanQify to me the Death of others: 
& God hath of late taken away many of my 
* Neighbours, Acquaintance, Friends and 
q Relattons,. Minifters as well as others (a 
2” little while fince Mr. Pledger and Mr.I/ells 
| in one day.) O that all may be ſanctified, 
and eſpecially the Death of my Wife, that 
I may yet make ſuch uſe of that Provi- 
dence as the Lord would'expect ; and be 
ready and prepared for my own Depar- 
ture hence, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe my 
dear God and Father to call me home. 
Being now about to enter here, what I 
have to ſhew for a Work of Grace in my 
| Jeart, and a Right and Title to Heaven, 
B 4 I 
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I deſire of the Lord to help me in this 
great Aﬀeair, that I may not be deceived ; 
but that what I here enter may be the 
true State of my Soul, and that which will 


Hold out, and yield me- Comfort in an 


Hour of Diſtreſs. 

It hath been in my Thoughts ſeveral 
times to enquire what I had to ſhew for my 
hope of Heaven: that which ran moſt in my 
Mind was Faithand Repentance,which upon 


diligent ſearch of my Heart, I hope I have. 


Firft tor Faith: If I have true Faith, 1 
ſhall certainly be ſaved, ſo faith the holy 
Scriptures, He that believes ſhall be ſaved. 
Joh 3. 16. For Ged ſo loved the World, that 
be gave his only begotten Son, that nhoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
Everlaſting Life. Now Faith in Chriſt 1s 
deſcribed in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm to 
be a ſaving Grace, whereby we receive and 
reſt upon Chriſt alone for Salvation, as be 15 
offered to us in the Goſpel, which I hope I 
deſire to do: I hope I do moſt heartily 
defire to take Chriſt on his own Terms, as 
King, Prieſt and Prophet, in all his Offices, 
and am willing to be ruled by him as well 


as ſaved by him: I hope I deſire to reſt 


upon Jeſus Chriſt alone for Salvation, and 
own no other Saviour but him. 1 hope 
[ have the Faith of Reliance, to reſt 


and center. in-Chriſt. I hope I can _ 
a 


0 
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all my Soul throw my ſelf upon the Mercy 
of God in Chriſt; and if I periſh, to pe- 
0 riſh there, truſting in him that I ſhall not 
11 | periſh. Bleſſed be God I am often lifting 
up my Heart to Chriſt: O my dear Feſus ! 
" Bleſſed Jeſus! on thee, on thee alone I 
ral reſt, when I am in Fears, and Doubts, 
my and Troubles. I hopel deſire to ſay with 
my the Church, In the Lord have I Righteouſneſs 
on and Strength : Righteouſneſs for Juſtifica- 
ye. | tion, and Strength for Sanctification, and 
| I the ſubduing of Sin. I hope I deſire to 
ly renounce any Truſt in my own Righte- 
cd. ouſneſs and Duties, and wholly to rely 
at and reſt npon Jeſus Chriſt. When T have 
70x performed any Duty, Ideſire to own that 
ve | I deſerve Hell for the ſinful ImperteQtions 
is of it; yea, for the beſt Duty I can per- 
to form: And to have my Truſt only in the 
:d Death and Merits, Satisfaction and Inter- 
is ceſlion of Chriſt. Tho Spiritual Pride is 
1 veryaptto riſe in me, yet i hope I do not 
ly allow it, the Lord ſet my Heart -more a- 
| gainſt it.. I hope I deſire with the Apo- 
+ ftle, Phil-3. 9g. to be found in him, not ba- 
Il } ving my own Righteouſneſs, which 1s of the 
ſt | Law, but tnat which 1s through the Faith of 
d Chriſt, the. Righteouſneſs. which 45 of God by 
Ee Faith. » | 
t I hope Chrift is precious to me; now titdt 
is 
| 


iSian Evidence of. Faith. 1 Pet.2.7. To vou 
SJ: thas 
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that believe he is precious. 
to prize Chriſt above all the World ; and 


if I knom my Heart, I would not part with 


#be Hopes I have by Chriſt of Heaven for 
ten thouſand Worlds, I hope I deſire ta 
prize Jeſus Chriſt, as the Chiefeſt of ten 
thouſand, altogether lovely. The Lord 
jmake me upright in this matter, that I 
may ſee the Worth and Excellency that is 
in him, ſo as:to be in love with him. 


Secondly for Repentance ; If I have that 


Grace, I am ſure to be ſaved; Ads 3.19. 
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that | 


your Sims may be blotted out, when the times of 
refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſence of the 


Z.ord. Luke 13. 3. Except ye repent, ye 


{hall all kkewiſe periſh; therefore if we do 
repent, we ſhall not periſh. Now Repen- 
tance 1s deſcribed to be a ſaving Grace, 
whereby a Sinner out of the true ſenſe.of his 
Sin, and apprehenſion of the Mercy of God in 
Chrift, doth with grief and hatred of his Sin 
turn from-it unto God, with. full purpoſe of, 
and endeavours after new Obedience. I.hope 
the Lord hath wrought this Repentance: 
in me: 1 hope he hath given me 8a 


true ſight and ſenſe of Sin, and that & 


am.convinced of the Evil and Danger of. 
it. I hope T have an apprehenſion alſo of 
the Mercy of God in Chriſt: I do notat 
all doubt, -but. there is. Mercy enough ." 

BE es | God 


I hope I deſire 


TY 
—_ 
On 


of a Real Chriſtian. 11 


God through Chriſt to forgive and par-. 


don the greateſt Sins, if they are repented 
of. The Lord hath declared himſelf to 


be the Lord God gracious and merciful, par-. 


doning Iniquity, Trangseſſion and $18, Exod. 
34-5. I hope I delire to be truly forry. 


for all my Sins, to grieve and mourn for 


them ; tho my Heart be hard, yet I hope 
I could be glad if it were broken, that ] 
could mourn more for my Sins. Surely 
it hath. been a trouble to. me many times 
in Confeſſion of ' Sin, that 'I could not 
mourn and weep, and was not affected as 
| deſired. I hope 1 delire to hate Sin allo, 
the Lord work a true Hatred of all Sin 
more and more in me : I hope I delire to 
turn from all Sin unto God, with-:; ful} 
purpoſe of Heart to:cleave:to him : 4 hope 
the bent of my Soul is right for God 
tho 1 have many Failings and Miſcarri- 
ages, I hope the ful} Purpoſe and Reſo- 
lution of my Heart is for. God and his 
Ways, 


It being upon my . Mind. hed kind 


further to note that:might be an Evidence 


of Grace, I hope t heſe things following, - 
which it pleaſed God to bring+-to my | 


Thonghts, may be fome ground to believe 
God hark wrought ſav ingly upon me.. 
Surely 1 Go confeſs my S10Ss. often t0 the 


Lord. in ſecret, ang-detire. to have my 
Hort 
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Heart penitently affe&ted with them, and 


hope I delire to forſake all my Sins ; now 


the Scripture ſaith, 1 Joh. 1. 9. If we con-. 


feſs our Sins, he 15 faithful and juſt to forgive 
us our. Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Un- 
righteouſneſs. And Prov. 28. 13. Whoſo 
confeſſeth- and forſaketh his Sins ſhall have 
Mercy. I hopelI do not allow my ſelf in 


any- Sin, but defire Power againlt it, as. 
well as Pardon of it ; yea the Sin I am 
moſt inclined:to, tho my Heart -is often: 
apt-to go out after it, the- Lord forgive: 


it:.Yet I hope it 1s: my earneſt: Delire 
that I may have Strength againſt it; the 
Lord help me to ſay. with David, Pſal. 18; 
23, I: was ufright before him, and kept my 
felf i from - mine. Iniquity. I hope I deſire 
trom my Soul to mourn: for Heart-Sins, as 
Hardneſs and Deadneſs, and :Wandrings 


and. DiſtraQions. in .Duty,;:&c. I hope 


this is-a good- ſign that: I:am- (it my 
Heart decetves-me not) really . troubled for 
ſecret Sins, which the World knows 10- 


thing of.; - and +that I -do-n0t. ailow ſinful - 


Thoughts. 1 hope I-delire:to mourn for 
the.Sins of the Land, and to lay to Heart 
the great Diſhonours. done to. God by 
others. - 

1 kope-thexe 15. a Change wrought in 
ine, and ihat.l am a new Creature, 2 Cor, 
14.17. If lam s new Creature, then Iain 


1. 


> 
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71a Chriſt - I hope ſo, becauſe there are ſuch: 
ſtrivings and fightings 1n me againſt. Sin, . 
ſuch ſtruglings between the Fleſh andthe - 

' Spirit. There is certainly a reſiſting of 


Sin, if my Heart do not wonderfully de- 


ceive.me. Now Mr. N, uſed to ſay, It ts, 
true Grace to reſ1ſt Sin, it 15 ſtrong Grace to. 
conquer Sin. 1] conſider how it was with- 
. Paul, Rom. 7. he faith there was a Law. 


in bis Members warring againſt the. Law of 


his Mind , and the Evil he. would not do, that: 


he did « Methinks-1t 1s-{ſo with me ſome- 


times, I hope this ſtriving and ſtruggling: 


is a ſign I am not dead in Sins and Treſ- 


palles ; for a dead Man ſtrives not, moves: 


not. I beg of God often and heartily, 
that I may be ſincere and upright, and 
hope I have-from my Heart many times 
pray?'d with David, that God would ſearch 
me and try me in Mercy, and find out if 
there be any way of -Wickedneſs in me, 
if there be any Sin that lies hid in my Soul. 
And have been glad when Miniſters have 
come to Examination, that.ſo I might try 
my ſelf; eſpecially in-my younger Years, 
when I heard Mr. NV. and uſed to try my 
ſeif by Characters, that, he laid down; and 
have then found Comfort and great hopes 
of a Work of Grace wrought. in me ; and 
wondered how thoſe that-heard that Soul- 


'2F@keing Minytter could. bear it, it _ 
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did not find God had been at work in their 
Souls. I do remember when I was young, 


what delight I took in hearing that good | 


Man, and have been as it were in'a Corner 


of Heaven; I have often had my Heart 


quickned, warmed, and much drawn out 
to God. Now, tho to my ſhame I may 
write it, I have abated much in my Zeal, 
and Love to God and his Ways, ſince I 
have had more to do with the World, and 
a Family to provide for; yet 1 deſire to 
remember the days of old, the Years of 
the Right-hand of the moſt High, and 
hope I may take Comfort from the Expe- 
rience' I have had formerly : remembring 
where Grace 1s once wrought, it ſhall ne- 
ver be extinguiſhed ; whom Chriſt loves 
once, he loves to the end ; and that God 
never repents that he gives Grace to any. 


F hope; tho by my Sins I have cauſed. 


the Lord much to depart from me for ma- 
ny Years, that I do not meet with ſnch 
Quickning and Comfort in-Duties as for- 
merly, yet that I do not content my ſelf 


in this Condition, but defire to have my - 


Soul follow hard after God, to lament 


after him; and do I hope prize a Smile. | 
from him, and the Light of ' his Counte- | 
nance above-the whole World: .and. do, 
often -pray -with- David, Pſal.- 4. When 


_ ſay, who will ſhew us atiy good 2 that 
Gos 
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God would lift up the Light of bis Counte- 
nance upon me. And I deſire with the 
Spouſe, to ſeek him, whom (1 hope I may 


- fay atleaſt) my Soul deſires to love. I 


hope it is a good ſign that I have frequent 
Thoughts of God, and do often lift up 
my Heart to him; as when I lie down at 
Night, and awake in the-Morning, I deſire 
my firſt and laſt Thoughts may be with 
God ; I hope I may ſay with David, I defare 
to ſet the Lord always before me ;, Pſal.16.8. 

I hope I am deſirous and willing to 
yield Obedience to all the Commandments 


of God, and not to pick and chuſe : I hope 


I would not allow my felf in the Omiſſion 
of any Duty. Now Chriſt ſaith, Te are 
my Diſciples if ye do whatſoever I command 
you, Joh. 15.14. I hope I have from my 
Heart prayed many times that God would 
make known to me, how I ſhould walk to 
pleaſe him. 


God, tho I do not meet with him. Now 
there 1s a Promiſe of Bleſſedneſs to them 
that wait for him, Iſa. 30. 18. and the 
Promiſe is, Rom.-2. 7.' To them, who by 
patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for 
Glory, and-Honour-and Immortality, that God 
would give Eternal Life. I hope I deſire 


my Wil may be according toGod's VAll, * 
and would-do better than I do. Now if” 
| : 
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I hope I deſire patiently to 
continue in well-doing, and to walt upon ' 
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I am but-really. willing, tho I have many 
Failings, and fall infinitely ſhort, yet it 
is ſaid, 2 Cor. 8.12: Wheve there 1s a willing 
Mind, it is accepted according to what a 711an 
bath, and not according to -what he hath not. 
And our Saviour ſpeaks graciouſly to his 
Diſciples when: he found them aſleep, 
Mat. 26. 41. The Spirit truly 1s willing, but 
the Fleſh is weak. 

I hope I deſire. to be merciful -to them 
who are in Miſery, and have ſometimes 
been glad of an» opportunity ( tho, the 
Lord forgive, too backward at other 
times). Now our Lord faith, Bleſſed are 
the Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy ; 
Mat. 5. 7. I hope I delire to cleanſe my 
ſelf from all Filthineſs of- Fleſh and Spi- 
rit, to have.my Heart purified. Now .1t 
is ſaid,.. Bleſſed: are the pure in Heart, for 
3bey ſhall ſee God, Mat. 5.8. I hope 1 bave 
counted the Coſt, what it may-<oſt me.to 
be a Chriſtian indeed, and am fully re- 
falved in the Strength-of Chriſt to Jet all 
zo for him. It 1s my Deſlire-and earne{b 
Prayer (I: hope from-my-very Heart ) 
that if God call me to it, I may be enabled 
ta lay down my Life for his ſake.. Now: 
Chriſt ſaith,: He. that forſakes Hoxſes, on 
Brethren, or -Sifters,; of. Father. or Mother, 
or Wife,or Chilaren, or Lands for tis Names 
ſake, ſhall receive an hungrea-fold, and ins 


ber : 
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berit Everlaſting Life, Mat. 19. 29. and be 
that loſeth his Life ſhall find it. 1 hope I de- 


| fire, if Iam called to it, to bear the Croſs 


| 


as well as receive the Crown. Now it 15 
ſaid, If we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign 
with him, 2 Tim.2.12. Theſe things it 
pleaſed God to bring to my Mind as ſome 
ground of hope that my State 15 good. I 
enter'd theſe things here Aug. 11. 1676, 


Now my Intention is, if it pleaſe God, 


to make uſe of other Helps, and ſearch 
my Heart by them, and enter them-down 


here, that I may have reſort to them in a 


time of need; and the Lord help me fur- 
ther in this great Work of Self-Examina- 
tion, that I may not be deceived for the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 

Having endeavoured to ſearch my 
Heart throughly, after earneſt Prayer to 
God, I hope I find the Evidences of Grace 
in me that Mr. Allen. hath laid dovrn, 
which are theſe. 

1, Where there is true Grace, there is 4 
hearty Willingneſs to part with every Sin. 
Where ever there is this Breach made 
between Sin and the Soul, it is Grace that 
hath made it. When Sin hath loſt the 
W1ll, it hath loſt the Man ; when Chriſt 
hath gained the Will, he hath gained the 
Man. Grve me. thy. Heart, is the ſame as, 
Be 
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Be willing to be mine. Reaſon ſaith, 3 7 
ought to turn ; Conſcience ſaith, I muſt | 


turn, and yet nothing may follow : but | 
when the Heart faith, I will turn to God, | 
then the Work is done. - Reaſon ſaith, | 


theſe-Idols ought not to ſtand ; Conſcience 
faith, theſe Luſts muſt be ſubdued : but 
when the Il ſaith to them, Get you 
hence, there is a Work of Grace begun. 
This Willingneſs diſcovers it ſelf to be 
prevailmg. ——Firſt,' When a Man is truly 
willing to part with Sin, there will be 
Reſolutions againſt it; he takes part with 
God againſt Sin, and uſues all means for 
the conquering of it. — Secondly, This 
Reſolution will bring forth Refgftance. An 
Heart weary of Sin will fall to ſtriving 
againſt Sin; Gal. 5.17. The Fleſh Iuſteth 
againſt the Spirit, and the Spiris againſt the 
Fleſh ; theſe two are contrary one to the other, 
2. Where ever there is true Grace, 
there is a preferring in the Eſteem and 
Choice of a ſtri& and ſincere Godly Lite, 
above any other Life inthe World. Tho 
the fooliſh World runs. a madding after 
Money and Pleaſure, ſpend their Days, 


waſte their Lives, proftitute their Con- | 
fciences, throw away their Souls upon :' 


theſe things; yet one Dracm of Gody- 
neſs, one Day ſpent in the Fear of the 


Lord, is better than all this 3 P/al. 4. 6: 
There 
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\ 3 There be many that ſay, Who will ſhew us any 
uſt good 2 but Lord, lift up thou the Light of thy 
mt | Countenance on me, ſaith a gracious Soul ; 
od, | Thou haft put Gladneſs in my Heart, more 
th. | than in the time when their Corn and Wine 
ce Increaſed. Pſal. 17. 14, 15. The Men of 
mt the World have their Portion in this Life, 
on their Bellies thou filleſt with thy hid Treaſure ; 
'n. they are full of Children, and leave the reſt of 
he their Subſtance to their Babes : But as for me, 
ly; 1 will behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs ;, T /hall 
be be ſatisfied when I awake in thy Likeneſs. 
th The Men of this World as they ſeek, ſo 
or They bave their Portion in this Life. They 
ig have a gallant time of it here, great Por- 
\n Tions, great Proſperity, enough to ſpend 
18 On themſelves, and leave to- their Chil- 
th. dren after them; this they have, and 
he much good may it do them : let me but 
' behold the Face of God in Righteouſneſs, 
e, Walk before the Lord in my Integrity, 
4 Keepa good Conſcience, live in the Obe- 
2, - dence of his Will, and in the Light of 
o fs Countenance; and then let them take 
» The Corn and Wine, and what elſe they 
5s, Ccanget. Let the Lord be mine, and I ſhall 
1- | Never envy them their Portion: Pſal.119. 
1 | 30. I have choſen the way of Truth: V.11t. 
j- Thy Teſtimonies have I taken as my Heritage 
e Ffor ever. Obſerve, 1. That a Godly 
;: Man'sſettled Judgment is, That a _— | 
| Life 
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Lites the beſt and happieſt Life: 2. That 
a Godly Man's Choice: is according to his 
Judgment : He eſteems the Fear of the 
Lord above Gold, and he chooſes it before 
Gold : He is better pleaſed and: doth ra- 
ther take up with the meaneſt and moſt 


afflicted Condition in a way of Holineſs, | 


than with the moſt plentiful and proſpe- 


rous Eſtate in a- way of Sin : He prefers | 


the Poverty of Chriſt before the Rickes of 
the World. 3. Godly Men and World- 


ly Men may be known one fromthe other | 


by the Choice they make for themſelves; 
he that makes a Worldly Choice is a 
Worldly Man, and he that makes a'God- 
ly Choice is a'Godly'Man: 


3. Whoſoever hath true Grace, doth | 
actually live a Godly Life : The Tree is | 
beſt known by its Fruit ; the Sincerity of | 


our Purpoſes by our Performances. He 
that doth Righteouſneſs is righteous, 1 Joll. 
3.7. A Godly Man makes Godtinefſs the 
buſineſs of his- Life; Religion is a Chr1- 
ſtian's Trade: A Man's Trade 1s his con- 
ſtant Work, and' not the Exercife of 
now and'then a day or two; Godlineſs 
is a Chriſtian's daily Walk :: Do not in- 


quire only about your Aﬀections, wit: | 


your Delires are, or what your Joys are, 


what your Comforts are, or: what your | 


Peace is, but what your Paths are. | 
When 
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Whenall comes to all, this is the ſureſt 
Mark, He that doth Righteouſneſs 15 righ- 


| teous,, be that doth not Righteouſneſs 15 not of 


God. 
Mr.Sheppard,in his ſincere Convert, lays 
down three Marks, wherein a Clild of 


| God goes beyond a Hypocrite; and I 
| having examined my Heart, hope I find 
| them in me. 


1. No Hypocrite, or Unregenerate 
Man, tho he goes never ſo far, let him 


' do never ſo much, but he lives in one Sin 


or other, ſecret or open, little or great : 
Now I hope in the Lord, I do not live in 
any Sin. 

2, No Hypocrite, no Unregenerate 
Man ever came to be poor in Spirit, and 
to be carried off from all Duties unto 
Chrilt,in regard of Dependance and Truſt. 
If it were poſſible for them to forfake and 
break looſe for ever from all Sin, yet here 
they ſtick. They ſeek to ſave themſelves 
by their Duties without Chriſt. Now if 
my Heart doth not very much deceive 
me, I defire to renounce all Things, and 
reſt only on Chrult. 

3. It any Unregenerate Man come un- 
to-Chriit, he never takes up his Reſt in 
Chriſt only ; but he would have Chriſt 
and the World too, is not content with 
Chriſt alone. But I hope I deſire to be 

| content 
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Martyr, None but Chriſt, None but Chriſt. 
Mr. D. in his Book of- the Lord's- 


Treſpaſles and Sins, writes thus. Canſt 


thou groan and cry to the Lord for an | 


Intereſt in Chriſt, and will nothing 


quiet and ſtill thee but Jeſus Chriſt ? then | 


{urely thou doſt ve; all the Creatures 
cannot quiet thee, till thou haſt hopes that 
Chriſt is formed in thee. 
this ſign of Spiritual Life in me. 
Doft thou grow ? 1t may be thou canſt not 
ſay thou haſt more Grace; but this thou 
findeſt, thon haſt . more Deſires after 
Grace ; that is, more Grace. Art thou not 
only thankful for a little Grace, but arr 
reaching after- more ? Doſt thou grow 
more weary of thy Sin, and more earneſt 
after Chriſt ? I hope in the Lord it is thus 
with me, that I am more weary of Sin, 
and delire more Grace : Now Growth 1s 
a ſign of Life. Azam, put this Queſtion 
to thy ſelf, Do- I hunger and thirſt after 
Chriſt ? this is an Evidence of Spiritual 
Life : Dead Men do not hunger and thirſt 
after Chriſt, Now I hope in the Lord I 
do hunger and thirſt after Chriſt, and 
nothing but himſelf will content me. 


Again, 


content with Chriſt alone ;, and to ſay as the | 


Supper, to prove that one hath a Princi- | 
ple of Spiritual Life, and is not dead-in } 


Surely I find | 
Again, | 


DE "OO 
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| Again, Ask thy Soul, Do I love God 
and Chriſt, or do- I not? Theſe Marks 
| he gives of Love to Chriſt. Lord! I love 
' thee ; for I am grieved at thy Abſence, 
| and am rejoiced at thy Preſence. Lord ! 
I love thee, for I love thoſe that are like 
| Thee. O my Lord, I love thee; for I love 
the Place and Duties where thou art 
| wont to meet thy People, and warm their 
Hearts ; but if thou art not there, I can- 
not take up contentedly with them. Lord / 
' I humbly fay, I love thee ;, for I dare not 
| deny but I am grieved when thou -art 
diſionoured by my ſelf or others; tho 1 
erieve for this leſs than I ſhould, becauſe 


: [| love thee leſs than I ought. LZord! 1 
- Jowe thee; for I dehire to have an Heart 
- that ſhould be willing to- part with all 
- for Thee; things ſinful in themſelves at 
 _ all times, and things lawful when thon 


calleſt me to it. Once more I humbly 
fay, I love thee; for I would have an Heart 
__ tolove, andlong, and look for thy Coming 
and Appearance in Glory. | 
Mr. Ambroſe, directing to try our Title 
to Heaven, adviſeth, Firſt to write down 
the Scripture-Marks of Grace or Glory, 
and mentions theſe ſeveral Scriptures 
following. 1 Joh. 2. 3. Hereby we know 
that we know. him, if we keep h1s Command= 
ments. 2 Cor, 1. 12, Far Our rejoicing 15 
this, 
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paſſed from Death unto Life. 
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this, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that | 
in Godly Simplicity and Sincerity, we have 
1 Joh. þ 
3. 9,10. Whoſoever 1s born of God /inneth | 
nt, becauſe his Seed abideth in him ; neither | 


had our Converſation in the World. 


can be ſin;becauſe be is born of God. In this the 
Children of God are manifeſt, &c. 1 Joh.4. 
1.3, Hereby we know that we dwell in him, and 


be in uw, becauſe he bath given us of his Spi- | 
rit, 1 Joh. 3. 14. We know that we have | 
paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe we love the | 


Brethren, James 1, 12. There is a Cyown 
of Life the Lord bath promiſed to them that 
love him. 

But above all, obſerve theſe Texts fol- 
lowing, as containing the ſpecial Goſpel- 


Conditions, to which we find fo often | 
annexed the Promiſe of Juſtification and |} 


Glorification. Joh. 3. 16. God ſo loved the 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son 
that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not 
periſh, but have Everlaſting Life. Joh. 5. 
24. He that believeth hath Everlaſting Life, 
and ſhall not come into Condemnation ; but 1s 
Joh. 6. 40. 
And this is the Will of him that ſent me, that 
every one that ſeeth the Son, and believeth in 
him may have Everlaſting Life. Joh. 20. 
31. Theſe things are written, that ye might 
believe that Feſus is the Chriſt the Son of God, 


and that lelieving ye might have Life through | 


his 
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| bis Name. ACts 16. 31. Believe on the 
'e | Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
: | Rom. 10.9, 10. If thou ſhalt confeſs with 
| thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe 
Yr | in thy Heart, that God bath raiſed him from 
e | the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Heb. 10. 39. 
t. | We are not of them who draw back unto Per- 
d | dition; but of them that believe, to the ſaving 
| of the Soul, 1 Joh.5.13. Thefe things have 
'e | 1 written unto you, that believe in the Name 
e | of the Son of God, that ye may know that ye 
a | have Eternal Life. From the firſ# Text we 
t | gather the Scripture-mark of univerſal 
Obedience; from the ſecond Sincerity ; from 
- | the third, Oppoſition againſt, and Abſtinence 
- | from Sin; from the fourth, Spiritual Per- 
lf formance of holy Duties ; from the fifth, a 
1} Love of the Brethren ;, from the /zxth, a 
e | Love of Chriſt; from all the reſt Faith in 
» | Chriſt, the Root and Spring of all other 
t | Graces, and neceſſary Conditions of Par- 
- | don and Eternal Life. 
, Proceed we now to put the Queſtion 
5 | toour ſelves, but be ſure to ſtare it aright : 
- | Let 1t not be, Whether there be any 
| Good 1n us at all? for ſo we ſhall err on 
* | theonehand ; nor yet, Whether we have 
{ ſuch and ſuch a degree and meaſure of 
Grace? for ſo we ſhall err on the other 
hand : Bur, Whether, according to the 
fore-mentioned Scr iptures, ſuch and ſuch 
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a ſaving. Grate be in us or not? Now 1 
having begged of God his Helpto try the 
State of Soul by what follows ; this 17th of | 
Auguſt,.1676.. and do hope I find the true 
Marks'of ſaving Grace in my Soul, and 
defire there: to-enter them down, that I 
may have recourſe to it in time of need, 
and the Lord grant I be ſincere. 

I. O my Soul! haſt thou reſpect to, and 
doſt obſerve all God's Commandments ? 
Doſt thou keep the Law in Truth and 
Sincerity, tho not in gradual Perfection ? 
Doſt thou know God in part, and love 
God truly by a ſincere Obedience ? Doſt 
thou keep the Commandments in an Evan- 
gelical Senſe ? and wherein thou faileſt, 
doſt thou acknowledg thy Failings, and 
rely upon Chriſt for Pardon ?! Is thy uni- 
verſal Obedience internal and ſpiritual, 
as well as external ? Is thy Delight in the 
Law of God after the Inward Man ? Is 
thy Obedience to the Duties of both Ta- 
bles? Doſt thou make Conſcience of par- 
ficular Duties in every Relation ? 

2, O my Soul! haſt thou-Sincerity and | 
Uprightneſs of Heart ? Is there a power- 
ful Change of the whole Man by the Grace | 
of God ? Doſt thou do what is zood upon | 


mes 


m__ I. 
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this account, becauſe God commands it ? | < 


not becauſe it will agree with thy Ends 


and Advantage, but becauſe God hath 
5 required 
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| 12quired it? Art thou diligent and con- 
ſcientious in ſecret. Duties to perform 
f | them ? and in Spiritual or Heart-Sins, and 
e | ſecret Luſts, to avoid them ? Doſt thou 
d | ſerve God in Spirit ? Doſt thou eye God, 
I | whether in private or publick ? Doſt thon 
{ | ſet thy ſelf zealouſly againſt thoſe Sins 
thou art moſt inclined unto ? Doſt thon 
d | hate Sin molt in thy ſelf, and in thoſe that 
? | are neareſt unto thee ? Haſt thou reſpe&t 
d | to all God's Commandments ? but yetto 
? | the Duties of the firſt Table before the 
e | ſecond, to the Commands of greater 
ſt | Duties before thoſe of leſler Duties ?. or 
1- | if 11 all theſe Particulars thou findeſt not 
t, | ſuch an Uprightneſs as hath no Deceit or 
d | Falſhood, or carnal Reſpeas, at all joined 
i- þ with it, (foras all other Graces are but 
1, | in part, fo are we /zncere and upright but 
ie | part) art thou humbled under thy Hy- 
Is | pocriſy and ſpiritual Guile? Ard doft 
a- | thou truſt only to Chriit ? and doſt thou 
r- | cry as David did, for Truth in the mward 
parts 2 Doſt tliou obſerve the Frame of 
id | thy Heart in thoſe things, which noae but 
r- | God knows ! 

ce} 3. O my Soul! Doſt thou oppoſe a- 
2n | gainſt, and abſtain from Sin ? And is'this 
 ? | Oppoſition and Abſtinence ſettled :and 
fixed in thy Heart, not only for ſome-.fits. 
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and ſeaſons, bur is it the habitual Incli- , "IN | 


oh 


this Impoſlibility to ſin ariſe from a kind- 


well as publick ? and fear God's knowledg 
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nation of thy Soul? Is there in thee a | 


Difficulty, yea a kind of Impoſlibility to 
lin with Wilfulneſs and purpoſed Continu- 
ance, or with ſuch an univerſal Conſent 
of Soul as wicked Men do? And doth 


Iy Work of Grace within, and not from 
any terrible Reſtraint upon thy Conſci- 
ence without ? Doſt thou in good meaſure 
and by degrees not only leave outward 
groſs Sins, but even conquer and crucity 
the inward Body of Sin ! Doſt thou op- 
pole and leave Sin becauſe of the evil 
Nature of Sin, becauſe it is contrary to 
God ? Is the bent and inclination of thy 


Heart againſt Sin univerſally ? Doſt thou| 
with Paul, bewail the evil Motions of thy} 


Heart ? Doſt thou with Hezckigh, humble 


thy ſelf for the Pride of thy Heart ? Is5| 


Pride, Unbelief, Earthlineſs, and the ſe- 
veral Luſts of thy Soul diſcovered and 
crucified ? Doſt thou abhor ſecret Sins as 


of thy Sins more than all the World's ! 
Doſt thou abhor and lament Defects in 
holy Ordinances, as well as groſs Sins, 
Negleas of holy Duties, Lukewarmneſs 
and Diſtractions therein ? Doſt thou not 
only oppoſe Sin in thy ſelf, but ſet againit 


it in others ? Doſt thou chooſe rather to] 


— 
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ſuffer Affliction with the People of _— 
| thanh 
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than to ſin againſt God ? Art thou ſuch 


| an one, that thou canſt not ſin as others, 
thou dareſt not fin, thou haſt an habitual 


Averineſs to Sin ? Dolt thou not live in a 
courſe of known Sins, thou finneſt not 
ny FE Malice, nor makeſt a Trade of 
SIN * 

4. O my Soul ! Doſt thou perform Du- 
ties ſpiritually? Are thy Motives and 
Ends ſpiritual in thy ſpiritual Actions ? 
{uch as the Command of God, injoying 
of Communion with God, the Light of 
his Countenance, Increaſe of Grace, &c. 
Is there Zeal, Fervency, Activity in thy 
Performance of Duties ? Is there in thee 
a free Inclination to the Duties that God 


| Tequireth ? Are there in thee ſtrong Op- 


politions and Combats againſt the Fleſh, 


| and unregenerate part ? 


5. O my Soul ! Doſt thou love the Bre- 
thren? Doſt thou love them becauſe of 
the Image of God in them ? Doſt thou 
love them becauſe they are godly ? Doſt 
thou love all the Godly, Rich and Poor, 
High and Low, but them moſt of all that 
excel moſt in Purity and Godlineſs ? Art 
thou ready and willing to own them as 
Brethren, and to join with them in time of 
Perſecution ? Haſt thon an holy Zeal againſt 
Sinners ? an Impatiency and holy Grief 


| at the Wickedneſs of others ? Doſt thou 


G3 procure 
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procure all ſpiritual Good to the Bre- 
Thren as thou art able ! Doſt thou pray for 
them, exhort them, provoke them to 
Good ? Doſt thou bear their Burdens, and 
forbear their Infirmities? And if ſome- 
times thou findeſt ſome Envyings, ſome 
impatiencies towards ſome of the Bre- | 
thren, ( for.in the beſt is ImperfeCtion of 


Gfice) yet is thy Soul troubled at this ? 


Dolt thou pray down theſe Sins in thy 
Heart ? and art thou at no reſt till it be 0- 
therwife with thee ? Art thou not aſham'd 
to be calPd one of the Believers,one of the | 
holy Brethren In time of F erſecution ? 

6. O. my $5 ! Doſt thou love Chritt 7 
Dolt thou evidence this Love by keeping 
his Commandments, and by accepting of 
his Rebukes? Is thy Love to Chriſt a long 
and laſting, ever-living and continuing 
Eove ? Doft thou love himin Sincerity ? 
Cannot many Waters of Affliction quench 
this thy Love, nor the Floods of Perſe- 
cution drown it ? Is thy Love a tranicen- 
dent Love, furpaſling all other Love * 
Doth the Love of Father, Mother, Waite, 
Son, Daughter, Brother, Siſter, yea and 
of thy own Life alſo, give vlace to this 
Love ?' Doth Chriſt fit in the Tarone of 
thy Heart, and do all theſe fit below at 
thy Foot-ſtool ? Doſt thou bear ſuch fer- 
VENt warm Afﬀections to Chriſt, that thou 

FJ wouldit 
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wouldſt be content ta. part with all, ra- 
ther than part with him ? Cant thou ſay 
with David, The Lord 1s my Portion, and 
whom have I in Heaven but thee, and whom 
on Earth that T deſore tm compariſon of thee 2? 
The World; it may be, will be ſometimes 
creeping iinto' thy. Afﬀectians, 'thow canſt 
not: be quite: free from the Love of the 
World; yet doſt thou m thy ordinary, 
ſettled, prevailing Judgment, and Aﬀecti- 
ons, prefer Chriſt before all things in the 
World ? Doſt thou make Chriit the End 
of thy Delires, the very Reaſon why:thou 
heareſt and «prayeſt 7 Poſt thow firlt ſeek 
the Kingdom of Chriſt and his Righteouſ- 
neſs? If thou doſt not ſeek it fo zealouſly 
as thou ſhouldſt, yet hath it the chief of 
thy Deſires and Endeavours ? and 1s no- 
thing elſe deſired and preferred before it ? 
Is thy Vatuation-of it ſo high, that thou 
wouldſt not exchange thy Title to it, 
and hopes of God's Acceptance for any 
Worldly Good whatſoever ? Nay, art 
thou willing to labour and ſuffer for it; 
and tho the Fleſh may ſometimes ſhrink 
or draw: back, yet art thou reſolved and 
content to-go through all ? 

7. O my Soul ! Doſt thou believe in the 
Eord Jeſus Chriſt £ Doſt thou find that 
thou art naturally a loſt condemned Crea- 
ture z and doſt thou believe. that Jeſus 
C. 4 Chriſt 
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Chriſt is the Mediator, who hath made 
a ſufficient Satisfaction to the Law ; and 
coniidering that in the Goſpel he is offered 
without exception to All, doſt thou 
heartily conſent that he, and healone ſhall 
be thy Saviour ? Art thou content to take 
him for thy King, to govern and guide 
thee by his Laws and Spirit ? Art thou 
willing to obey him, even when he com- 
mands the hardeſt Duties, and thoſe which 
moſt croſs the Deſires of the Fleſh ? Is it 
thy ſorrow when thon breakeſt thy Re- 
ſolution herein, and thy Joy when thun 
keepeſt cloſe in Obedience to him ? And 


tho the World and Fleſh do ſometimes in- 


tice and over-reach thee, yet is it thy or=- 


dinary Deſire and Reſolution to obey ? ſo | 


that thou wouldſt not change thy Lord 


and Maſter for all the World. 


\ By theſe things he adviſeth to try, and 
bring our Hearts to anſwer ; ſuffer them 
not to be ſilent, nor to think of other 
matters : it any Queſtion be hard through 
the Darkneſs of our Hearts, yet do not 
five it over, but ſearch the clofer, and 
itudy the caſe the more exactly ; and 1t it 
be poſlible let not our Hearts give over, 
till we have' reſolved the Queſtion, and 
told us off or on in what caſe we are : yea 


wreſtle with thy Heart till thou haſt pre- 


vailed, and fay I will not let thee go till 
thon 


[ 
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| thou haſt anſwered. He that can prevail 
| with his own Heart, ſhall alſo be a Pre- 


valler with God. 

When we have diſcovered the truth of 
our State, then paſs the Sentence accor- 
dingly. A meer Examination will do us 
little good, if we proceed not to a Judg- 
ment. Conclude as we find, either we 
are true Believers, or we are not ; either 
we have a Title to Heaven, or that we 
have not: but paſs not this Sentence with 
Seli-flattery, nor from Melancholy Ter- 
rors and Fears. 

1/t. Not with Self-flattery. Alas ! what 
will it profit us to quit our ſelves as the 
Children of God, when we vilibly expreſs 
the Power of Sin and Satan in our Lives ? 

24dly. On the other ſide, paſs not this 
Sentence from Melancholy Unbelief, Ter- 
rors, and Fears. As the carnal Man fails 
the former way, ſo the tempted Chrittian 
ſometimes fails this way. In this caſe 
run we over our Evidences again and a- 
g41n, and procecd we from thoſe that are 
more dithcult, to tiole that are more 
ealy. One Sign perhaps may be more culily 
perceived than another; and if we can 
but diſcover ſome, yea it but oze, we may 
aſluredly gather all the reit are there. 

Come then, pais on now to Sentence : O, 
but 1mplore the Spirit's Alliance ; aow it 

CG 8 ever 
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eyer. let us deſire him to ſhine on ovr 
Graces, and then ſpeak groundedly and 
deliberately, and truly as we find accor- 
ding to our very Conſciences ! Do not 
conclude, as ſome do, I am a-good Chri- 


ſttan ; or as others do, I am a Reprobate, 


or: an Hypocrite,. and ſhall be damned : 
When we have no ground for what we ſay, 
but- our own Fancy, or Hopes, or Fears. 
tet not our Judgment be any way biaſs'd 
or; brib?d from ſentencing aright. 


Then: he further adviſeth, that we: 


ſhould labour to get our Hearts kindly 


ateced with its diſcovered Condition, 


according to the Sentence.paſt on it. Do 


not-think-it enough to know, but labour: | 
to fect what God hath made us to ſee, if 
we-find 'our ſelves renewed and  ſandGified 


indeed: O let us get this warm and cloſe 
to:our Hearts! bethink onr ſelves what a 
bjeſſed Eſtate - hath the. Lord brought us 
mto, to be his Children, his Friends ; to 
be- pardoned; juſtified, and entitled © to 
Eife Why? what is it -we now need to 
fear but ſinning againſt him! Come War, 
or Plagne, or Sickneſs, or Death, we are 


fare they can bur thruſt us into Heaven. . 


Thns let us follow theſe Meditations till 


they have left their- Impreſſions on onr 


Hearts, Then he adviſcth:to record this 
Seatence. ſo paſled, to write 1t down, 


winch: 


C” WOW to Qo.o oY Og % 


w 


V1 
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WE 
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which now 1 deſire to do this 18th of Au- 
guſt 1676, 


Having ſearched and tried my Heart 
yeſterday, and at this time alſo, after. I 
hope earneſt and hearty Prayer to God, 
for the. help of his Spirit to try my State 


| and Condition, I did fall again'to the 


Work of Selt-trial by the fore-mentioned 
Particulars; and tho I cannot fully de- 
clare. a poſitive Anſwer to every Queſtion, 
yet, if ivy Heart doth not very much de- 
ceive me, I cart to moF# of them ; I hope 
E can, 1 'beg of God I may not be de- 
ceived : It is ſome Comfort to me where 
I cannot ſo fully anſwer ſome of them, 1 


| hope, I can traly ſay, 1 moſt heartily defire 
| it may be ſo with nie. And' tho Grace be 


very weak in me, (which I hope I deſire 


| to be humbled and mourn for) yet I dare 


not deny God's Work in me ; I muſt not 
deny the Day of ſimail Things, bat to the 
Glory. of God muſt own, ſurely there 4s 
lomething of Good wr ought i in me by his 
Holy Spirit. And my Comfort i is, Chriſt 
will not quench the ſmoaking Flax, nor break. 
the bruiſed Reed, Mat.12.20. I am not now 
affefted with the diſcovery of my Condi- 
tion as I ſhould, and do not find at pre- 
{ent inward Comfort in my Soul; I am 
and have heen much. under the. With- 
arawings- 
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drawings of God for a time, by reaſon 
of my Apoſtacy and Backſlidings from 
him, and not walking cloſely with him 
yet I defire,I hope,to lament after the Lord, 
and not content my ſelf, till I again meet 
with him. | The Lord give me Grace to 
wait on him ina way of Duty, and to act 
Grace tho ] want Comfort. O if I am 
but ſincere, and wait {till upon God, who 
can tell but ke may return with Comfort 
to my poor Soul! The Lord help me to 
maintain Faith and Hope through Chriſt, 
Tho T fit in Darkneſs and ſee no Light, yet 
to truſt in the Lord and ſlay my ſelf on my 
God, Iſa. 50.10. The Lord help me now 
to walk anſwerable to the great Things | 
he hath done for my poor Soul. I deſire 
and hopeT may have recourſe to this here- 
after, as I ſhall have need: And that it 
may be of Comfort to me for the time to 
come, as Mr. Ambroſe adviſeth : His words | 
are; This Record will be very uſeful to us 
hereafter; if we find we have a Work of 
Grace in us, what a help will it be againſt 
the next Temptation to doubting and | 
fear, to go and read under our Hands 
this Record? May we not think, if at 
fuch a time I found the truth of Grace, 1s 
it not likely to be now the ſame, and theſe 


Doubts to come from the Enemy of my 


Peace? Yet truſt not fo to ove Diſcovery, | 
5 | as | 
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as to try no more: Eſpecially if we have 
made any foul Defections from Chriſt, and 
play?d the Backſliders, ſee then that we re- 
new the ſearch again : neither let this hin- 
der us inthe daily ſearch of our Ways, or 
of our increaſe in Grace, and Fellowſhip 
with Chriſt. Itisan ill ſign, and a deſpe- 
rate vile Sin, for a Man when he thinks 
he hath found himſelf gracious, and in 
a happy ſtate, to let down his Watch, and 
grow negligent of his Heart and Ways, 
and ſcarce look after them any more. 
Neither ſhould we give over in Diſcou- 
ragement, if we cannot at once or twice, 
or ten times trying diſcover our Caſe, 


| but follow it on till we have diſco- 


vered it ; if one Hour or Day will not do, 
take another ; if one Miniſter cannot di- 
rect us ſufficiently, go to another ; the 
INue will anſwer all our Pains. There is 
no ſitting down diſcouraged in a Work 
that muſt be done. If we have been Hy- 
pocrites, or ungodly Perſons all our Lives, 
yet is the Promiſe offered to us by Chriſt, 
and he tenders himſelf to us, to be our 
Lord and Saviour ; neither can we poſſibly be 
ſo willing to accept him, as he 15 to accept us. 
Nothing but our own Unwillingneſs can 
keep our Souls from Chriſt, tho we have 
hitherto abuſed him, and diſſembled with 
him. Q that the Lord would perſwade 
us 
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us to the cloſe Performance of this ſelf- 
trying Task, that we might not tremble 
with Horror of Soul whea the Judg of all 
the World fhall try us ; but have our Evi- 


dences ſb ready at haid, and be fo able 


to prove our Title .to Heaven, that the 
thoughts and approach of Death and Judg- 
ment might revive our Spirits, and fil] us 
with Joy, and not apale us, and fill us 
with Amazement, | 


September the 1 9th, 1676. Finding my 


Heart very hard and dead of tate, and be- 
ing ftill under the Withdrawings of God, 
but I bleſs God, I hope ſenſible of it, and 
defirous to wait upon him for Diſcov: erics 
of his Love and Favour,and to tament after 
kim, and feek him in his Ordinances : (for 
[ hope I cannot take up with Duty with- 
out ſomething of God 1n it, at leaſt ſome 
Quickrings and Drawings out of my Heart 
after him in earneſt Deſires, and Longings, 
and Pantings after him) yet l am apt to be 
caſt down, my Conſcience 1s apt to accule 
me, that I do not my Duty, and am fear- 
fol lett Death come of a ſudden, and hnd 
me unready, and thereupon am greatly 
troubled ; and. not knowing what to do, 
methinks I would not be wanting 1n my 
Duty, and. .often pray that G od. would 
hew me-my Duty, and help me to co it : 
yet 
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yer when I think to go about any thing, 
there comes ſuch a multitude of things 
into my Mind, to do this, and to do the 
other, (and all cannot be done together) 
that I am ſometimes almoſt diſcouraged, 
and tempted to let all alone. The Lord 
in infinite Mercy look upon me for Chriſt's 
ſake, and help me againſt this Temptation 
of Satan, and my own wicked Heart, and 
enable me to remember the Lord is gra- 
clous and mercitul, and accepts of the 
willing Mind; where there is Truth and 
Sincerity. The Lord help me allo to re- 
member.and believe, tho I muſt be doing, 
yet I am not juſtified for it, if I could do 
never ſo much. The Lord help me to 
renounce all, and truſt wholly to Jeſus 
Chriſt for Acceptance, for Juftification, 
and Salvation, Now this Morning being 
in my Shop, and having nothing to do, 
(Trading being very dead) I thought 
with my ſelf what to ſet about ; and tho 
I have examined my ſelf before, yet know- 
ing I cannot be too much in this Work, I 
reſolved to go td it again; and altho I 
cannot fo folemnly ſearch my Heart, as if 
I were in ſecret, yet I hope I find ſome- 
thing of Mr. Nalton's CharaGters, which 1 
ſhall here notc. | 
Queſtion. How may we-know: Chriſt is 
ours, and we arc his ?! 
Anj 
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Anſ.1. Do you highly prize Jeſus Chriſt? | 


2, Are you made new Creatures ? 


3. Do you find the Power of Corrup- | 


tion in ſome meaſure abated in you ? 

4. Are you deſirous to have Chriſt rule 
over you as well as fave you ? 

5- Doſt thou lament after the Lord, and 
mourn over a crucified Saviour ? 

6. Doyou feel Sin a Burden, and would 
you willingly be rid of it ? 


Queſt, How may I know I love Chriſt ? 

Anſw. 1. If you love Jeſus Chriſt, you 
w1ll be content with nothing but his Love 
again : All the World will not content 
you, without the Love of Chriſt. 

2. If you love Jeſus Chriſt, you will de- 
light to think and ſpeak of Chriſt. 

3. If you love Chriſt, you will be afraid 
to offend him. 

4. You will love the Saints and Follow- 
ers of Chriſt. 

5. You will delight to be where Chriſt 
is, in his Ordinances and rejoice in his 
Preſence when you meet with him. 

6. Love to Chriſt will make you ſeck 
the Honour of Chriſt. 

7. Your Lives will run out in Jively 
actings and exerciſe of Grace upon Chriit. 

8. If you love Chriſt, yon will not 
think any thing too much to do for Chriſt, 

Or 
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or to part with for him. Jf you love me keep 
' my Commandments, ſaith Chriſt 3 fo that 


if I keep ChriſPs Commandments, it is a 


ſign that I love him. 


Now follow ſome Charaders that Mr. 
Nalton laid down of true Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; but. before theſe he gives ſome 
Rules to help us in trying our ſelves. 1. If 
you would judg aright of your Fazth, beſure 
you do not truſt to your own Hearts. 


| 2, Examine your Hearts when you are in 


a calm, quiet, compoſed Frame. 3. Take 
heed you do not err in the nature of Faith, 
to think there is 10 true Faith, where there 
is 0 Aſſurance, 4. Judg not of your Faith 
by ſome legal Troubles, that have been in 
your Spirits asa fore-runner of Faith ; but 
judg by the Conſequents of theſe Trou- 


| bles, whether they bring Chriſt and your 


Souls nearer together. 5. Tho you mult 
judg your Faith by the Fruits of it, yet they 
are in ſome of a higher degree, ſome of a 
lower degree. Joy in Tribulation is a 


| high Fruit of Faith that every Man can- 


not attain. unto. Let not a Man fay, I 
have no Faith, becauſe I cannot ſing in a 
Priſon ; but-if there be but any Fruit of 
Faith, that diſcovers to thee thou art a 
Believer, tho not a ſtrong Believer, thou 
haſt cauſe to rejoice, 

Now 
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Now Thope my Deſire is to try my ſelf] 


by theſe iMarks' of true 'Faith following. 
The Lord grant I may find themin my 
Soul for Chriſts ſake. 71 

1/3. True Faith may be known by the 
eficient or principal Cauſe of it, -which 
is no other but the holy Spirit- of God, 
All the Angels in Heaven-and: Saints on 
Earth cannot perſwade'my Heart to' be- 
heve, till the Spirit.of God draw my Soul 
to Jeſus Chriſt. Now hath the Spirit of 
God drawn thee to Chriſt ? + Have you| 
found the mighty Power of the '$pirit: of 
God- overcoming the Pride and Stubborn- 
neſs of your-Wills, to make you willing 
to accept of Chriſt 'on- his-own Terms * 
then you have a true Faith. 

2dly. True Faith may be known by the 


manner-of ProduRtion, the Spirit'of God | 


hath previous, or foregoirig Work upon 
the Soul.. © 1. The Spirit of God convinces 
the Sinner; this goes before believing, | 
the Spirit of God lets a Sinner ſee the in- | 
fide of himſelf. Thou art 4 Sinner, faith | 
the Spirit of God ; ſo that the poor Sinner | 
fees himſelf in a loſt and undone Condi- | 
tion in himſelf by reaſon of Sin. 2. Af- 
ter convincing the Spirit of God bumbles 
the Sinner, he is humbled to the Dult. 
This Sorrow and Humiliation is in ſome 
more, in ſome leſs, but in all there 1s 10 


muck 
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- much ſenſe of Sin and Miſery, as to drive 
the Sinner out of himſelf, and tolet him 
1y| ſee he muſt periſh for ever without Chrilt, 
| 3. There is alſo an incouraging Work of 
hef the Spirit of God; having convinced and 
-h} humbled the Sinner, he revives him by 
d.| ſome Heart-chearing' Conſiderations ; as, 
»n| (1.) That there is a Chriſt, an All-fuffi- 
e-| Cient Saviour, by whom he may be delt- 
vl] vered from Wrath to come. (2.) The 
of} Spirit of God makes a particular profter 
>n} of Chriſt, and Pardon, and Grace to.him, 
>f| and tells him the Promiſes-of the Goſpet 
1-| are made to him, as well as others, and 
| g | that God invites him poor Sinner, and that 
;?| there is Mercy for him if he accept it. 
| (3.) The Spirit of God doth ſometimes 
e | ſecretly whiſper to the Soul of a Sinner 
d | by a Voice within him, inviting him. art 
n. drawing him to come to Chriſt: Come to 
es | me all ye that labour, and. are heavy laden, 
7, | and I will give you Reſt - Ho, every one that 
- | thirſteth, come to the Waters. Art thou a 
h| thirſty Soul ? thou art he that is invited, 
r | faith the Spirit of God ; therefore ſtand 
- | out no longer. (4.) The Spirit of God 
- | doth work Faith by bowing the Will, ma-' 
s King 1t pliable, ro come and taſte how 


-, good Chriſt is. Well, faith the Soul, I am 
E reſolved to come to Chriſt, tho I know not 
o  0w 1 hall ſpeed. TI willcaſt my Soul into 
the 
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the Arms of Chriſt ; and if I ſink, I will 
fink with a. Saviour in my Arms; I will 
live or die witn him. Now deal truly 
with your Souls, hath the: Spirit of God 
wrought Faith in you in this manner ? 
3dly. You may. know the truth of Faith 
by.its vital A&, which is an bearty Conſent 
zo receive Chriſt - it is a Conjugal Con- 
ſent that makes your Faith a true Faith. 
1. That 1s, when the Sinner hath regard 
to his Perſon. as well as his Portion. 
2. When we receive him to be our Lord 
and Husband ; to be ruled by him as well 


as to be redeemed by him. 3. It excludes | 
all other Partners, I will have Chriſt and | 
none but Chriſt ; if I have him, I have 


enough. 4. It includes all Conditions. 


FE am content to be his in Want as well as 


Wealth, in Adverſity as well as-Pro- 

erity, in Temptation as well as Con- 
ſolation; I am content to- follow him 
through Dirt, and Mire, and Blood. 
5.. Such a Man yields to Chriſt out of 
Choice ; a Man willingly yields to Chriſt, 
he can ſay, I am thine wholly ; I have made 
Choice. of thee to be my Portion, my Re- 
deemer. 

4thly. True Faith may be known by-the 
Fruits of it.: Some Fruits in reference to 
Chriſt, ſome in reference to our ſelves. 
The Fruits in reference to Chriſt are theſe. 


1. Irve 
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1. True Faith will make you highly to 
prize Jeſus Chriſt, You will ſet ſuch a 
Price upon Chriſt that all the Beauty, and 
Bravery, and Pomp, and Glory of the 
World, all the Pleaſures and Treaſures 
in the World will be but a heap of Dung 
in compariſon of him. The Perſon of 
Chriſt is exceeding precious, Cant 5. 10. 
My Beloved 1s white and ruddy, the chiefeſs 
of ten thouſand ;, his Mouth 1s Sweetneſſes, he 
5 altogether lovely : His Blood 1s very pre- 
cious, his Offices very precious, his Graces 
very precious, an Intereſt in him is very 
precious, the Purchaſe of his Blood very 
precious; the Inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, that fadeth not away 1s very 
precious ; all the Kingdoms of the World 
are not worthy to be compared to it. 

2, True Faith will work earneſt, fervent, 
regular Deſtres after Chriſt, and Commu- 
nion with him. This 1s certain, where 
Faith is once wrought, the Soul is reſtleſs, 
till it reſts in a Saviour. Theſe Defres at- 
ter Chriſt may be known by four Proper- 
ties. (1.) By the Ardency of them, they 
are not weak and ſlight Deſires, but com- 
manding Deſires, like the Deſires of Hun- 
ger and Thirſt that muſt be ſatisfied. 
Tell the Sou] who defires Chriſt, that he 
ſhall have the World and Riches enough ; 
no, ſaith he, that will not content me 3 
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give me Chriſt or elſe 1 die. Tell him of 
ovtward Comforts and Accommodations, 


theſe are not Chriſt, ſaith he. (2.) By | 
the A4@#:ivity of them : theſe Deſires will | 
not be ſluggiſh lazy Delires, to look that | 
Chrilt ſhould drop into their Mouths | 


without looking after him. But if you 
deſire Chriſt indeed, you will earneſtly 
fteek him, as a Man that is hungry indeed 
will be ready to break through any Diffi- 
culties for Food. (3.). By the Prevalency 
of them: They will be prevalent and 
powertul: Defires, they will make the? 
content to part with ſomething for Chriſt. 
when Chriſt ſaith, I would have thee 
leave ſuch a Luſt, with all my Heart faith 
the Soul : When Chrilt ſaith, Follow me 
in any. hard Duty, as' the Duty of Self- 
denial , with all my Heart: faith the Soul. 
Moſes was content to part with all his 
 Preferment for Chriſt ; he connted the 
Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than 
the Treaſures of Egypt. (4.) By the 
Conſtancy of them. If your Deſires are 
right, you will {till be deſiring more of 
Chriit ; you will never be ſo fatisfhed, as 
to ſay yon have enough of him, but be 


hungring and thirfting ſtill : Pjal-119. | 


20. My Soul breaketh for the longing it hath 


to thy Judgments at all times. A Man that | 
hath taſted of the Sweetnels of Chriſt ; | 


O 


O that I; miglititaſte more, - ſaith he ' 
There is a thouſand times more Sweetneſs 
jn Chriſt than. ever yet you taſted. He that 
faith/he knows Chriſt ſo much, that he de- 
fires'to know. no more, 1 dare ſay he never 


taſted the Sweetneſd of Chriſt at all; For 


the More you have experienc?d, the more 
you will hunger after him, and deliire him. 
3. Another Fruit of Faith in reference 
to Chrift is-this,. It will-work an earneſt, 
fervent Love to Chriſt, 1o that 8 Believer 
will love Jeſus Chrſt above all things, and 
ſay, Thy Loves are better than Wine, Cant. 
1.2, It 1s ſaid the Loadſtone will not 
draw Iron in the preſence of the Dia- 
mond; ſono outward Loadſtone of Plea- 
{ure and Contentment can draw the Soul 


in the preſence of the Lord Jeſus Chryt. 
When a Worldly Man doth boaſt, Theſe 
are my Lands, and Houſes, and Enjoy- 
ments: A Believer ſaith, all my Pleaſures 
and Riches, and Jewels, are in Jeſus Chrijt. 

As Mephiboſheth ſaid, 2 Kings 19. 30. Let 
vim take all, for as much as 1 have ſeen the 
Face of my Lord the K ng - So ſaith a true 
Believer, let Worldly Men take all, fo ] 
may ſee the Face of my Lord, the King of 


7 
G 


| Saints. 


When a Believer can draw out the 
Quinteſlence of all Creature-Comforts, 
and ſay the Sweetneſs of all is in Chriſt; 
0 how {weet 1s he then to that Soul ! 
Agaln 
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Again 3 This true Faith will make & i: 


Temptations, and Diſcouragements hg C 
can meet with in Heaven's way. What ot 
tho I ſufter Reproach for Chriſt, ſaith thq 
Believer, yet I can love him ſtill ; tho | 
{ufter the loſs of all my Eſtate for Chriſth 
yet I can love.him ſtill: nay.tho I ſuffer thd ca 
loſs of my Life for Chriſt, yet I will love vc 
him ſtill. 4&@s 21. 13. I am ready not only tr 
to be bound, but to die for the Name of Chriſt, 
This I confeſs is a high Act of Faith, but]: 
no. higher than many Martyrs have atm 
tained to: They felt ſuch a ſtrong and un- w 
quenchable Love in Jeſus Chriſt to their 
Souls ; therefore their Love was ſo drawn) P: 
out to Chriſt again, which made them! tc 
ready to ſuffer, and lay down their Lives to 
for him. 'fa 
Again ; True Faith will make a Man; 
love Chriſt without outward Encourage-ti 
ments. A Believer can ſay, what tho [Ct 
want theſe outward Accommodations 04 w: 
thers have, tho I be as poor as Job on} en 
the Dunghil, yet a Naked Chriſt is td j9) 
me more welcome than a beautified 
World, that is deck'd with all the Plen-| /7: 
ty and Proſperity, that can be imagined, t- 
As the ſtrongeſt Believer, he that hath] >: 
aſſurance of Chriſt's Love, may love: 
fl Chriſt more {trongly ; yet it 1s as oy thi 
S-- | 16 
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e &he that is the weakelt Belever, tho -he 
and knows not whether he be beloved of 
hq Chriſt, he loves Chriſt as rruly as the 
hat other. 
thi 4. Another Fruit of Faith, is a fear 
o Hof offending him. True Faith would not 
1ſt have Chrilt diſpleaſed ; it is traoe, Faith 
the cats out a flaviſh Fear, but a Fear of Re- 
Ive] verence and Watchfulneſs is the Fruit of 
ml true ſaving Faith. 
i 6 True Faith will work Holineſs and 
pul new Obedtence. Hence Faith 1s called a 
at+ m: _ holy Faith, becauſe 1t makes us holy ; 
un- we are ſanctified by Faith. 
ein "2 True Faith works Patience, not only 
wn Patience 1n walting, but Patience in ſut- 
eml-fcring : There is a Patience in waiting 
ves for the Accompliſhment of the Promiſes. 
Faith faith to a Bclever, the things thop 
an/waiteſt for are worth thy walting for 
Fed them; the Comiorts thou defirelt; the 
o Crown of Glory thou expeReit is worth 
o- waiting for: Again, Faith works Pat1- 
onfence in ſuftering, Heb. IO. 3-t. Try too 
t Joyfully the ſpoiling of tur Gn9ds, Kowting 
ied they had in Heaven a more indering Sith-- 


eni/tance. Hed. 11. 35, 37. They inaured the 
ed} trial of cruel] Mockings, of SCOLY G1128, Of 


ith] Boads, and Impriſonments : They were oned, 
welſamn aſunder, tempted, [lain with tne Sword ; 
ve they wandred about in Shecp-skins, and Goat- 
he D Skins, 
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SRins, being deftitute, forſaken, tormented : 
and yet their Faith in Jeſus Chriſt carried 
them through all theſe Sufferings. Faith 
tells the Soul, the Sufferings of this preſent 
Life are not worthy to be compared with the 
Glory that ſhall be revealed. 

7, True Faith will work an undaunted 
Profeſſion of Chriſt's Name, He will pro- 
teſs Chriſt openly when called toit. The 
Diſciples proteſled Chriſt when it- was 
Death to do ſo. I am not aſhawd of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle: I e- 
ſteem the Reproach of Chriſt better than 
the Glory of the World ; and the Crofs 
of Chriſt better than the Crowns of the 
\World: I eſteem his Crown of Thorns 
better than all others in this World, I 
bear about me the Marks of the Lord Jeſus, 
Gal.6.17. he calls his Sorrows and Suſfer- 
ings the Marks of Chriſt ; I eſteem them my 
greateſt Honour : God forbid, ſaith he, [ 
fFhould glory ia any thing but in the Croſs of 
Teſus Chriſt, This you ſec what Fruits 
Faith works in reference to Jeius Chriſt. 

Now there are Fruits of Faith in refe- 
rence to our ſelves, as theſe following. 

;. True Faith works abundance of 77- 
ward Peace and Joy: Rom. 5.1. Being 


juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with God. f 
And it muſt needs be ſo, becauſe that} 


Faith tells the Soul the Bond 1s ag 
| tnat 


* 
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that. Sin is pardoned, the Burden 1s taken 
off, Wounds, of Conſcience are healed 
with the Wounds of Chriſt.” A Believer 
can ſay, In Peace will 1 lay down my 
Head in the Boſom. of Chrift. When 
Storms and Waves ariſe, a Believer can 
fit in his Ark; Chrift and a good Con- 
ſcience is an Ark for a poor Soul, where 
he is ſafe. . A true Believer hath always 
the Ground of Foy, tho not always the Ex- 
ercaſe of It. 

\. 2, Another Fruit of Faith in reference 
to our {elves,. 1s Boldneſs in coming to the 
Throne of Grace + We have Boldnefs and 
Acceſs by Faith in Chriſt, Epheſ. 3. 12. 
A true Believer can pour out his Soul 
to God, make his Moan to his Father. 
It is his Comfort he can f0 to his Fa- 
ther with a Childlike Boldneſ and Con- 
hdence. 

3. Another Fruit of Faith. is Contempt 
of the World; Acts 4. They fold thei Poſ- 
ſeſſuons, and broy ght the Honey, and laid. it 
down at the Apoſtles Feet - They regarded 
it no more than the Dirt under their 
Feet. Faith bath an Eagle's Eye, it ſees 
things afar of; and an Eagle's Wing, to 
carry a Man above the Flatteries and the 
Frowns of the World. By Faith 270ſes, 


| feared nat the Framns of the King, Heb. 11. 


27, Faith lets a Man ſee there js We 
D 2 | to 


LOI 


'to be-found in Chriſt, than in the whole 


raters, and then ſpent a little time goir 
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World. He that can find a World inf 
Chriſt, will be willing to part with all thay 
World for Him. 

4. True Faith will produce a ſtrong Del. 
fire of ſtrengthening and increaſing it, and 
that both in Truth and Growth. It W1l , 
make a Man ſtill be ſearching his Heart: , 
that he-may be ſure he hath the Truth of 
Faith, It makes a Man prize a Soulſ. 
ſearching Miniſtry, that may plough uy, 
the Fallow Ground of his Heart : Andi 
works a deſire of -Growth alſo, it makes 
Believer pray, Lord! increaſe my Faiti, 
whether thou increaſe my Trade an... 
Wealth or no; however Lord increafſ 
my Falth. 


Y)1 


917 


After I bad wrote theſe things I went 11 y 
my Cloſet, and there begged of God his He 
and Aſſiſtance to try my ſelf by theſe Ch ' 


over them, and trying my State by them 
[ bleſs the Lord I now cannot but ſay to k 


:Glory, that I find them'in ſome meaſure 1 B 
me... hope that thoſe I could not ſo pojitivq , 
anſwer to, yet I could in the Defire of 


Soul: T hope in the Lord I am not deceive = 


If I am, T beſeech him for Chriſt's "s 


to undeceive me, and let me know how it 
with me « But methinks God hath begun ſor 
ſe Zog 
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#00d Work in me, and wrought Faith in my 


poor Soul, tho it ts very weak. 
humble me, and the Lord help me to bleſs his 


hold 
4 un 
thy! 
__ indeavour and beg of him the Increaſe of 
il o what I have done this Day Cand what 15. 
hol 


oulſ it in an bour of Death. 


R 41 may not now be ſecure gnd careleſs, but that 
wah. may waik wery cloſely and exadly before 
wil pim, to his Praiſe and Gary. here, tilt at laſt 
come to live with-him in his Eleavenly 

ww ingdom. | 


| Maythe oth, ,, 1678. I ſpent the Day ir in 
a. ſecret Faſt. One End, among others, 


earch into the State of- my Soul again ; I 
Iſo that I may be inabled to ſuffer for. 
Khriſt if I am called to it, &c; 

, j4 LhopelIdelired to be ſfincereand hearty, | 
' I tried my ſelf by the Marks and Cha- 
FaQers before ſet down : I hope I can ſay 
pon ſearch, that'the Lord hath wrought 
gg ving Grace in- me : ; It was I hope oo 
hearty. Prayer that if it was not fo, I 
1ight not ſo enter 1t here; but I truſt the 
ord hath turned me from Darkneſs to. 

D 3 Light, 


{ 
P 
tt 
ſon 
god 


The Lerd 
Woly Name for the leaſt Grace ;, and. earneſtly 
jt. I hope in the Lord I may have recourſe. 
Entred before) mm a time of Doubts and Fears, 
art n an hour of Trouble, under Gods Withdraw-: 


ngs ; yea, that I may have Comfort from: 
Toe Lord grant Þ 


propoſed to my ſelf in- it, was, to: 
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Light, and that F am not dead in Sins 
and Treſpaſles, but there is a Principle of 
Life in me ; the Lord grant I may not be 
deceived. Towards the cloſe of the Day 


f read over my Covenant, and hope I did| * 


from my very Heart deſire to bewail the 
Breach of it, and to renew it-with the 
Lord; which I did, I hope, in the ſtrength 


of his Grace, defiring Chriſt may be my| *<: 


Surety, being much afraid of my being 


deceived, leſt it fiould be with me as here-| 
I hope I did heartily take the 


tofore. 
Lord for my God, and. give up my ſelf 


unto him ; and bind my felf. to forſake all] 


Sin, and to live more to his Glory, ac- 


cording to the Covenant I entred into| 


with the Lord about eleven Years fince 


(taken out of Mr. Allen's Book.) I blefs God|: 


I was allifted ts Day in the Work I ander- 


tobk'; the Lord accept of 'me through! 
Chriſt; and let not this Day be loſt. ©}; 
that E may Abt prove. falſe and hypocriti-| 


cal with hit! but go away enabled to 


Jive more td his Praiſe here, till I come} 


to be for eyer with him hereafter. 


3ISCE _—__ 


 Jannary the zoth, 1682. 1, ſpent this 


Day 1n a ſecret Faſt in my Cloſet ; the! 


main- End I propoſed toimy ſelf, was to} M 


ſearch again my Heart, to'find out whe-| 


vo! 


ther there was a Work of Grace wrouvght| El 


'M 


' begun that good Work 12 me, ths 
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in me or no: allo that I might get Cor- 
ruption more ſubdued that 1s yet ſtrong 
in me ; and that I may be inavled to {ut- 
fer for Chriſt if I am called to it, &c. I 
lope I delired to be hearty in the Worx, 
to Hardneſs and Deadneis was too much 
pou me. The Lord forgive; I hope 
C 


T 


may ſay to the Glory of God, that jte ha 
+ 
Sf 


will pertect to the Day of Chriſt: I aid 
earneſtly beg of the Lord that 1 might 


'not be deceived, and I hope I am not. 1] 
| truſt the Lord hath pluck'd me out of a 
Natural Eſtate, and turned my Heart from 


Sin unto hunſelf, The Lord grant I may 


now live anſwerable to the great things 


' he hath done for me, and keep the Co- 
| venant I have this Day renewed. 


a. 


Fanuary the zoth, 168.4. I kept asa Faſt, 


| and ſpent a good part of the Morning in 
ſecret Prayer : after Family-Duty, I went 


to hear a Sermon, and then back to my 
Cloſet, where I ſpent the reſt of the Day. 


' The Ends 1 propoſed to my ſelf were, that 


God would help me againſt Worldlinels, 
and diſtruſt of his Providence (for I have 
been much troubled of late by reaſon of 
many Loſles, and Trade being failen al- 
moſt to nothing) and quiet my Mind, and 


enable me to truſt him, and withal, di- 
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rect me how to proceed as to Earthly 
Things; having ſome thoughts of leaving 
this Houſe. And I defired-alſo to be fir-| ic 
ted for the Lord?s-Supper, and_ that I 
mught have Strength to ſtiffer whatever 
God ſhould call me to. And in reference! 
to the Publick, I defired to ſeek God for b] 
Mercy to his Church, and to theſe Na- 
£10nsS. 

I began with reading ſome Portion of 
God's Word, then examined my ſelf of 
the State of my Soul; by ſome Characters 
of Grace. ih this Book. I hope I de- 
fired heartily the help of God, and ear-! 
neſtly, begg'd I might give a right Judg-: 
ment. of. my ſelf, and was afraid of do-| © 
ing otherwiſe.. I hope I may ſay to God's, ** 
Glory, firely there is ſomewhat of al; 
Work of Grace that he hath graciouſly! b 
wrought in my Soul, and that I'am not * 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. Bleſſed, O l 
bleſſed be his Name ! - 

I am not affeted as I onght, but am c 
apt to fear ſtill, knowing my Heart is de-| 5 
ceitful.. The Lord help me to be much 
in this trying Work; for I cannot mare js 
r00 ſure of my Salvation. The Lord re-: 
moye Doubts and Fears, and ſtrengthen 
my. Faith in him and in his Promiſes. 
After Self-examination, I ſpent the rei? , 
of my time in Prayer, and hope I was' * 
| hearty 
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hearty therein, The Lord hear my poor. 


o\ Pray ers for my ſelf, for my Children, and 


| for the Publick. I alſo read over my Co- 


venant, entred into with the Lord many 
Years lince, and I renewed Covenint with 
God. The Lord help me to live anſwera- 


.. bly ; and that Sin may be more ſubdued, 


and Grace ſtrengthened ; that I may find 
the Benefit.of this Day while I live, and 


-. be fitted for the everlaſting Enjoyment of- 
- God in Ny: 


Febru uary the 6th, 1685. 1 kept a Faſt 


| by my ſelf. T he main thing I had upon 


my Hewt, was the low Eſtate of. the 


: Church, and of theſe Nations; as alſo to 
| ſearch into the-State of my Soul, to get. 
: my Heart more taken off the World, to 
! have Corruption mortified, and be ena- 
' bled to ſuffer for Chriſt, if called to it, 


and never to forſake him. I bleſs God, I 
had his Aſſiſtance, and hope I was hearty 
12 tne. Work ; and that upoa trial I inay 
ſay, God hath begun a good Work, which 
he will carry on and pe rfect to the Day 
of Jeſus Chriſt. O that. I might make 
more ſure of Chriit, and Grace, and Heax 


; ven! eſpecially when I can make ſare of 


nothing below, but am at ſuch Uncertain - 
_ 43 to all outward things. Th: Lard 

help me to live in ſome mexture anſwera- 
#1 B ble - 


— 
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ble tb his great Mercies, ard to keep the if 
Covenant with tim that I have this _ 
renewed. i 

A OI n Ii 


Things whereby a Man may examine 
and judg of himſelf. 1. If you would 6 
be laved, you muit by Joey and ſerious V\ 
Repentanceforſake the World and Sin, © 
and turn to God in Chriſt, and firmly C 
believe in him. 2. You mult reſi 1gn and C 
devote your ſelf to be the Lord's. 3. You I: 
mult take the Favour of God for your t 
Happineſs. 4. You muſt be diligent inn 
the uſe of all oo Means and Duties. C 
5. You muſt ſtudy the Scriptures, to know |t 
God's Mind, and do it. 6. The whole 4 
Courſe of your Lives will be fet to pleaſe V 
and honour God. Now examine whether 'C 
you are like to be faved. How is it, OL 
my Soul, as to theſe things? Do' I goin t 
the broad Way or not ? Let not the De- 
vil keep you from this Self-Examination ; 
a he can prevall for that, you may make C 

a great Profeſſion, and do many things, 0 
wh. yet periſh for ever. a 

Jadg of thy ſelf by theſe things, and #: 


ſerioutly enquirez 1. Whether Eternal « 


Salvation have the Preheminence of your 1 
Eſteem and Choice, that you preter it be- | 
fore all O_ Proſperity? 2. Is the 

obtaining of this Salvation,and preparing @ 
for 
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 thefor it, the great Buſineſs of your Lives ? 
day$- Under the ſenſe of Sin, do you give 
lp your ſelves to Chrilt, as the only Phy- 
— fician of Souls, to heal, and help, and fave 
nineyou ? 4. Is it the ſincere Defire of your 
»u1d Souls, that you may be faved trom Sin, as 
ious Well as Hell 7 from the Power and Practice 
Sin, Of Sin, as well as from the Wrath of 
mly God? 5, What is the Matter of thy 
and Comfort 2 Is it to converſe with God ? to 
You look up to him with hope of his Accep- 
our Lance ? Doth the Light of God's Counte- 
t in nance give the? more Joy than the In- 
ies. creaſe of Riches ! Canſt chon fay from 
10w thy Heart, thou hadit rather be poor, and 
tle defpiied, and miſerable in this World, 
>aſe With God's Favour, than to be the great- 
her ielt Perion in the World, and God to be 
, O' thine Enemy ! Examine by fuch things. as 
Oo in theſe. | 
De- | | | 
In; O let me be 1m earnelt jor Cimitand 
ake 'Grace, and never reſt ti}! it be put -opt 
12s, of doubr, that God in Chrift 1s my God, 
and that he hath made az everiajting Cove- 
ind ant with me! If this be not, I am un+ 
nal done for ever! Bur this I muſt abram, or 
OUr Ny Soul ſhail be in Bitternets before the 
be- Lord while I have a Being! Nothing 


Cf 
"_-" 


the ſhall comtort me while I am Graceleſs, 


p I xarrt eh: C h4-adt | 6-294 vintiyed fe 
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Him, his Grace and Favour againſt all 


Denials, It. God will not let me ſee the 


Good of his Choſen; and reveal his Chriſt: 


and Grace in me, [I will mourn, I will mourn, 
vwiule 1live.! If God will not comfort me, 
nothing elſe ſhall ! If I may not find Reſt 


and: Peace -1n Chrilt, -I will have none at 


all !:If God will take no Pleafure in me, 


I will take none in-my ſelf! My Tears: 


ihall. be my Meat continually ! I] will go 
mourning in this World while I have a 
Day to live, till Chriſt ſhall pleaſe to caſt 
an Eye of Grace and Mercy on me ! Nay, 
tet it come-to this, I cannot live if God 
be not reconciled ! If - Chriſt be not mine, 
my Spirit fails! if the Lord do not re- 
Heve: me, there is nothing; no abiding 


fer-me, unleſs: he ſpeak a word of Peace | 


W hen the Soul 1s brought to. this, 1 muſt 
have an Intereſt in Chriſt, or nothing 
will ſatisfy me; ſuch an one ſhall find 
Acceptance-: "Therefore be in good ear- 
neſt, and let the Deſires of the Soul riie 
up. to .an .holy. Reſtleſneſs. O wretched 
Neghgence, that we can let tne greatelt 
Concerns of our Souls lie at hazard ail 
our. days !. 


Ten Qneſtions t9 ask our Hearts. Thus 
Mr:oSterd] ad vid we ſhould often commune 
veith'our Hearts. 


now. 
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with them. W hat Duties have neglected, 


and how. many Opportunities of doing, 


zood omitted? V. What State am I in ? 


 Amlina gractovs or {infel State, in Chriſt 
or in my Sins: if Iamin Chriſt, herules; 


it in Sin, that reigns. VI. What Frame am 
Iin! Amlina gracious or worldly Frame 
of Heart! 


ſtep to one. of them. IX, How far am 1 
on my way to Heaven? X. What ſhall I 
do to be ſaved ? Salvation 1s to be had, 
how ſhall 1 attain it !. 


His Covenant .with God. 


©; Moſt Dreadful God! for the Paſſion of 
C > thy Son, I beſeech Tnce. accept of toy 
poor Provigat, now projerating bimfel; at thy 
Door ; I bave failen from Toce by mine Int- 


Ex: 
now I am changed? I was a wretched Sin 
ner! II. What Good havel done. that God. 
may have the Glory, and I the Comfort ? 
HI. How have I doneit?. IV.. What have. 
. I neglected ? The ſlothful Servant-is con-- 
demn'd, who had Talents, but did no good. 


VII. What do I? Am I in 
my Calling; and in the way of my Duty? 
Am I now doing the Will of God? 
VII. Whither am I going? towards 
Heaven or Hell ? Every moment I take a 


quity. ; 
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quity, and am by Nature a Son of Death, 
and a thouſandfold more the Child of Hell by 
my wicked PratFice ;, but of thine Infmite 
Grace Thou baſt promiſed Mercy to me in 
Chriſt, if I will but turn to Thee with all my 
Heart ! Therefore upon the Call of thy Goſpel 
I am now come in, and throwing down my 
Weapons, ſubmit my ſelf to thy Mercy ! And 
becauſe Thou requireſt, as the Condition of my 
Peace with Thee, that I ſhould put aw Ty mine 
Idols, and be at Defiance with all thine Enc- 

mies, which I acknowledg I have wicxedly 
/ ded with againſt Thee ;, 1 here from the bot- 
tom of my Heart renounce them all, firmly 


Covenanting with Thee, not t9 allow my ſelf 


1n any known S1n, but to uſe conſcientiouſly 
all the Means that I know Tizou balk preſcrived, 
for the Death and utter DeſtrudFion of all my 
Corruptions. And whereas 1 have formerly 
1107 ainately and 1d9latror fly ict out my Af- 
fedions upon the World, I ao m_ reſpon my 
Heart to Thee that madeſs i, humbly pro- 
ou! before thy < —_— Majeſty, That it 
5 tne firm Reſolution of my Heart, and that 
I do unfeignedly defire Fog ace from Toee ; tot 
When Thou ſhalt call me hereunto, 1 717y 
prattiſe this my Rej9iution, through thy 1ſjt- 
ſtance, to forſuke al that 18 dear wito me 'n 
this World, rather than to turn from Tie to 
the Ways ” Sms and that I witl watch a- 
gainſt all its Temptations, woetber of Proſpe- 


rity 


—_ 


by 
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rity or Adwerſity, left they ſhould withdraw 
my Heart from Thee , beſeeching Thee alſo to 
belp'me againſt the Temptations of Satan, to 
whoſe wicked Suggeſtions I reſolve, by "thy 
Grace, never to yield my ſelf a Servant, And 
becanſe my onn Righteouſneſs is but menſtruous 
Rags, I renounce all Confidence therem, and 
acknowleds that I am of my ſelf a hopeleſs, 
helpleſs, undone Creature, without Righteouſ- 
neſs or Strength. 

And for as much as Thou haſt of thy bot- 
tomleſs Mercy offered moſt graciouſly tome 
wretched Simmer, to be again my God through 
Chriſt, if 1 would accept of Thee: 1 call 
Heaven and Earth to record 'this Day, that I 
do here ſolemmly avouch Thee for the Lord my 
God ;, and with all poſſible Feaeration, bowing 
the Neck of my Soul under the Feet of thy 
moſt Sacred Majeſ'y, I do here take Thee the 
Lord ſehovah, Father, Son and Holy Gho# 


for my Portion and Chief Good ;, and do bive 


p my ſelf, Body and Soul for thy Servant, 
promiſing and vowing to ſerve Thee in Holi- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days of iny Ap 
And fince Thou haſt appormted the Lord Jeſt 
Chriſt, the only Means of comimg unto Thee, 
I do here upon the bended Knees "of 77y Soul, 
acergs of bim as the only new and iv1ng Way, 

by which Sinners may have Acceſs to Thee, and 
do here ſolemnly join my ſelf in a Marriage 
Covenant to him, 

O 
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O Bleſſed Jeſus ! I come to Thee hungry 


and hardly beſtcad, poor, and wretched, 
and miſerable, and blind, and. nated; 

a moſt loathſome polluted IWretch, a guil- 
ty condemned Malefator, unworthy for ever 
to waſh the Feet of the Servants of my Lard, 
much more to be ſolemnly married to the King 
of Glory :. but fith ſuch us thine unparalleld 
Lave, I do here with all my Power accept Thee, 

and do take Thee for my Head and Husband, 

for better for worſe, for. richer for poorer, for 
all Times and Conditions, to lave, and honour, 

and obey Thee before all others, and this to the 
Death. I imnbrace Thee 11 all thine. Offices ;, 
I renounce my own Wurthineſs, and do. here 
avow Thee for the Lord my Righteouſneſs \, I 
renounce mine. own Wiſdom, and do here 


take Thee for my only Guide ,, I renounce my | 


own Will, and take thy Will for my Law. 
And fmace Thou haſt tuld me that I muſt 
ſuffer if I will reign, I do here Covenant 
with Thee, to take my Lot as. it fails with 
Thee, and by ty Grace aſſiſting, to run all 
hazards with Thee, verily purpoſing, that 
neither Life nor Death ſhail part between 
The and Me. 

And becauſe Thou haſt been leaſed to grve 
me thy boly Laws. as the Rule f my Lije, and 


the Way m which I ſhould wa;k to thy King- | 
dom ; I do here willmgly put my Neck under | 
tny Yoke, and ſet my "Shout: der to thy Burden ;, | 
and. 


whole Life according to thy Dire&on, and will 


| Thou knoweſt that I make this Covenaut with 


' Reſervation, beſeeching Thee, that if Thou 
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and ſubſcribing to all thy Laws, as holy, juſt, 
and good, I ſolemnly take them as the Rulc 
of my Words, Thoughts, and Attons, pro- 
milmg that tho my Fleſh contradict and rebel, i 
yet I will endeavour to order and govern my þ 
} 
\ 


not allow my ſelf in the neglet of any 
ning that I know to be my Duty : Only be-- 
cauſe through the frailty of my. Fleſh, I ame 
ſubjed to many Failings, I am bold humbly to 
proteſt, that unallowed Miſcatriages, contrary —\. 
to the ſettled Rent and Reſolution of my 
Heart, ſhall not make void this Covenant >> {|| 
for ſo Thou haſt ſaid, | 

Now Almighty God, Searcher of all Hearts, 


Thee this Day, without any known Guile or 


eſpieſt any Flaw or Falſhood therein, Thou 
wouldft diſcover it to me, and help me to do. 
1t aright. | 

And now Glory be to Thee, O God the Fa- l 
ther, whom I ſhall be bold from.this Day for- i 
ward, to look upon as my God and Father, ; 
that cver thou ſhoutdſt find out ſuch:a way for 
the Recovery of undone Sinners ! Glory be to i 
Thee, O God the Son, who baſt loved me; 
and waſhed me from my- Sins in thy own Blood, 
and art now- become my Saviour and Re- 
deemer ! Glory be to Thee, O God the Holy 
Ghoſt, who Ly. the Finger of thine Almighty. 


Power, 
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Power, haſt turned about my Heart from Sin 


to God. 


O Dreadful Jehovah ! the Lord God Om- 
nipotent, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Thou 


art now become my Covenant-Friend, and [, 
through thine Infinite Grace, am become thy 
Covenant-Servant, 
the Covenant which I have made on Earth, 
tet it be ratified in Heaven. 


April 11, 1667. HenRY GEARINC- 


A Pathetica! Meditation on the Paſſion 
of Chriſt, taken out of Mr. Wadl- 
worth's Remains, 8*. abridged and 
tranſcribed for his own uſe, upon Sa- 
eramental Occaſions. | 


AA Wayall trifling Worldly Buſineſs, 
{ I muft go ſee my bleeding Lord ! 
Come now, my Soul, look yonder, thou 
wilt ſoon arrive at bloody Golgotha, where 
thou fhalt ſee thy bleeding dying Saviour 
to1ligh and linger out a dying Lite on the 
Croſs, in Love for thee ! This, this might, 
O my Soul; have been thy Day in which 
thou mightſt have drunk the bitter Cup 
of the fierce Anger of God ! But look 

Es yonder, 


Amen: Sobe it. And 


INTER. 
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yonder, there he goes that muſt drink up 
the Dregs and all for thee! But come, my 
Soul, draw up a little nearer, ſtand here 
and thou wilt ſee him paſſing : Look!there 
he goes witha Train of Virgins follow- 

ing: But ſee how cruelly theie barbarous 
Jews do uſe him, they make him bear his 
Croſs himſelf ! See. how they langh and 
ſcoft and wag their Heads, as 1t he were 
their May-game ! Look ! fee, my Soul, 
come.tell me what thou ſeeft. O ] cannor, 

Sorrow ties my. Tongue, I cannot ſpeak ; 

| ſee a Troop of Virgins following him, 

their weeping Eyes, their blubbering Lips, 

their Sighs and Throbbings tpeak them 
Mourners ! I ſee my Lord looks towards 
them, and kindly chides their loving Sor» 
row. ;. Weep not for :me ! Ay, could they 
do:lefs than weep to ſee thine innocent 
Self among a Herd of Tygers ? Bit whi- 
thier, O whither, 'O ye blinded Jews, are 
ye dragging this 1 my Lord ! my Spirit be- 
gins to faint, I now can look no longer ; 
my Heart now begins to {well with Gr rTief, 
it muſt now br eak, or I muſt yent it at 
my Eyes in Str eams. Look ! ſee the Ham- 


mer and Nails, the Hammer' lift up'to 


{krike.: Bloody Man, thou durſt not ſtrike 
ſure ! ſurely thou doftt not know whoſe 
Hands and Feet thou art now piercing, 1t 
is the Prince and Saviour of the World ! 
but 
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but look, fee, it 1s done! The Nails are 
driven to the Head : ſee how the Blood: 
runs trickling down his Hands and Feet ; 
and fee how hardned Hearts are laughing | 


at it! O ſilly fooliſh blinded: Men, what 
laugh-yet! ſee, this very Chriſt you now 
mock ſhall be your Judg ! But come a- 
gain, look and ſee, my Soul, what 1s be- 


come of thy nailed and crucified Lord ! 


Ha me ! he isnot quite dead ; look how he 
gaſps and pants for Life !!' O how pale 
and wan do | ſee his Cheeks, methinks 


OE EOS of as ws a. a AQ, cf 


_ 


he ſhould be dead'! for. ſee how weak his 


Neck 1s grown, that it is not able to ſup- 
port his Head that lies a dying on his 
bleeding Breaſt : What yet not dead! ſee 


how he ſhakes and ſtirs his aying Limbs ! 


What Gaſps and Groans do I hear him 


fetch! Hark, hark, he ſpeaks !: © let me: 


catch the laſt Breath of my dying Sa- 
viour! What faith my Lord? What? 
My God,my God, Why haft thou forſaken me ? 
He hath. been all this while a drinking up 
the Cup: his Father gave him ;. the. bitter, 
fowre Cup of his Father's Wrath, which 
Land all the World had elſe drank. But: 
muſt he indure all this? Muſt: he be 


crowned with Thorns, and' Sweat, and 
bleed,: and- die, -and all {cr me 2 this: I 


ſtand amazed at! But there was neceſlity 


for. all this z either he muſt be thus dealt. 


with, 
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- | with, or elſe my Sins could not be par- 
| :doned: he mult drink up this bitter Cup 
| with all its Dregs, or elſe I mult have 
| -drunk it up my. ſelf. It was I that 1in- 
ned and mult have ſuffered ! This curſed 


proud and earthly Heart of mine rebelled, 
and broke the Laws, and ſhould have 
ſuffered and born the Puniſhment. Had 
not he ſtept in and born the Stroke off 
from me, I had been now burning in 


everlaſting Flames, and been lingring out 
this time in Torments, which I am now 


ſpending in the ſweet Thonghts of my 
Eſcape. Hath not the Prophet ſaid allthis 
in Iſa. 53. theie Wounds, Stripes, Bruiſes 
he bore for thee ; O amazing Love and 
Grace, the Son of God loved me better 
than his Life ! Was ever Love like to his 
Love? he was a Stranger to me.; Why did 
he not let me die ? but he loved me; | 
was a polluted Sinner, methinks he ſhould 
have loathed me, but he did waſh me and 
make me clean again. But why tid ke 
love an Enemy ? or how could he do it ? 
I know not why, O 1nexpreſlible Love ! 
O Love paſt T houghts ! he loves becauſe 
he will love ! What ails my Heart, I can- 
not find it ſtir! What? dead under the 


reviving Thoughts of thy deareſt Redee- 


mer ! Ariſe, ſnake up thy ſelf and look 
about thee, thou doſt not ſure ſee thy 
Mercy ! 
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Mercy ! Come away, O come away, lift 
up thy drowſy Head, I will make thee 
look and love, and ere I leave thee con- 
teſs thou loveſt him ! Suppoſe now for 
thy. Sins the Vengeance of God was juſt 
ſeizing npon thee, turning thee into Hell, 
and Chriſt comes and: reveals hinſelt 
to thee. Sinrer, I love thee ! I ſay thou 
ſhalt not die; Come, feel my Heart how 
it beats:towards thee ! Doſt thou not ſee 
I have keft ny Throne,aud am come down 
to the. Bar, where thou ſ{tzndeſt con- 
demned! But '/why .doft thou weep? 
Come, let me wipe'thine Eyes, and bind 
up thy bleeding and deſpairing Heart ! I 
tell thee thou ſhalt not. die. If Heaven 
will have Blood, it:ſhall have mine, fo it 
will-but ſpare thine +} Now the Soul hath 
notaiwordto ipeak againſt this Love. Thy 
Son, 'O God, hath offered Satisfaction, 
and thou haſt accepted it. Thou, O my 
Saviour, haſt laid down.thy Life tor mine, 
and thy Father and my Father 1s well 
pleaſed with it. Blood is paid, Juitice 1s 
fatisfied, Heaven's Doors are widened, 
thine Arms opened to receive me, no- 
thing is wanting but my Heart ; make 1t 
ſuch as thou wilt have it, and then take 
it to thy ſelf! Came, my Soul, the Fa- 
ther thou ſeeſt is walling, and the Son 1s 
willing, give but thy Conſent and - 1s 
tnne 
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thine for ever: Fear not thy Hardneſs, 
Deadnefſs, Blindneſs, Loathionumne all 
theſe cannot hinder it thou be but willing : 
W hat ſtickeit thou at? what doſt ail ? 

half of this ado would fetch a Heart for 
the World, a little Mire an! i2rt ; and 
is not Chritlt tar better ? 


The Dreſs for the Sacrament. 


Lord, where am I! What? all the 
Children of the Bride-Chamber up and 
dreſt, and I flumbring in my Bed ! Tell 
me, ye faireſt, what make you up fo 
early ? Alas! our Lord was up betore us 
all; he called us up by break of Day, and 
wondered that we were not ttimming our 
lamps, knowing with whom we were to 
feaſt this day ! Well then, I will riſe up 
too! O, what a Shew do theſe bright and 
glittering Saints make in my Eyes ! ſurely 
they did not thus dreſs themſelves: It 
was my Father made them thus prepa- 
red to entertain his Son. But where are 
my Clothes ? now for the faireſt, ſweeteſt 
Robe of Thoughts, and Wiſhes that can 
be found. 'O how naked am T ! but where 
are my Silken, Golden Twiſts of Faith, 
to hang the Jewel Is of Joy, and Love, and 
Humility upon ? 1 am never arelt til they 
bQ 
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be on ! O where are they? I ſaw them by 
me but-juſt now ;I laid them by my Heart 
before I went to Bed : But ah ! I fear this 
envious World hath with her Vanities 
ſtolen them away, or the envious Devil, 
or Unbelief hath been ravelling or ſnar- 
ling of them, that now I am as far to 
ſeek as ever. .Whither, O whither. ſhall 
I go to find them our! Now will the 
Bridegroom come, and I am not ready ! ] 
cannot, dare not go to day ; now will my 
.Lord be angry, and ask me why I came 
not, and I have no Anſwer to make him; 
and if I go undreſt, he will ask me where 
15 my Wedding-Garment ; and then [1 
ſhall be ſpeechleſs? Ah! fooliſh, ſimple 


Heart, that thou ſhouldſt let theſc] ; 


Thoughts of Earth ſo entangle themſelve; 
with thy Heavenly Meditations, how to 
get them looſe again thou knowiT not; 
this by Care thou mighteſt have preven- 
ted, Now what help! Lord, I have fin- 


ned ! O holy Father, pardon this Um, |; 


and I will take more heed ! O come and 
untie my Thoughts from this Earth, and], 
come and dreſs me up as belt pleaſeth 
thee ! Come, be not diſcouraged, O my 
Soul, let but thy Attire of Grace be 
whole, that 15, ſincere, and thy God and 
Saviour will accept thee, tho thy Gar- 
ments are not ſo much perfumed with 
Heaven 
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Heaven as thy Brethrens are, thy Lord 
knows all have not Talents alike; and 
where he gives but little, he expects 
but little ; thou haſt an honeſt willing 
ſerious Heart, that thinks it doth de- 
ſpiſe ang trample under Feet the neareſt, 
deareſt Pleaſures, Profits, and Glories 
in the World, compared with him that 
gave himſelf to Death for thee, and 
hadſt rather anger all the World than 
him, by ſinning againſt him in-the leaſt : 
If this be true, fear not, thou haſt thy 
Wedding-Garment on, thou art well 
clad ; as mean ſoever as it 1s, It is ſuch 
an one as Heaven gave thee, and ſuch an 
one as thy dear Redeemer can and will 
 imbrace thee 1n. 


The Preſence-Chamber. 


Fear not, O my Soul, I charge thee ; 
do not faint; let not thy Weakneſs and 
the Poverty of thy Grace diſcourage thee ; 
ſee how thy Lord draws nigh ; O he comes, 
and it 1is but to welcome thee, and fall. 
about thy Neck and kiſs thee, and bid 
—_— kind welcome to thy bleeding 
Lord ! 


The 
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The Bread. 


Welcome Faireſt ! take and eat, it is 
.the ſweeteſt Dainties, deareſt Morſel 
"Heaven -can afford thee. Welcome my 
Dear to the Table of thy Lord ! wel- 
come a thouſand times 1 bid thee; yea 
.welcomer than thine own Heart can wiſh: 
-take, eat this Morſel, it coſts my Life, it 
is a Portion thy Farther ſent unto thee by 
me, and bid me remember thee of his 
Love to thee: he bids thee remember a Fa- 
ther's Love, I a Saviour's; he hath a Heart 
to give thee, and ſo have I, take this in 
earneſt of them both in one : take freely, 
if thou wert not welcome, I would have 


told thee, 1 would have ask*d thee for | 
thy Wedding-Garment ! Tell me, O tell |. 


me, doſt thou not love me? I know thou 
doſt: and wilt not thou take the Croſs 
and follow me? I know thou wilt: 1 
heard thee, and had Compaſiion on thy 
.Groanings; I know thee well enough, 
thou art mine, and I am thine; take it, 
I charge thee eat it as thou loveſt me ; 
and while thou feedeſt, remember .the 
Love of thy deareſt Redemer. 


The Wine. 


Come, my Deareſt, I have drunk and] 
thou ſhalt pledg me 3 Ihave broached my] AC 


Sides, 


y 
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Sides, and drew it on purpoſe for thee ; 
this is a Wine of my own making when I 
trod the Wine-Preſs of my Father's 
Wrath; it is my Blood, take and drink itz 
it was the Cauſe of my wounding, bnt 
to thy Soul it ſhall prove healing ; I died 
and bled to make this Banquet for thee, 
1 have brought thee into my Wine- Cellar, 
and .my Banner over thee ſhall be Love: 
fear not, take and drink ; thou haſt an 
Ulcer-n thy Heart, and this ſhall cure it; 
thy Spirits are faint;this ſhall revive thee; 
drink,. I. charge- thee drink on thy Love 
and Loyalty to me; I command thee as 
thou wilt have thy Heart to mend, thy 
Wounds to be cured, thy Spirits to revive, 
thy Fears to ſcatter, thy Soul to love an@ 
obey me! Take, O take this Cup into thy 
Hand ; taſte 1t, 'and praiſe my Name ! 


A. 


_— 


— 


Medicrath daiogs and Paſſages cole 
lefted, and tranſcribed for his own uſe. 
Theſe are {ome among others. : 


Hat weare afraidto do before Men; 
we ſhould he afraid to think |be- 


| fore Es becauſe our: ſecret. Thoughts 


are as obvious to the Eyes'of God, as: 5.0uT, 


ora to the. Eyes of Mens: :. . 
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God ſhewed more Mercy in faving 
ſome, when he might have - condemned 
All, than he did ſultice in leaving ſome 
to periſh, when he might have ſaved 
01C. WE 

Great Vertues without Sincerity of 
Heart are rejected, when great Infirmities 
without Hypoctiſy are pardon'd. 

A good Intention cannot make a bad 
Action good tho an ill Intention may 
make an Action 1n it ſelf good, to be evil. 
He who preſumes to ſin in hopes of Re- 


pentance, ſhall be ſure to repent, becauſe 


he preſumes. 

They who preſume moſt in a time of 
Proſperity, are moſt apt to deſpair in Ad- 
verlity. | | 
 Repent one day before thou. dieſt was good 
Counſel, I know not when that Day wall 
be; therefore I will repent to Day, leſt 
It ſhould be too late to Morrow. He that 
delays his Repentance one Day, hath ano- 
ther Day more to repent of, and one Day 
leſs to do it in. © 

God who joins the End and Means to- 
gether, doth accompliſh all his Purpoſes 
of Good to us, -by working in us Delires 
and Endeavours ſutable to thoſe Purpoſes. 
-. Better go to Heaven by the Gates of 
| Hell, than to Hell by the Gate of Hea- 
* ven; mourning to the Heavenly —_ 
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than laughing to the place of Tor- 
ment. 

One may ſuffer, and not ſin ; but if he 
ſin, he ſhall be ſure to ſuiter. 

Herod might have kept his Oath, and 
not. have cut off the Baptiſt's Head ; he 
only promiſed to grant what ſhe askK'd to 
the half of his Kingdom, whereas the 
Prophet's Head was more worth than the 
whole, 

Such is the infinite Extent and Value 
of our Savionr®s Merit, that tho a Man. 
had the Guilt of as many Sins lying on 


| his Soul, as there bedrops of Water in the 


Ocean ; and if they were of as long con- 
tinuance as from the Creation of the 
Worid, and aggravated with as hainous 
Circumſtances as any of the vileſt Sinners 
in Hell, yet there is Merit enough in the 
Blood of Chriſt to take away the Guilt of 
all thoſe Sins; and when that is done, 
Merit enough left to purchaſe as great a 
Glory as any Saint in Heaven enjoys. But 
let none thereupon preſume to go on in 
Sin, for there is not a word of Comfort in 
the whole Bible for ſuch an one. 
He that is afraid of too much Grace, 
hath none at all. He who is unwilling to 

be made better, is not yet good, 
In the moſt afflicted Condition of a 
Saint, he hath more reaſon to queſtion 
E 3 his 
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Ins own Love to God, than God's Love 
to him. 

God takes as much Care of every one 
of his Children, as if he had but one to 
care for. 

Our Times are in the Hand of God. If they 
were in our Enemies Hands, our Afflicti- 


ons and Trials-would be too long; if in 


our own, too ſhort : but becauſe in the 
Hand of God, Deliverance ſhall be ſea- 
ſonable, and in due time. 

Had we ten thouſand Lives and Eftates 
to loſe and lay down for: Chriſt, one 


hour's Communion with him in Glory will 


recompenſe for all our Selt-denial, what- 
eyer we have done or ſuffered. 


That Man lives unlawfully, who doth 


not ſometimes abſtain from lawful things. 


Make it thy Buſineſs to at Grace, and 


then truſt God: to:bring/in Comfort. 

God 1s yours, if you are unfeignedly 
willing to be his: He that can from his 
Heart ſay, Lord, Iam thine! may on good 
grounds be aftur'd that the Lord is hisGod. 
| Fhat Man whom God cannot ſatisfy, 
nothing can; for God is to: his People 
whatever they can defire or need : Sight 
to the Blind, Bread to the Hungry, Clo- 
thing to the Naked, Strength to the 
Weak, a Phyſician to the Sick, Pardon 
to the Guilty, Comfort to the _ 
Lite 
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Life in Death,. and Everlaſting Lite after- 
Death. | 

When the Devil itggeſted to a good: 
Man, that it-was in vain for him to mind 
God, for he ſhould never get to Heaven : : 
He replied, I will then follow hard after 
him, and keep cloſe to him, that I may 
enjoy as much as poſſible of God here on 
Earth. 

W here Sin lies heavy, every Aftiction 
w1ll be light. 

'Twas the ſaying of the Noble Marqueſs - 
of Yico, Their Money periſh with them, 
who think all the Wealth in the World 
worth .one hour's Communion with Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Since no Man can ſee thee and live, 
Lord ! let me die, ſaid an holy Man, that 
I:may ſee thee, and be with thee. | 

If your Condition be never ſo low, if 
your Hearts be lower, it 1s well enough, 
the Iſſue will be good. And while God 
the Fountain is left, you need not much - 
complain for want of a broken Ciſtern. 

While others live without God in the 
World, a Chriſtian ſhould endeavour to. 
live as without the World, in and upon his - 
God. | 

The ſame Love of God which leads one- 
Chriſtian into the Wine-Cellar, and gives | 
him aſſurance, may lead another -into a 
E-.4 Priſon; 
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Priſon, for the trial and exerciſe of his 
Grace. 

In Prayer, if a Man have not a care 
of the firſt Wandrings of his Heart from 
God, he will hardly be able to recover 
himſelf afterwards. 

*T was a memorable Saying of a Great 
Man, He may be deceived, who thinks to ſave 
any thing by his Religion more than his Soul. 

Before a Man is humbled he complains 
of God's Unkindneſs to him, but after- 
wards of his own to God. 

God had one Son withsut any Sin, our 
Bleſſed Redeemer, but never any Son 
without ſome Affiction and Suffering. 

Bleſſed be God we have any thing to 
deny, or loſe, or count nothing for Chriſt. 

A Believer prays with Fervency as if he 


would not be delay?d, and then waits pa- 
riently as if he had not prayed. 


If you can ſay God is your God, and 
all that 1s in the World 1s his, how can 
you fear want ? If he be not All-ſufficient, 
why do you call him ſo? if he be, why 
do you not truſt him ? 

If the Lord be good to the Soul that 
ſeeks him, how good is he to the Soul that 
finds him. | 

If, ſaith JFerom, my Father and Mother 
did with Tears intreat me, and my Wite 


hang about my Neck, and my _—_ 
al 
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fall at my Feet, to beſeech me to forſake- 
Chrilt, I would caſt them all oft, Father, 


Mother, Wife and Children, and ſay, 
Farewel "all, welcome Chriſt. 


 — 


HE following Account of the Conver- 
fon of his Niece, will give farther 
Teſtimony to his Charity, Zeal and Dili- 
rence to promote Religion in his Family 
and how God honour ed him by the Luſtre 
of an holy Example, to recommend ſeri- 
ous Godlineſs to thoſe who ſaw his Con- 
verſation, and by his ſeaſonable Counſels 
L0 allert the Recovery of one, who, un- 
der great Convictions and Temptations, 
was in danger to be loſt, by too long con- 
cealing of the State of her Caſe from 
ſuch as could adviſe and direct her. 


A ſhort drconat of the Converſion of 
Ars. P. F. as ſhe left it under her 
Hana before her Death, 


F Am now £0inz abont to call to mind 
[ the great Mercy and Goodneſs of the 
Lord towards me, the unworthieſt 

of all his Servants, to record his Loving- 
Kindneſs, and to mate mention of the 
KR many 


for all his Benefits ? eſpecially when I con- 
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many and great Deliverances I have had. 
FE know not where to begin, nor where 
to make an-end: Iam even ſwallowed up 


in Admiration, and ready to cry out 
with David, What ſhall I render to the Lord 


fider my own Vileneſs by Nature; and 
how 1 deſerved to be caſt into Hell as 
foon as I was born, as having an Heart full 
of Sin, Vanity, and Rebellion againſt God, 
being concetved in Sin, and born in Ini- 
quity. And as if this had not been enough, 
I ihave added numberleſs moſt hainous 
Tranſgreſſions. I have reaſon to bewail 
the Sins of my Thonghts ; I was thinking 
Thoughts of Pride and Vanity as ſoon as 
I could think: 1 was running away from 
God-as ſoon as I] could go, with my Back 
towards Heaven, and my Face towards 
Hell. 
tion, the more I knew of God, the more 
I ſinned againſt him. The Sins of my 
Youth have been innumerable, and very 
Hainous in their Nature; 10 that 1 have 
cauſe to pray with David, Lord, remembe; 
not againſt me the Sins of my Youth ! O the 
Precious TimelT have loſt ! and the Golden 
Opportunities that I have {quandrcd a- 


way! The Light and Love, the Mercies | 
and. Means of Grace that ] have ſinned | 
againſt } I have ſpent the beſt of my Years 


Afﬀter I came to Years of Diſcre-| 


in| 
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'n the Service of Sin, and in the Negledt 
of the great Concerns of my Soul. 

I confeſs, when I was but a Child, fince - 
I had any Underſtanding, I had always 
ſome Love to the Ways and People of 
God, and fome Delight in holy Duties, 
and was fearful of Sin, eſpecially of Ly- 
ing and Stealing, and playing upon the 
Sabbath-Day. I delighted to read the 
Word of God, and good Books to others, 
but I did not apply it to-my ſelf; as when 
I read that Scripture, that except we Ye- 
pent, we fhall all periſh Except we are born 
again, we cannot ſee the K ingdom of God - . 
That the wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, &c. 
I thought theſe did not concern me, be- 
cauſe I was guilty of no grofs Sin ; [ 
reckowd my Condition was good, and I 
was ready to pity others ; but 1 was not. 
ſenſible of the Corruption and Defilement 
of my Nature : I did not ſee the need of 
a Change, I was not ſenſible of 'my un- 
done Condition without Chrift ; I ſaw not 
his Excellency, nor had any Deſires after 
him ; I knew not npon what Terms I maſt - 
take him, if 1 would be ſaved. 

As to the outward Duties of Religron, 
I lived in the performance of many of 
them ; but as for the more inward and 
ſpiritual Duties of Chriſtianity, ſuch as - 
Self-examination, Meditation, Self- deniaJ, 
mourning, | 
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mourning for Sin, and watching over my 
Thoughts, Words and Actions, ſtrict Ob- 
ſervation of the Lord's-Day, &c. to theſe 
I was altogether a Stranger. ThusI went 
on in Rebellion againſt God, having a 
Form of Godlineſs, but denying the 
Power: And if God had then cut me off 
in my Unregeneracy, certainly Hell-fre 
muſt have been my Portion. He might 
have iworn in his Wrath that I ſhould ne- 
ver enter into his Reit. O the wonder- 
ful Patience and Forbearance of the Lord 
towards ſuch a ſinful Creature! It is a 
Miracle of Mercy, I am yet on this ſide 
_ the Grave and Hell ! It is of the Lord's 
Mercy that I am ſpared ſo long, and that 
he gives me ſpace to repent; that he 
Jhould afford me the Means of Grace, and 
ſend his holy Spirit to ſtrive with me, and 
give me many Convictions, and all to re- 
claim me, and bring me home to himſelf ! 
And that he ſhould not only give me ſpace 
to repent, but an Heart to repent ! That 
he ſhould not only ſtand waiting, and 
&nocking at the Door of my Heart ſo ma- 
ny Years, calling on me to repent, but 
that he ſhould give me the Grace of Re- 
pentance ! This is undeſerved Love and 
diſtinguiſhing Mercy : For I was dead in 
Treſpaſles and Sins, and had nothing but 
my Miſery to move his Compaſſion. 1 
walked 
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walked according to the courſe of this 
World, I was inſenſible of my Danger, 
tho ready to drop into Hell every mo- 
ment : And I ſhould certainly have pe- 
riſked, had not the Lord been pleaſed to 
open my Eyes, and to pluck me as a Fire- 
brand out of the burning, and ſet me in 
the way to Heaven ; for which I can ne- 
ver ſufficiently adore, and praiſe his glo- 
rious Grace in Chriſt to me a vile ſinful 
Creature, 

Great was his Mercy towards me, for 
he hath delivered my Soul from the loweſt 
Hell; which makes me fay with David, 
Come and hear, all ye that fear the Lord, and 
I will declare what he hath done for my Soul, 
and the Way and Means whereby he was 
pleaſed to work upon my Heart. The 
manner of my Conver/zon, which I hope 
1s true and real, is as follows. 

It pleaſed the Lord by a ſad Provi- 
dence, viz, the Sickneſs at Zondon, to 
bring my Unkle Gearing and his Family 
from thence to my Father*s Houſe, where 
they continued about half a Year. My 
Unkle being a good Man, I could not but 
take notice of his ſtrict and circumſpect 
Walking, and was much affected with it : 
And I began to think, ſurely the Way 
that I am in will never bring me to Hea- 
ven ; I thought I muſt live another man- 

ner 
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ner of Life, if ever I would be ſaved. ] 
had many Convi#tons, but there I ſtayed, 
bnt went no further; I kept on in my 
former careleſs courſe. When it pleaſed 
God to put a ſtop to the Plague at Zondor, 
iny Unkle returned with his Family ; and 


I went with him, and continued at his 


Houſe about two Months ; in which time 


it pleaſed the Lord to follow me with 


new Convictions; partly by the good Ex- 
ample of my Unkle; partly by many ex- 
cellent Sermons, which I heard: when I 
was there; ſo that I began in good ear- 
neſt--to Icok after the Salvation of my 
Soul, and. to fay with the Goaler, What 
muſt I do to be ſaved ? 


[ began to be very deſirous to hear the - 


Word, I took all opportunities to hear, 
and gave Attention to what was preached 
after another manner than I was wont to 
do, and laboured to make Application of 
ittto my ſelf, I heard Mr. Vincent preach 


upon Heb. 12, 14. Follow Holineſs, without 


which no 7Aan ſhall ſee the Lord : urging the 
neceſlity of it, as the only way to Heaven. 
I was much affected therewith, and began 
to think I muſt ſet about the Work of a 
thorow Repentance. 1 began to be ſen- 
fible of my Original Corruption, and that 
T had been guilty of thouſands of actual 
Sirs « Thofe which before I counted ſmall, 
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I now look*d upon as great ; and upon my 
ſelf, by reaſon of Sin, to be ina lamentable_ 
Condition. I knew not how to get out 
of this ſinful miſerable State : and the 
Lord was pleaſed. to ſhew me that there. 
was no Name under Heaven by which I 
could be faved, but only by Feſus Chrift - - 
I thought, if 1 covld have an Intereſt in 
Him, and his Favour, I ſhonld be faved; 
but I feared God would not thus have - 
Mercy upon me, becauſe. I had gone on. 
ſo long in Sin. 

I heard an excelWlent Sermon upon 4at. 
11. 28, Come unto me alt ye that are weary, 
and heany laden, and 1 will give you Reft - 
Proving, fir/}, that Sinis a Burden: And. 
ſecondly, that burdened Sinners -are in- 
vited to come to Chriſt; and then that 
thoſe that come to him. ſhall find Reſt for . 
their Souls, This was a ſutable word to 
my Sonl, 1 was much affected in the hear-. | 
ing of it; forl felt Sin to be a Burden to - } 
my Conſcience,and I would fain have Reſt. | 
to my Soul. I was ſenſible of my want of . 
Jeſus Chriſt,; and of the abſolute neceſſity 


to be intereſted in him; I began to ſee - 


his Worth and Excellency, as thechiefeſt - | 
of ten thouſand, altogether lovely. And . { 
then, and not till then, I had Hungerings + 
and Thirſtings after him ; ſo that I could : 
ſay, None but Chriſt, grve me Chrift or elſe I. 
He, | Thus. : 
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Thus it pleaſed the Lord by his -Spirit 
to work upon my Heart, by degrees to 
open mine Eyes, and to let in ſome Spiri- 


tual Light into my Underſtanding, which 


was dark before; and to give ſome Spiri- 
tual Life to my Afﬀections, which were 
dead before. But O the Enemies that did 
then labour to hinder my Converſion, and 
ſtop this Work ! The World, by Allure- 
ments and Diſcouragements, ſought to 
keep me off from Chriſt : My onn deceit- 
ful Heart and corrupt Diſpolition within 
me, were no ſmall Enemy and Hinderance 
to the Work of Grace in my Soul. Thc 
Devi), the great Adverſary of God's Glory 
and our Happineſs, came like a roaring 
Lion ready to devour me ; fo that I had 
certainly been foiled, if God by his Om- 
nipotent Grace had not ſupported and 
delivered me. When Satan ſaw me firit 
{et my Face towards Heaven, he employ'd 
all his Skill and Diligence to hinder ir. 
Formerly he had told me I needed not Re- 
pent, becauſe I was not guilty of groſs 
Sins; but now he ſaw that I was ſenfible 
of my Vileneſs and Sinfulneſs by Nature 
and Life, he ſaw that Sin was my Burden, 
and that I was convinced that I muſt Re- 
pent or periſh, he left off this Tempta- 
tion, and told me 7t was too ſoon to Repent 
yet, that I was young, and might live 
many 
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many Years, and take my Pleaſure; that 
I might Repent when I was old, or upon a 
iick Bed. To that end he ſuggeſted to me, 
that the Life of a Chriſtian was a ſad un- 
comfortable Life ; that if I entered upon 
this Courſe, I muſt bid farewel to all 
Mirth and Pleaſure, and ſpend my Days 
in Sorrow. But then 1] began to think 
with my ſelf, that it was better to do fo, 
than lie down in Hell-Torments to all 
kternity. 

When Satan ſaw that he could not pre- 
vail in this Temptation, he found ont a- 
nother ; he went about to perſwade me, 
that if I began to walk in the Ways of 
God, and did hold out a little way,, 1t 
was a thouſand to one 1f I held out to the 
end ; I /hould certainly fall away, and turn 
Apoſtate - And this was the worſt Condi- 
tion of all, to return with the Dog to the 
Vomit, &c. Hebrings that Scripture to 
my mind, If after we bave eſcaped the Pol- 
lutions of the World, we are again entangled 
therein, the latter end 1s worſe than the begin- 
ning « for it had been better not to have known 
the Way of Righteouſneſs, than after we have 
known it to turn from it. He followed me with 
this Temptation, but it pleaſed God by his 
Spirit to enable me in ſome meaſure to 
reſt it and repel it: for I was perſwaded, 
if God had begun a good Work of Grace 
in 
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in me, he was able to carry it on, and to 
keep me from falling away, tho at that 
time I was not acquainted. with thoſe 
Scriptures that prove the Perſeverance of 


the Saints, Thus wasI troubled and toſſed 


with various Temptations, and no ſooner 
rid of one, but another came. 
I heard a Sermon upon Matth. 1 3. 45. 


The Kingdom of Heaven 1s like a Merchant- * 


man, ſeeking goodly Peari: Who when he 


had found one of great Price, went and ſold | 


all that he had to buy it. 1 Teceived much 


Light and Comfort from this Sermon, and 
ſaw more of the tranſcendent Excellency. 
of Feſus Chriſt, who was the Pearl of Price, 


and I thought I could moſt willingly part 
with all, even Life it ſelf for him. | 
* Then he tempted me to queſt1on-the Truth 
of the Holy Scriptures, and I was put upon it 


to prove them to be the Word of God. | 


This I was not able to do, therefore this 


Temptation was the longer upon me, and | 


I was much perplexed about it : And had 


the Devil prevailed with this, he needed |} 


not have followed me with any other 
Temptation. 
When this was a little over, he came 


Itke a roaring Lion ready to devour me, 


not as an Angel of Light; but ſhewing him- 
ſelf in his own Colours like a Dew, he al- 


ſavited me with the moſt Horrid, Atheiſtica 
| ans | 


At 
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and Blaſphemons Temptations,that were poſ-- 


I ible for him to invent. He ftruck deep.. 
| and went about to deſtroy the Foundation 
| of all Religion: He tempted. me to that: 
| which 1 am aſhamed 'to think of, and even- 


tremble to mention, even to believe there. 
was 70 God nor Devil, Heaven nor Hell : 
Tho I did not believe his Temptation, 
nor willingly entertain it, yet could I by. 
no means berid of it ; it came very ſtrong 


upon me, followed me from Bed to Board; . 


and tho I was terrified with the thoughts 
of it, .I could not-put it out of:my Mind, 


and I was it great- perplexity of. Spirit : : 


But the Lord was pleaſed ſecretly to pre- 


ſerve me, and ſupport me under theſe. 
grievous. Aſſaults, and. in ſome meaſure - 
to repel them. But behold the Policy of- 
Satan! thothys Temptation did not prevail, 


it made way for Another, which preſently 
followed : For he who had tempted me to 
have fuch horrid Atheiſtical Thonghts, 
now began to terrify me for them; he ſet 


Sin before me in its Aggravations, and - 


told me, that now I was worſe than the 
very Devils, for they believe-that there 
1s a God, and tremble ; therefore I then 


thought I ſhould certainly be damned, 


that I was paſt all hopes of Salvation; I 
looked upon my ſelf as ripe for Damna- 


had 


tion, and-ready for Hell-Torments, He- 
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had often told me, it was too ſoorr to Re. 
pent, now he told me it was-too Iate. Ma- 
ny Scripture-Threatnings were brought 
to my Mind that did exceedingly terrify 
me, as that in Iſaiah, There 15 no Peace, 
ſaith my God, to the Wicked. And that 
the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and all 
the Nations that forget God, as I knew [ 
had done of a long time. Likewiſe Pſa). 
$0.22, and Prov.1.24. tothe end. When 
I went about to read the Scripture, then 
that place came to my Mind, What haſt 
thou to do to declare my Statutes, or to take 
my Covenant into thy Mouth ? Pal. 50. 16. 
When I had thoughts of praying to the 
Lord for Grace, that Scripture came freſh 
into my Mind, The Prayer of the Wicked 
vs an Abomination. Theſe, with many 0- 
ther Scriptures, did afright and terrify 
me, I knew not what to.do. I ſaw my 
ſelf. utterly undone without an Intereſt in 
Chriſt, and yet I durſt not lay hold on 
him for Salvation. 

I cannot expreſs the Sorrows of my 
Mind under theſe ſtrong Convictions, and 
various Temptations, My Heart was fi]- 
led with Horror and Terror Day and 
Night for ſome Weeks together. O the 
depth of Satan's Wiles ! He that had led 
me along all my Days in Preſumption, 
now he went about to drive me to _ 
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fow hard a thing is it to keep between 
theſe two Extreams! Had not God up- 
held -me by his Power and Mercy, I had 
certainly been daſhed in pieces between 
theſe two Rocks. 

Satan has tempted me to think I had 
committed the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, by 
my atheiſtical and blaſphemous Thoughts, 
and becauſe I ſinned againſt fo much Light. 
This was a great and ſore Trouble to me, 
and an heavy Burden upon my Conſcience. 
This Scripture did much terrify me, Re- 
pentance 1s hid from thine Eyes; and ano- 
ther, He that believeth not, 1s condemned 
already, and the Wrath of God abideth on 
him. | looked upon all the Threatnings 
as ſpoken to me ; every thing added to 
my Sorrow. - When I read the Promiſes, 
they adminiſtred no Comfort to me, but 
rather Terror, becauſe I thought 1. had 
no right to them, or to thoſe things they 
aſſured us of. When I heard of the Foys 
of Heaven, and of the Glory of it, it in- 
creaſed my Trouble, to think there ſhould 
be ſo much Happineſs, and I have no ſhare 
in it, but muſt be baniſhed from God and 
Happineſs for ever. . -And when I thought 
of the Torments of Hell, the Fire that muſt 
never £o out, and the Worm that ſhall 
never die; this I looked upon as the due 
defert of my Sins, and as my Portion. 

I 
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I had renounced all my own Righteouſ. 


\neſs, I could ſee nothing in my ſelf but I jt j 


what deſerved Hell; I wondred at the 
Patience of God to me, I could juſtify 
-him tho he ſhould damn me. I thought 
my ſelf unworthy to eat, or drink, or 
breathe,or tread upon the Earth: I looked 


| 


every day when God would glorify him- | 


{elf in my Damnation ; but this I kept to 
my ſelf: Tho others could not but take 
'notice of the Sadneſs of my Spirit, and 
wondred at it; yet I did not tell any how 
it waswith me. My Heart was very full, 
and I longed to vent it, but I knew not 
how. To God I durſt not go, being con- 
ſcious of my own Vileneſs. I was aſhamed 
to make known my Condition to Man, it 
was ſo bad ; I thought none ever had ſuch 
-blaſphemouns Thoughts as I had. I wiſhed 
ſome of the Saints did know: my Cond1- 
-tion, that they might dire&-me, and pray 
'for me ; but I could not tell to whom 
'to apply my ſelf. 

' Thus was I in Perplexity, toſled to and 
fro, and not comforted. And tho the 
Lord was pleaſed:/to uphold me, and keep 
me from falling into the Pit of Deſparr, 
yet I was very near it. {1 wasencompaſſed 
about with ſo many and great Tempta- 
tions, and they came ſo ſtrong upon me, 


:that. I. could not hold out any longer to } 
: :conceal | 
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- | conceal my Trouble : Then the Lord put 

{ it into my Mind to acquaint my Unkle 
Gearing with my ſad Condition ; but the 
Devil endeavoured all he could to hinder 
it, by perſwading me that it was a fooliſh 
thing, to declare my Wickedneſs to one 
that was ſo holy ; that I ſhould but pur- 
chaſe his 11] Opinion of me, and cauſe him 
to hate and abhor me, and do my ſelf no 
good at all by telling him of it: Yet 
{till I had adelire to do it, and I had no 
Reſt in my Spirit till I hal done it. But 
ſometimes I wanted an opportunity, and 
ſometimes when I would have ſpoken, 1 
could not, But at laſt a fit opportunity 
was preſented upon a Sabbath-Day Night, 
all being in Bed except my Unkle and my 
| ſelf. I was reſolved to. open my Heart 
treely to him. 


When I began to fpeak, my Mouth was 


as it were ſtopped, but with trembling I 
forced my ſelf to ſpeak, and made known 
my ſad Condition. I told him what grie- 
vous Blaſphemous Thoughts I had, and 
that I was afraid I had committed the $77 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and thought there- 
fore I ſhould certainly be damned, and 
had no hopes of Salvation ; but I deſired 
his Prayers for me,and his Advicein a Mat- 
ter of ſuch Conſequence. 
| Lord to affe& his Heart with my Condi- 
| F t10n. 


It pleaſed the, 
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tion. He told me it was not my Sin to 


be tempted, if I did not yield to the 
Temptation : And therefore it ſhould nct ! 
drive me to deſpair of God's Mercy. He ! 
faid it was a ſign I had not commited the | 


Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe I was 
afraid I had committed it. He ſpoke 


much of the gracious Nature of God, | 


and of his Willingneſs to ſave Sinners ; 
and, as I remember, he told me of many 
and great Sinners in Scripture, to whom 
God had ſhewed Mercy, as Manaſſeh, 


and Mary Magdalen, and the Thief upon | 
the Croſs. Healſo directed me to many | 


ſweet Promiſes in Scripture ; but that 
eſpecially which is never to be forgotten, 
Ezek. 36. 25, 26. Then will T ſprinkle clean 


Water upon you, and you ſhall be clean ;, from | 


all your Filthineſs, and from all your Idols 
_ will I cleanſe you. A new Heart alſo will I 


g1ve you, and a new Spirit will T put within | 


you, &c. He told me every one might 
lay hold on this Promiſe. When he read 
theſe Scriptures to me, my Heart re- 


Joiced, and I began to hope God would 
pardon me, and give me a new Heart, and | 
cauſe me to walk in his Ways. He alſo 


gave me very good Counſel, particularly 
to be conſtant in the Excellent Duty of 
ſecret Prayer, and told me the great Bene- 
fit I ſhould find thereby, @c. 


Now | 
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tion, and declared my Trouble, and hear- 
ing theſe gracious Promiſes to poor Sin- 
J 1crs, I found ſome Eaſe and Satisfaction 
Jinmy Mind, and the beginning of Com- 
I fort in my Soul. I reſolved to put theſe 
Duties In practice, ſecret Prayer, Self- 
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Jccamination, Meditation, &c. - But I was. 
altogether a Stranger to theſe inward 


Heart-Duties, I knew not how to per- 
torm them as I ought. How many times 
have I kneeled down to pray, and knew 
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and Tears? And ſo my Necellity and 
the ſenſe of my Vileneſs, my earneſt De- 

I ires after Chriſt and his Grace, put words 
into my Mouth. Tho my Duties were 
niſcrably lame and dFective, yet they 
were performed with- much Earneſtneſs 
and Importunity, and I think I may fay 
Ji Sincerity ;, ſurely then my Heart was in 
. Ievery Word, and in every Duty ; I did 
| Joot then dally with God, I was in good 
. Yearneſt for my Soul; and that Promiſe 
| I ras comfortable to me, If there be firſt a 
| I niling Mind, it 15 accepted with God, &C. 
) I! found that Scripture made good to me, 
: Y Then ſhall we know, if we follow on to know 
F I the Lord. And that in Iſa. 42: 16. I will 
ring the Blind by the way that they knew not ; 
I will make Darkneſs Light before them, and 
F crooked 
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Now having made known my Condi- 


not what to ſay, but wanted not Sighs. 
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crooked things, freight - 
do unto them, and not forſake hon, ſaith 


the Lord. : Theſe, and fuch Scriptures | 
were ſweet, and 1 began to ſearch: the | 
Bible to find them : And when the Lord | 


WAS pleaſed to ſet them home upon. my 
Heart,' they were as Cordials many times 
to iny fainting Soul. 

' But tho I had ſome Comfort and-Sup- 
Port, yet Was I not free from Tempta- 
tions .and Trouble of Mind. My ſpiri- 
tual Enemies ſtrove hard to hinder my 


Godly Courſe, and turn'me from it, had | 
not the Lord been ſtronger than "They. 
My Sin was a heavy Burden to me, and1I 


had earneſt Deſires after Chriſt; yet 1 
fornd it very hard. to.believe. Satan 1a- 


betred to perſwade. te, that I was mot | 


eletFed to Salvation ;, ant ther efore, what- 
ever I-4id, 1 ſhould neverbe ſaved; This 
was no ſhall Trouble to my Spirit ; 
it pleaſed the Lord to direct me toa Book, 
in, which I found much Satisfaction con- 
cerning this matter. 


Then Satan told me, He that belicycth 


not, ſhould be damned :; and therefore be- | 
cauſe I was full of Unbelief and Doubting, | 


] was condemned already. But when 1 
was in great Trouble about this, it pleaſed 
the Lord to caſt in this Scripture, If we 


believe not, yet he abideth faithful, be cannot 
deny 


Theſe things will 1 


but 
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deny bimſelf. This did very much ſup- 
port me, and fo did theſe following Pro- 
miſes, which I had not taken notice of 


| hefore, nor applied to my ſelf, I/a. 55. 1. 


and all this Chapter ; and, Mat. 11. 28. 
Tob. 7: 37. RO: 22. 1:7. Job. 3. 16.. 20 
7.7, Pſal, $0.18. Job. 16. 24. P/ak 


| 11. 1/2. 40, 27. Pjal. 27. 14. Lament 3 


24, 25, 26. Pſdl, 147.11. Pſal. 26. 3, 4. 
Ifa. 50. 10., TH" 41> .10. | Ia. 43- 246% 
Iſa. 4.4. 22. 1 Joh. 1.9. 1 Job. 2.1. Mark 
1.18, 19. Rom.G6. t4. EXZtk. 34.6. Pſal. 
103. S, 9- Tob 17. 9. Prov. 4.18. Phd. 1. 
5, Joh. 10.7: Rom. 16. 20, Heb. 4.15. 
Theſe Promiſes, with many more, was 
the Lord pleaſed to give me in the time of 
my Diſtreſs and Trouble of Spirit, and I 


| tound them reviving Cordials, O how 


welcome was a Promiſe to me! When I 
have been ready to deſpair and to give up 
all-for- toft, and .had nothing, to ſupport 
me; then did 1 take the Bible into my 
hand.” 'and' defire_ God to dire& ſome ſu- 
table Promiſe to me; and opening the 
Bible, the firſt place I have calt mine Eye 
upon hath often been a precious and futa- 


| ble Promiſe, and hath been ſet home with 


ſuch Power as wonderful] ly to comfort 
me. 


Once, being under-great Fear and Ter- 
ror, 1 opened the Bible, and the firit 
T2 place 
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Et ol: ce I fixed my Eye upon was, Iſa. 54. 4 


pf Os D 

Fear not, for thou halt not be confounded, 
[2 Mor put to ) ſhame : : thou ſhalt forget the Shame 
* of ' thy Youth ;, thy Maker is thy Husvand, 
1 e Lord of Hoſts is his Name, and thy Re- 


| = <0 have I Cafe? thee, but with great 

> Hercy will T gather thee. Ta a little Wrath 
FY*E:ld my Face for a moment, but with ever- 
> daftrug Kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee, 
= Jaith the Lord, thy Redeemer, &c. I was 
-Wonderfully affected in the reading theſe 
Weet Promiſes, and took it as a Voice 


IV; < "6 ea 
% 


rot Heaven to me, becauſe I had delired 
--Jome ſuch ſutable Promiſe. 

== At another time, being in great Trou- 
DIC, and fearing I ſhould never hold out, 
=» Þirt be overcome by Sin and Satan, I open- 


mM ty Eye upon was Iſa. 41. 10. Fear not, 


: & 1 God- I will Fedor thee, yea I will 

Þep thee, yea 1 will uphold thee with the Right- 
Fr Tot of my Righteouſneſs, I cannot ex- 
i preſs the Comfort 1 received by this ſuta- 
[bK dle and ſeaſonable Promiſe. 


ET Fe folloy'cd with Temptations, full of un- 
| Rn, believing 


Ed my Bible, and the firſt place I fixed 


. One Sabbath-Day Night, being {till | 
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believing Doubts and Fears ; I was much-- 


troubled about it, that I who had recet=4:. 4 | 0 


ved ſuch great Mercies, ſhould have ſuck. 


vain Thoughts, and be ſo full of Unbez b- 


lief. Notwithſtanding the Experience, PF  * 


had of God's Goodneſs and Mercy to me,. 
and the Afſurance I had before of his 


Love, I was tempted to think that 7 wd$ 


not eledFed, and that therefore all I did 
was tO no purpoſe, and that I ſhould ne”? 
ver be ſaved. This was a fſubtil ang- - 
ſtrong Temptation : Satan did not only. 
labour to drive me off from all Duty, but © 


to weaken my Faith, and bring me to De- 
ſpair; But the Lord, who had many 
times before wonderfully reſcued me from 


the roaring Lion, would not ſuffer me to- - ,} 
be foiled by him, but was pleaſed to pre= 
ſent that Scripture to my Eye, There i, 
no Temptation has taken you but ſuch as i * 


common to Men ; and God ts. faithful, whg- 


will not ſuffer you to be tempted above what © ©. 
you are able, but will with the Teinptation © 
make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to 


bear it. 


At another time being greatly troubled” 9 


with Unbelief, that place in the Rewela-- 


tons WAS terrible to me, The Fearful and 


Unbelieving ſhall have their part in the Lake * 


that burns with Fire and RrimBoreo, whiCh=—" 
's the ſecond Peurm. This made me ex.» . 
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ceedingly afraid : I thought if the Fearful 
and Vnbclieving ſhould periſh, then ſurely 
I ſhould,. becauſe I was ſo full of Fears, 
and Doubts and Unbelief. But the Lord 
did not leave me in this great Strait, 
he would not fuffer me to be overwhelmed 
with Sorrow, but quickly directed me to a 
ſutable and ſeaſonable Scripture, that was 
as comfortable as the other was terrible, 
2 Tim. 2.13. If we beheve not. yet he a- 
bideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf. This 
Promiſe was very ſweet,. and ſutable to 
my preſent Condition ; neither did 1 
remetnber there was ſuch a place before. 
Theſe,;and many of the fore-named Pro- 
miſes were given 'me in my Trouble and 
Diſtreſs ; and the: Laxgd enabled me by 
his Spirit to. make Application of; them 
to my own - Soul for my: Conſolation. 
Certainly F-may ſay with David, 1 had 
fainted, unleſs I had believed to ſee the Goog- 
neſs of the Lord in the Land of the Living. 
The Sorrows of Death did compaſs me about, 
and the Pains of Hell gat hold upon me, 1 
found Trouble and Sorrow. Then called I 
upon the Name of the Lord, O Lord, I be- 
ſeech thee deliver my Soul ! Gracious 15 the 
Lord and righteous, yea our God 15 merciful ; 
T was brought low, and he helped me. Kc- 


tewr4 1nto thy Reſt, O my Soul, for the Lord 
hath deait bountifully Wk «hee. Ty the mul- 
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titude of my Thoughts within me thy Comforts 
delight my Soul. In the Day when I cried, 
thou anſweredſt me, and ſirengtoencaſt me 
with Streng th in, my Soul. Bleſſed be the Lord 
becauſe | be hath beard tve Voice of my Sup- 
plication, the Lord 16 my Strength and my 
Song ; my He arc irufked 11 fa41h, and Þ am 
helped. If it had not been the Lord who had 
been on my fade, when Satan roſe up agaii: I; 
ne, he bad ſur ely {wa owed imme Up. 4 T be 
Lord has called me out of Darxneſs into bis 
marvelous Light. He bath plucked me as a 
Fire-lrand out of Fes, and jet me 193 the way 
to Ffeaveit 5.10 that I may fay again aid 
again, Great is bis Mercy towards me, tor 
he bath delivered .my. Soul from ive lows;/# 
Hell. : 

But O, why. is it that I am fo little fen- 
hþle.af this great Deliverance ! How can 
I laok back-upon all this without admiring 
the free Grace, and undeſerved Love of 
God towards ſuch a worthleſs Worm as 
I, who was an Enemy to him, and a Re- 
bel againſt him, and had nothing in Ine 
but what deſerved Hell? O that ever the 
Lord ſhould from Eternity elect and 
chooſe me to Salvation through Jeſus 
Chriſt ! That God ſhould paſs by thou- 
ſands, and let them alone to pceriih in 
their Sins, and caſt a Look of Love up. 
on me, and when I was in my Blood, ſay 
F 4 unto 
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unto me, Live! That he ſhould not only 
give his Son for mc, but to me! That he 
ſhould take me, with the Prodigal, from 
the Trough, and with the Beggar from 
the Dunghil, and make me an Heir of 
Glory! When I read that Chriſt's Flock 
is but a little Flock, and that ftrazt 15 
the Gate, and narrow 1s the Way that leads 
ro Life, and few there be that find it ;, ] can- 
320t but wonder that I ſhould be in that 
number ! And becauſe I cannot ſifhcient- 
Iy admire, I will therefore adore my 


good God. But what Returns ſhould I | 


now make to the Lord for all this Mercy ! 


Of my ſelf I-am not ableto think a good * 
Thought, it 1s unlikely then I ſhould make | 


any firable Return ! I have nothing of 


my own but Sin, and that is God's Ene- | 
my which he perfectly hates. I am not : 


my own, for I am bought with a Price : 
Therefore if I give my ſelf to him, it is 
but that which was his own before : Yet 
this will I do, becauſe 1 have nothing elſe 
to give; I will give my Soul and Body 
to be the Lord's, expecting Acceptance 
only for the Sake and Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Surely God requires nothing of 
me, but what he hath firſt given to me. 

All that he requireth, 1s but the Reflecti- 
on of his Love back again, when I have 
had the Comfort of it. O what TORY 
an 


1 
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and Praife ſhould I render to the Lord, 
and ſay with David, Bleſs the Lord, O my 
Soul, and all that is within me bleſs his holy* 
| Name! Bleſs tbe Lord, O my Soul, and for- 
get not all his Benefits! He forgiveth all 
thine Iniquities, &c. Thou art my God, and 
I will praiſe thee ; thou art my God, and I 
will extol thee : O give Thanks unto the Lord, 
for he is good, for his Mercy endureth for 
ever ! For he ſatisfieth the longing Soul, and 
filleth the Hungry with good Things. T1 
will bleſs the Lord at all times, and his Praiſe 
ſhall be continually in my Mouth. I will love 
the Lord, becauſe he has heard the Voice of 
my Supplication ;, becauſe he has mclined his 
Ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as 
long as I live, I will extol thee, my God, O 
King, I will bleſs thy Name for ever and 
ever | I will praife the Lord while 1 Ive, I 
will [ing Praiſe to my God while I have any 
Beg, 
And now when I look back upon this, 

I cannot but rejoice in the Lord, and joy 
in the God of my Salvation ; becauſe [ 
hope I have gone through the Pangs of 
the New Birth, and truly enter'd in at the 
ſtrait Gate, and am now going the nar- 
row Way that leads to Eternal Life, which 
I hope to obtain through the Merits of 
Jekus Chriſt my Saviour, 
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And again, when I reflect and look 
back upon all theſe things, what cauſe 
have I to bewail the Sins of my Youth, 
and the State 6f my Unregeneracy, which 
was ſpent in Siri and Yanity,. and in thoſe 
things wherein there 1s no Profit ?: If God 
ſhould remember againſt me the Sins .of 
my Youth, he might write bitter things 
againſt me. If I ſhould hve the Ape of 
Aethuſalah, and ſpend all my time in 
weeping, the Tears of my Lie to come 
were not ſufficient to bewail the Sins of 
my Life paſt. O what did I loſe, when ] 
enjoyed no Communion with God ! How 
much richer might I have been in Grace 
and Holineſs, had I ſet out in the way to 
Heaven ſooner ! But this is my Comtort, 
tho I did not come in at the firſt Hour, yet 
I did not ſtay till the laſt, This was the 
Lord's Mercy. But my Sins before Con- 
verſion, are not all the Sins which I have 
£0 mourn for. but the Sins which I have 
been guilty of /3nce; and in ſome meaſure 
my Sins are greater /7nce, than they were 
before, For I have now {inned againſt 
clearer Light, dearer Love, more Mani- 
feſtations of God's Goodneſs, 'more Ex- 
perience of his Kindneſs, more Reſolu- 
tions to obey him, greater Obligationstd 
ferve him ; ſo that I am aſhan'd to think 
hoiv unthankful my walking hath _ 
| nce 


tw qe AMS . 


+. > xt £23 = © 


ft #% oP 


ag Www k1- £2 A 


—_ GY 
=. 


of a Real Chriſtian. 107 
ſince the Lord hath given me ſome Deſires 


to ſerve him, ſome Care to pleaſe him, 


and ſome Fear to oftend him. 
W hen he was pleaſed firit to lift up the 
Light of his Countenance upon me, and 
ſneak Peace to my Soul, after fo many 
Temptations,and I roubles of Conſcience: 5 
then I did not only ſerve him with Joy and 
Thanktulneſs, but alſo with Life and Vi- 
gor : O how was my Heart affected with 
Spiritual Things ! When I prayed, it was 
with Senſe and Feeling, it was not only in 
Word, but I poured out-my Soul before 
the Lord. When I heard the Word of 
God, how did I hear as for my Life, 
and performed every Duty as tor Eter- 
nity ! I did not look upon Duty meerly 
asa Task, but accounted 1t a great Pri- 
vilege to draw nigh to God in the Ways 
of his Appointment. 1 found it was not 
in vain to ſeek him, I was even filled with 
the Admiration of his Love, and the 
Conſolations of the Spirit; and my Heart 
was enlarged, aild ran the Ways of this 
Commandments with great Delight and 
Comfort: 1 could fay with the Ghurch, 
As the Applc-tree. among the Trees. of the 
Wood, fo was my Belo ved Jeſus to my Soul 1, 
1 fat down under. his Shadow with: great De- 
' bt, and bis Fruit was ſweet unto my Taſte. 
could in {ome meafare fay with David, 
AS 
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As the Hart panteth after the Water-brooks, 
ſo panteth my Soul after thee, O God : My 
Soul thirſtcth for God, for the living God ; 
When ſhall I come and appear tefore God ? O 
God, thou art my God, early will I ſeek thee - 
Aty Fleſh longeth for thee in a dry and thirſty 
Land where no Water is. How amiatle are 
thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ! My Soul 
longeth, yea even fainteth for the Courts of 
the Lord; for a Day .in thy Courts 1x better 
than a thouſand, &c. My Soul waiteth for 
God, from whom cometh my Salvation, He 
only 15 my Rock and my Salvation, he is my 
Defence, I ſhall not be greatly moved. In 
God is my Salvation and my Glory, the Rock 
of my Strength, and my Refuge s in God. Be- 
cauſe thy Loving-kindneſs 15 better than Life, 
my Lips ſhall praiſe thee , my Soul ſhall be 
ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fatneſs, and 
my Mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful Lips. 
With my whole Heart have T ſought thee, O 
Lord ;, let me not wander from thy Commanda- 
ments. Thou art my Portion, O Lord, 1 
bave ſaid I will kcep thy Precepts ; I will ne- 
wer forget thy Precepts, for with them thou 
haſt quickned me. O bow love I thy Law! it 
w my Meditation all the Day. How ſweet 15 
thy Word to my Taſte! yea ſweeter than 
Honey to my Mouth ;, therefore I love thy 


Commandments above Gold, yea above fine 
Gold. 
T hrs 
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Thus was my Heart. filled with Joy, and 
my Mouth with Praiſe; and tho my 
Dwelling was on Earth, yet my Conver- 
fation was in Heaven. I looked upon all 
things here below with an indifferent Eye; 
q 1 could in ſome meaſure {ay with Paul, 
None of theſe things move me, neither count 
| I my Life dear to my ſelf, ſo I may finiſh 
my Courſe with Foy. 1 was then able to 
make a ſpiritual Uſe of every Providence, 
| andof every Mercy, and of every thing 
{ I met with. I fonnd the Aſliſtance .of 
1 the Holy Spirit to perform. Spiritual Du- 
1 tics in a ſpiritual manner, and helping 
and directing me to ſome Duties which I 
never knew to be my Duty. And tho I 
| cannot ſay I was wholly free from Temp- 
| tation, yet I can ſay, whenever Satan be- 
| gan to ſet upon me, I was enabled to ſee 
that it was a Temptation, and preſently 
to run to Jeſus Chriſt for Succour and 
Relief, and to apply the Promiſes unto 
my Soul ; and I quickly found Comfort, 
and was ſoon freed from Temptation. 
But in this my Proſperity I was ready to 
ſay, I ſhall never be removed, 1 began to 
think I ſhould never be in Adverſity ; and 
ſometimes I was ready to queſtion whe- 
ther I was one of God's Children, becauſe 
I had no Afﬀictions? 1 thought God did 
not love me, becauſe he did not chaſten 
me 
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me.; T thought I could bear any thing he | 


ſhould lay upon me. As I valued. not 


Life, ſo 1 feared not Death ; I thought ] 


conld freely and. willingly lay down my 
Life for Chriſt, if I was called to it. But | 
this joytul, lively, ative Frame of Spirit | 


Cid not long continue; in about a quarter * 
of a Year it began to abate, and I began 


to be more cold and indifferent in Spiri- : 
tual Things, and not to be ſo active and 
hvyely as before. This was a great Trou- 
ble to me, and made me to queſtion all 
that was paſt. I thought I ſhould {till 


have grown better and better, and not | 


worſe. Then that Scripture was.terrible | 
to: me, 2 Pet. 2. 29. If after they have 
eſcaped the Pollutions of the World through 
the Knowledg of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 
Chriſt, they are again entangled therem, and 
overcome, their latter End 15 worſe than their 
Beginning. And that Scripture, FHeb.6.4. 
{t 1s wapoffible for thoſe that were once tne 
lightned, and have taſked the good Word of | 
God, &c. if they fall away, to renew them | 
azam to Repentance, Alſo that I ext, Rev. | 
3. 15, 16. Becauſe thou art ncither hot not | 
cold, - I will ſpew thee out of my Mouton. 1 | 
was 'much fſentible : of ' 1inv Backſlidings, | 
tear'd I ſhould turn Apoſtate. Had not 
that ſweet Promiſe interpoled, I wil 2:3 |} 
their Backſlidings, and love them me, 
LUT2L 
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: had been certainly ſwallowed up in De- 


{ ſpair. Satan, that roaring Lion, came 
] upon me very fiercely ; but that Scripture 
g was very comfortable to me, I will put my 
Fear into their Hearts, and my ' Spirit into 
their inward Parts, and they ſhall never de- 
J part from me. And whom he loueth, be loveth 
J tothe end, And he that hath begun a good 
i Work, will perform it unto the day of Feſus 
Chriſt. And faithful is he that hath called 
you, who will alfo do it. | 

Theſe and other Scriptures did ſupport 
1 me, but I could not attain to my former 

lively performance of holy Duties, nor 
{ had 1 that Communton with God in holy 

Duties as formerly ; which was no fmall 
Trouble to -me, and kept me from re- 
| joicing in God: . Yet I cannot ſay but I had 
ſometimes Aſſurance of God's Love, but 
{ not conſtantly as T had before. 

Then, my Grandmother being ſick, F 
went to be with her at my VUnkle's. Houſe : 
1 He being a very good Man, his Compa- 
J ny was no ſmall Comfort to me: My 
I Grandmotheralſo being a very pious Wo- 
| man, was always ſpeaking of what was 
1 good. I enjoy'd much of God while E 
was there; but yer was. many. times in 
fear about my-Spirttual State, and much 
troubled with the Temptations. of 'Sas 


tan. | 
After 
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After I had been there a quarter of a | 
Year, it pleaſed the Lord to viſit me with | 
the Small Pox, which was avery ſore Diſ- | 
I was brought ſo low, as to | 
be given over for dead by moſt, if not all | 


eaſe to me. 


that ſaw me; and once they thought I 


had been actually dead. When I was 


firſt ſick, I began to be in great fear what 


would become of me if I ſhould die ; but | 
this Cloud was ſoon blown over, and the | 
Lord was pleaſed to ſhine upon me with | 
the Light of his Countenance, and ſpeak 4 


Peace . to my Conſcience: And when I 


was as weak as I think any could be, and | 
live, yet had I then much inward Joy and | 
Comfort ; the Promiſes were as Cordials | 
That Promiſe, 
Tfa. 41. 10. did often refreſh me, Fear | 
not, for I am with thee ;, be not diſmayed, for | 
T am thy God; I will ſtrengthen thee, 1 will © 
help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the Right- | 
That alſo Pſal. 
73. 25. My Fleſh and my Heart faileth ; but 
God ts the Strength of Heart, and my Por- | 
So Pſal. 43. 5. Why art thou 


to my fainting Spirit. 


band of my Righteouſneſs. 
#101 for ever. 
caſs down, O my Soul ? Why art thou diſ- 
ſhall yet praiſe him who 15 the Health of my 


the day of my Diſtreſs. 


quieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for I } 


Countenance, and my God. Theſe, and ma- | 
ny other Promiſes, were my Support. in 


I 
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I had then ſuch aſſurance of God's 
| Goodneſs and Love to me, and of the 
Pardon of my Sins, and. of my Intereſt 
I in Chriſt, that T longed for Death, and 
could not bear the thoughts of living any 
I longer. I had ſuch Fore-taſtes of Hea- 
ven, that I cared not for the Earth: I 
earneſtly deſired to be diſſolved, and to 
| be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all. I 
. thought if I ſhould live any longer, I 
- J] ſhould but fin againſt God, and that I 
| | could not glorify him in my Life, as I de- 
| T fired. I thought if he ſhould reſtore me, I 
| I ſhould not be enabled to walk anſwerably 
 J toſogreata Mercy. Theſe, and other ſuch 
| Þ Reaſons, made me impatient of Life, and 
| ] long for Death. I was angry with any 
_ | that prayed for my Life. I now fear that 
I Idid fin in being fo deſirons of Death, 
J and not ſubmitting my Will to the Will 
J of God, to be at his Diſpoſal; whether 
{ for Death or Life, 
So it pleaſed the Lord, after a long 
and tedious Sickneſs, to raiſe me up from 
J the very Gates of Death : This was look- 
J <l upon as almoſt a Reſurredion from the 
| Dead; for which great Deliverance I 
q can never be ſufficiently thankful. And 
{ becauſe I fo much deſired to die, I did not 
prize my Life, and this Deliverance as I 
J ſhould have done : neither did I render 
to 
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to the Lord. according -to_ the Mercy I I; 
[ defire now to be | 
truly thankful to the Lord for all his : 
Mercies, and. to ſhew forth my Thank- | 


recerived from him. 
tulneſs by walking more cloſely with him 


all the Days of my Life. 


R ; _ _ 
þ _ —— - —_— 
- : I 


The following emcourazing Canſiderations 
among others, were collefted by him 

HP 4 Ls 7 q 

our of feveral Books and Sermons, | 
and are printed from his own Papers, ' 


being .nſeful. for the Supe 


in hope « 


port: of others. 


I. 


*% 
Cy] 
* 
s 


the Plague of Hardneſs : It is the Diſeaſe 


indeed of the Heart, but it 1s not the Curſe, | 
Thou maylt be 
comforted under Hardneſs felt and be- | 
walled, and pray'd againſt; true Ten- | 
derneſs about Sin is always accompanied 


it ſhall not deſtroy thee. 


with diſlike and hatred againſt- Sin, and 


with watching and ſtriving againft it: | 


It 


— that complaineſt of a . hard } 
-&A Heart, and fain. wouldſt maurn for } - 
thy Sins; to thee I ſay, be not diſcaura- ; 
ged; thy Hardyeſs feared and. felt is not | 


aud Supports. I15 
I if thou haſt fo much Tenderneſfs, bleſs 
J God, and be thankful. 


II. 
| There is no Inſtance can be given of & 
Soul utterly forſaken of God, that can mourn 
I for the want of bis Preſence. , If: God's Love 
| Þ be precious to thee, 'and moſt defirable, 
{ be thankful, it 1s not Grace that is denied 
; I thee, but only Comfort, She that mourned 
; | that her Beloved was gone and had with- 
I drawn himſelf, was a Spouſe ſtill:, ſhe had 
an Intereſt in the Bridegroom, tho ſng ſaw 
' I him not. Diſcaſees felt in the Soul; ſeldom 
-' I prove mortal. Defire: after Chriſt . and 
Sanctification is a ſign..of no. utter Re- 
"I jection: The Soul that can truly deſire 
I Mercy, is not totally excluded Mercy, O 
I let tempted troubled Souls then be com- 

| I forted ! 

1 The bleſied God hath a compaſſionate 
* Jopen Ear to all ſenſible ſelf-bemoaning 
- | Sinners ; Jer. 31. 18. I bave ſurely beard 
* E Ephraim bemoaning himſelf ; there are none 
> Y ſuch but {hall be heard of God. They ſhall 
; I be loved of God that loath themſelves : 
" I They ſhall be acquitted of God that con- 
- ] demn themſelves ; his mercitul Ear is ſtill 
| F open to ſelf-bemoaning Sinners. When 
I once a Sinner comes to bimſetf, he is not 
* I far from God, Ifa. 40. 27. Why ſayeſt thou, 
Oo 
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O Jacob, and ſpeakeſt, O Iſrael, my Way 
ts hid from the Lord, and my Judgment 1 | 
paſſed over from my God?” The inward | 
Thought of many ſenſible Sinners is, that | 


God hath caſt them off, and ſhut his Door 


of Mercy upon them, and will never con- } 
cern himſelf more in their Salvation, | 
Such unkind Thoughts we are apt to have F: 


of a good God, when Conſcience brings 


our Sins toa bitter Remembrance. Well | 
now, faith God, Why ſayſt thou, O Jacob! ! 
the words are a Reproof for diſtruſt of 1 
God. Why doſt thou think and ſpeak fo | 
unkindly of me, as that I ſhould caſt thee J: 
out of my Care and Thoughts ? My Way | 


ts bid from the Lord > What is the meaning 


of that? Why God takes no notice of my 
Wretchedneſs to commiſerate my Condl- ; 
tion, and-relieve me; he cares not what |! 
becomes of me or my Ways. And my Way ; 
75 hid that he cannot help me, and my Judg- | 


ment 15 paſſed from my God « that 1s, there 1s 


a Sentence of Death paſt © me, there 1sno | 


eſcaping ; but ſee how compaſſionate the 


Lord ſpeaks, Why Goſt thou ſay ſo, poor |! 


J 


Soul! ] am not thoughtleſs and regadleſs | 
of thee, as thou ſayſt : Yer.28,29. Haſs thou ' 
not known and heard,the Everlaſting God givcs | 
Power to the Faint, and to them that have 10 | 
Might, increaſes Strength ? Such as are de- | 


ſponding and hopelels in themſelves, - 
| raiſes | 


and Supports. I17 


I raiſes them up: They that wait on the 
I Lord ſhall renew their Strength ; God in 
J iis time will refreſh every weary Soul. 


IHE. 

The Covenant of Grace is God's free 
J Oiter and Promiſe of Life and Salvation 
Jby Chriſt to all Sinners that ſhall believe 
Jinlim. It is a gracious and firm Obli- 
I cation, in which God doth make over 
Jiinſelf, and all his Goodneſs in Chriſt, to 
Jall Believers. It is a great matter for 
{God to be our God in ſpecial Covenant ; 
I vhen he ſaith, I will be your God, it 1s as 
if he ſhould have ſaid, I will beſtow my 
{lf upon you: what I am, I am for thee ; 
{ny Spirit, my Comforts, my. Son, my 
JLove, my Goodneſs, my Alliſtance, my 
JHappineſs, it w thine ; my Holineſs ſhall: 
Jmake you holy, my Wiſdom ſhall make 
1you wiſe, my Righteouſneſs ſhall make 
you righteous. Whatſoever a God can 
gdo for his People, I will do for you; you 
hall have all things needful for you, all 

J things deſirable. All that you can expect 
Jfrom a God, expect it from me; I will 
1be gracious to paſs by thy Unworthineſs ; 
1! will be merciful to pardon thy Sins ; 
{1 will be Holineſs to change thy Nature; 
I! will be Aſſiſtance to thee in Duty ; I 
{ll be Comfort to thee in Trouble A. 
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will be Wiſdom. to cure thy Folly; I 


will be Plenty to thy Wants; I will be 
Strength to thy Weakneſs; I will give a | 


Bleſſing to your Eſtates ; I will be Provi- 
dence as to your Dakgers; I will be Pre- 


ſervation as to your Perſons; I will be 
Salvation to your Souls ; I will be your | 
Sun and Shield; I will be your Recom- T : 


pence and exceeding great Reward: [ 


will be a God unto you ;, I will be your God, 
and Guide unto'Death, and your Portion | 
This is' for: God to be our God | 


for ever. 
T7 _ Covenant. 


IV. 

There may be Faith where there 1s no 
Aſlurance. . Remember 1t, O my Soul, 
for thy Comfort, and make a right uſe 
of it. Thou mayſt be a true Believer. tho 
thou 'art but #4 weak Believers nay, tho 
thou art ready to think thy ſelf no Be- 
liever. It is one thing to have an Intereſt 
in Chrift and Salvation, -and another to 
know it. It4s poſlible for many a good 


Chriſtian. to truft in God, and believe in ! 


Jeſus Chrift, and yet in time of Deſer- 
tion and Temptation, he may not know 
it. A Soul under the Eclipſe of God's 
Countenatice may think himſelf in a loſt 


Condition, as. -Dnvid did, -I ſaid n ” wy | 


off rows before thine Eyes, Plal, 


" | 


| | Word, finds that tho he hath fome reaſon 


and Supports. ' ug 
I but it was not fo, for' God then heardthe 
| Voice of his Stypplication. ' A Man may 
J truly fear the Lord, and obey the Voice 
of his Servants, and yet may walk im Dark- 
neſs and ſee no Light, Ta. 50. 10. Sion 
y /aid, the Lord bath forſaken me, my God 
L bath forgotten me, 1a. 49. 14. -but it was 
not ſo. There may be Faith of Adbe- 
7e1ce Where there is not Faith of E24- 
| dence. The Soul may cleave faſt to Chriſt, 
Jand fay, © If I periſh;' I will-periſh at thy 
& Foot, hoping. waiting, truſting ; tho thou 
* killeſt me, yet I will truſt in thee; tho 
© I know not whether thou loveſt me, 
* yet I will endeavour to love thee. 
There may be Faith without Aſſurance, 
otherways true juſtifying Faith, may be 
Ih; for Aſſurance is with ſome quite 
ft, at leaſt for a time; but true Faith 
cannot be loſt ; it may decay, but not fail. 
I bave prayed for thee that thy Faith fail not, 
faith Chriſt to Peter - This Prayer he 
makes for all Believers. They alſo that 
have fome Aſſurance of their Salvation, 
I have it not in the ſame meaſure. _ 
There may be a good meaſure of Afſu- 
fance,. tho not full Aſſurance. There is 
a probable Aſſurance, TI mean when a Chri- 
[tian, comparing his Heart and Life with 
{the Example of Chrift, and Rule of the 
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to fear leſt he ſhould be an Hypocrite, | 


yet he ſees more cauſe to hope than to 


fear. When after he hath ſearched him- 


ſelf, made an impartial Trial of himſelf, 
he comes to this Concluſion : Though 


am not as confident I ſhall go to Hea- F. 


ven, as I am that there 1s a Heaven ; 
yet I bleſs God, I. ſee more ground to 
hope that my Sins are pardoned, and that 
I am.in a ſtate of Salvation, than to fear 
it is otherwiſe. When I reaſon the caſe 
with my Soul, I have more Arguments 


for me, than againſt me, and can fay. if 1 


die this moment, 1t 1s not only poſſible 


but probable that I ſhould be ſaved ; this I | 


call a probable Aſſurance. There may be 


Doubts and Fears where there is this Aſſu- | 


SE en tl 


rance, becauſe Doubts and Fears do not | 
always proceed from the Weakneſs of | 
Gw#ace, but ſometimes from the Strength of ! 


Temptation. A Man that hath but a weak Þ 
Faith, if he meet with no Temptation, ſhall J-: 
ſcarce know what doubting means 3 and a | 


Man of a ſtrong Faith under ſtrong Tempta- 
tions, may not be able to overcome Fears 


and Doubts. If Aſſurance did exclude all 


Doubts and Fears, then it ſhould be per- | 


fe&; but as our Faith and all other Graces | 


are imperfect, ſo is Aſſurakce alſo. 


None have Aſſurance at all times, it 1s 


like the Weather, ſometimes fair, ſome- 
times 
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I times foul ; yea, in the ſame Day fair in 
> | the Morning, and cloudy before Night. 
I David:had ſuch ſtrong Faith at one time, 

that he;wonld. not fear, tho ten thouſand 

Ft:themfelves againſt him ; he would not 
I. fear; tho: he ſhould paſs through the Valley 
{| of the ſhadow of Death : At another time 
] he was fo full of Fear, that he ſaith he 
| ſhall oze day periſb by the Hands. of Saul. 


We can never have too high, too vaſt 


] Thoughts of the Goodneſs of God ; we 

| donot think aright of God, if we do not 
| think him more: ready to give, than we 
1 are to ask.. , There is nothing thou canſt 

1 £o to God for, that is according to his 
1] Will but hes ten thouſand times more 
1 ready. to beſtow than thou art to ask. 

1 A Child of God may go to him with as 
I. full. Confidence of his Love, as a Child to 
J.the moſt .tender Parent in the' World ; 
J nay: much more abnndantly: The Bleſſed 


Majeſty of Heaven is inclined to ſuccour 
and relieve thoſe that are in Diſtreſs and 


1 Miſery. He that puts Bowels of Com- 

{ paſſion and Pity into Man, ſhall not he 

S | himſelf be much more pitiful and com- 

I paſlonate ? Exod.34.6. He is merciful and 
gracious, be. delights .in nothing more than _ 

in /[hewing Mercy. Fn SE | 
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pleadeſt for Mercy, thou haſt God's Na- 
ture pleading. the-ſame' thing for thee, 


You can do nothing more grateful to | 
God, nor pleaſe him better, than to plead 
for Mercy, Ach. 7. 18. When thou | 


All the yearning Bowels of the moſt com-} - 


paſſionate Parents in the World are but a 
meer ſhadow to the Bowels of God. We: 
may go to God in Confidence of being | 
heard, for Chriſt's ſake only, as if we. 
had never ſinned ; *tis wonderful what the; 


Scripture ſaith of Faith, and Prayer. 


This alſo may help to ſaſtain and 'com- | 
fort a poor doubting tender Heart, that 
fears and ſuſpects himſelf of : Hypocriſy, 
that thoſe very Fears of thine are ſome} 


ſhew of the contrary. Men naturally 


love and. flatter themſelves, but thou! t 
loatheſt thy ſelf for thy Corruptions. -BeF'* 
of good' chear, *tis Grace and nothing, 


but Grace that complains 'of Sin: *Tis 
Sincerity and nothing elſe, that diſcovers 


and bewails Hypocriſy ; eſpecially whenF* 


thou bewaileſt Heart-Hypocriſy, and ſuch J;% 


ecret and hidden Sins that only God and 
_ thy own Heart do know. If thou liveſt not! 


in any known -Sin,, nor in-neglett of any 
..known Duty ; if thou wouldſt find out thy 
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Itid from. God's Eye, and no Duty thou 
Jyouldſt have hid from. thy own Eye; if 
I there is no Sin bunt thy Heart is againſt 
it, and no Duty but thy Heart is for it, 


e his P5 oves K00y Uprightneſs. 


on 
ol | VIE _ | 
7.4 If God never make his Face to ſhine on 


thee in this World, yet 'tis thy Duty to 
Itruſt and cleave to him through Chriſt. 

\- ]Would you know why God when he hath 
[wrought Grace, doth not enable the Sou] 
' Ipreſeatly,-to perceive it ?: it may be *tis 
| Jthat S# may be more bitter. If we could 
1. Jaye Comfort when, we wopld, we ſhould 
ar Jtave very ſlight thoughts of Sin: upon 
Iight. of, thy Graces, poſſibly thou wouldſt 
J> proud z to hide this Pride, God-hides 
ur Graces fronrus.. .. It may be God doth, 
Fit to prove thy-Obedience;to him; for to. 
| rely, on Gad's Grace, and live by Faith, 

Jvithout ſenſible Tokens of it, 1s the pu- 
-<ieſt Act of Obedience that can be. By 
rsFAffurance we get more Comfort to our 
nflves, but by believing we give more 

h (Glory to God. Therefore ſaith Chriſt to 

J7homas, - Bleſſed are they. that Pave not ſeen, 

ma yet have believed. © .- 

When you have any Evidences of Grace, 
jou muſt -be ſure. to reſt only on Chriſt, 
and truſt to him. The great Work of a 

G 2 Chriſtian 


—_— 


124 Chriſlias Enronvagements 


Chriſtian in this World is, out of a ſenſe | 


of his Sins and Weakneſſes, daily to de- 


pend on Chriſt, looking «0 Chriſt, fee- | 
ing: our need of Chriſt for Pardon; and |} 


Santification, and: Reconcilation every 
day : This 1s our great Work. How ma- 
ny ſearch for Grace, and neglect to put 
forth Ads of Faith on Chriſt ? ' Alas! 
Graces are but Tokens from Chriſt. Let 
us not forget depending and relying on 
the Blefſed Jeſus, tho'we have ho {ight at 


all of any Grace in vr ſelves. / /- 


W here-a Perſon- hath" any one' ſign of 
Grace, he may warrantably conclude all 
the reft tobe there, thoat preſent ke per-' 


cerve them not. Tis the Trith, and not 
the Meaſure and Degree of 'your' Gtatt; 


you are to conclude your State by.' "The 
prizing, and loving, and Teeking;atit Ue-' 
lighting in the Love att& Favour of God | 
above all, isa certain Evidente vf 'Gface, 


| _ | 
The greateſt ſenſe of Sin and Guilt 
ſhould diſcourage none from coming to 
God for Mercy throngh Chriſt ; betauſt 
the Mercies of God are infinitely more 
than a Sinner*s Provocat1ons are, or carl 
be. © O *tis boundleſs Mercy ! bottomleſs 
Mercy! There are many like Sintiers as 
thou art ; but there is none he God for 
| | pardoning 
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| pardoning and forgiving Mercy, Mic. 6.18. 


My Thoughts are not :your Thoughts, nor my © 
Ways your Ways : as the Heaven 15 hight 
than the Earth, . ſo are my Ways higher than 


I your Ways, and my Thoughts than your 


Thoughts, Iſa. 55-8. When Conſcience 1s 
awakened,we are ready to doubt whether 
God will pardon us; therefore he fetches 
Arguments from his gracious and merci- 
ful Nature. Ay Ways are not your Ways ;'* 
if you repent, your Sins ſhall infinitely 
be out-done: We are apt to think God 
like our ſelves ; but the Bleſſed God is of 


1 tender Bowels, ſlow to Wrath, loth to: 
{ take Vengeance, ready to forgive the 
J greateſt Wrong, and receive the Sinner 


into. his Favour, upon true Repentance.. 
There is, faith God, cas vaſt a difference 
between my Diſpoſition and Dealing, and 


{ yours, as between Heaven and Earth. 
1 Thou that art an awakened convinced 


Sitiner, the Promiſes of the Goſpel belong 


| unto thee; Iſa. Gt. 1. The Lord bath a- 


nointed me, to preach good Tidings to the 
Meek, fo bind up the Broken-hearted, and to 
comfort. all that mourn.. Canſt thou deſire 
fo be in a better Cafe, than thoſe whom 
Chriſt hath Commiſſion to take care of ? 
The poor in Spirit, the Mourners for 
their Sins, thoſe that hunger after Righ- 
teouſneſs, not. having a drop of Comfort 
; = from 


126 C hriſtian Enconragements : 
from themſelyes, Chrilt bleſſeth and pro- 


nounces Happy. Bleſſed are the poor in” 
Spirit - not one of theffi would the Lord 
have kept from coming to hifi, Mat, 1t. | 
28. Come to me, All. Ye that laboviy, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt. 


Truſt to me, you thit are troubled in 


Conſcience for Sin, '| will btifig you to. 
Relt ia God's Love aid Favoufr. Be not 
diſcouraged, there is a Mediator for thee, 
Worthinefs and Righteovthels is 
more fatisfactory and plealing uhts God, 


whoſe 


than all the Sinners Wickednieſs is inju- 
rious and difpleaſing to hint. O this is a 
very ſweet and comfortable Confideration 
indeed! There is no ſuch Evil in Sin to 
damn thee, as there is Merit in Chriſts Blood 
to ſave thee. ER...” 
| = _}:L<5 

To deſpair of Mercy is a greatcf vin 

than all thy other Sins : This makes thee 


like the Devil himſelf. It is the Glory of 


Divine Grace to triumph over all the 
Sinners Unworthinels. Reſolve there- 


fore 1 will yet follow God, fb 1 Yave | 


offended him; come oa me what will, 1 
know he is God and not Man, who cat help, 
nay well help, if I come untd him. Io. 55. 
16. I nll not contend for eve#, nor be alitays 
nth; for the Spirit would fail before _ 
an 


a9d SHpPerts. -' 19 
and the Souls this I have witktle. - Wag. 
17. When the poor #1fnietaly JOk Water, anidl 
there is ore, and their Togut faileth 5 
Thirſt 3 1 the ford will hedy them 4 the * 
God of Iffael will hot forfate ther. A hes | 
it totes to Failing, __ finking, / 
(dying, then tormes Help. Be -much in. 
Prayer, 'and hold on walting ; God may 
make you ſetk and waita long time, ay 
but he wilt eertainly-come, ard that will 
make amends for all. | : 
Jr one be wiling to th Jeb bath or 
q Fake of GoPs Love? I anfwer ;, when 
we can fee v1? fove td God, tho we cams 
nvt ſee 5oil's. Love $6 1. - What are the 
A®tings of vor Souls tbwards God, whith 
we can Be ks ove ifs bis $ Diſpenſations 
ovardy ty 'A$ that Hoot Man under 
t AH won, and Di Xi$KaQion about 
e Love NG God, 'athftbreaks but, If 7 
ky wot —_ God, "why Ho I flow bins, - 
_—_ Aﬀrey bi job dif thou lovelt God, h 
pronnd of "Qonifort 4 thou coulUÞ tick 
ore R Gol. If Ne did/not $92 love! thee, 
It was tremotable Anſwer of Mr.Dod ts 
1God) Miniſtey, that aid wo him + ltittte* 
before his Caen What' wilk- you' fy to 
Ihe, who am Gator? Be cop » 
ad can find wo Fort? He we 
$ 
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What will you fay-.to: our: Saviour, that 
was going out of the World and found no 
Comfort ?, but he cried out, 74y God, my. | 
God ſtill. :This. Speech much. refreſhed || , 
that: Godly Miniſter. - Others of God's o 
Children have wanted ſenfible Comfort at I ; 
their Death, yet they have been able to ] , 
a& Faith, and to ſay My God, my God | . 
ſtill. . Tho. God's, ſen/2ble . Preſence 1s not. | 

q 

h 

ſt 


 Nhill-the fame, , yet bis. Ward and Promiſe is, 
he ſpeaks as comfortably. in his. Ward as 
ever, he cannot deny his own Word. | 5 
God ſometimes withdraws Comfort that | ;. 
we may Prize his Word more, and-depend | 
more upon that: . You pleaſe and honour | & 
God moſt, when you : can venture your | ,, 
Souls on his' bare Word and Promiſe.. A. 
Faith of Recumbency : on. Chriſt, in the f 
want of Comfort, doth mare hanour God I 
than the higheſt Faith of Aſſurance, _ 

. Why ſhould: Death be a Terror to them, | 
that fear God ? none need. to fear Death. þ 
that are eſcaped from the Dominion of Sin p 
and the Devil. Can you ſay you do not 
love-Chriſt, and that you- do. love Sin !: h+ 
then there is cauſe. enough for Fear ; but | 
this. were to.bely the bleſſed Spirit : he | _, 
Godly bath bope in: bis Death: A Hope of I 
Life, even atthe Point-of Death. A God- 


ly Man's Hope can never fail him, he:may | © 
want &ntible Comfort, but he doth be © 
- Tv : | Ik. 


+ "and Supports ''} 129: 
| ſtill; . Death, *tis a going .to God ; and 

ſhall a Godly. Man be afraid of: going to 
| his God?: Again; it is a Sleep, aReſt 3; are i 

weary Men :aftaid-of their Reſt, and of - 

going toffeep e:1f Death be ahEnemy,?tis'. 
{ a ſlain Enemy; Chriſt bath bten the Death - 
of Death: and why ſhould that have Ter- 
ror init, that hathno Lifein it ? A Godly 
Mans 4 real Gainer by Death : He gains 
more by his Death, than ever he: got all 
his Life long, viz.: Happimels and Joy that. 
ſhalt never end. . Again; tho Death ſepa-! 
rates Relations here, yet Death cannever 
ſeparate the Godly. Mars:Sout and; Body 
from Chriſt : Both ſtill continue united nn-- 
to Chriſt. ' They fleep in Jeſus, God is fall 
their God, and therefore let not the Saints 
of God be afraid of Death, *' 7 «© 


' PRE £44;1t. The Lord Faketh Pleaſure m 
they} that feny him, in them that bope in bis 
Percy Then oor Prayers pleaſe God,” 
when they are put up to him in Faith and 
hope of his Mercy. Povr trembling Sonls 
je | chat meditate nothing but Terror, Httle' 
f | fhink how It would pleaſe God, to {ee 

thern to hope m- his-Merey. They are 
y | conſcious tb thertifelves how they have dif-- 
} | pleaſed God; bit hope itt God Mercy,and 
he will take Pleafvre in thee. They —_ 
mo 
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moſt Honour'to God that are moſt admi- 
ring and magnifying of his Mercy. His 
Heart: 8:moft.feton Mercy, in all the Ma- 


nifeſtations af : 3t.; : Therefore :1et' poor : 


drooping Souls ftill maintain Hope in the 
Mercy of God throagh Chriſt”. | | 


This-is certain, in every Affliftive Pro- 


vidence to Believers, there is more Mercy 
than' Wrath; nay, *tis all Mercy in the 
Iflve; ' and not'in revengeful Wrath, but 
Paternal Anger, . They have Supports un- 
derall; ſometimes they-may be under De- 
ſertion, and no Comforts'of God' come in«- 


to their Souls; they are ready to ſay, Lord, | 
why cafteth:thou off my Soul !; but then they: | 
have this to ſupport them; they can love... / 
God and mourn after his Favour ; tho he-- 


ſeems to be gone from them, they can look 
after him,; and long for his Return 3 and 
this is ſuchan Effect of Grace, that is-more 
worth than the whole, World. Suſten- 


tation, faith Mr. Baines, I thank God I have,,. 


tho Suavities I have none: Sickneſs, and 


Sorrow, and Death that are the Fruits of . | 
Sin, none can be..exempted from ; but . | 
Grace doth this for-Believers : The Curſe, . | 
the Hurt, the Venom of all is taken away ;., 


they are Gainers by all, 2 Cor.'4, 16. Tho 


our outward Man, &c. All works for their 


good: 


ns Me 4. ew 240 ws an anc aa.-. 
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ana Gere, y__ 
good : Others have Comforts with a Curſe, 
but Believers have Croſſes with a Bleſſing. 
The 'Guilt of $in/the. Grace of” God'in 
Chtiſt doth quite take away from all Be- 
lieyers, Heb:8.12; Pardoning Mercy. clears 
the Soul of 'Guilt. : What'Comfort is this 
to ſuch, that by the Grace of Juſtification 
through Chrilt, they-are in God's account 
Righteous ! And upon. the- account of 
Chriſt their Righteouſneſs, they may come 


 intoGod?s Preſence with as Aſſured Wel- 


come, 'as Adam in'Paradiſe, or the Angels 


,- Now . it! Heaven. 'This thou mayſt be 


aſſured. of; that: Chriſt will not break the 
brttiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax. 
Tho thy Faith be fo. ſmall; that it yields not 
Light to others, nor Heat to thy own Heart, 
yet Chriſt diſcerns and accepts it. But cana 
Man have the Exerciſe of Grace, and.not 


{ know it; fear God, and not diſcern it ? 


: J clear in rd Apprebenſon. Oy 


Lanſwer, Yes, . ſome Graces may then -be 
acted, and diſcerned by: others, as well as 
at any other time; He may fear God :as 
truly and as much as ever, and yet his 
Grace may not have Light to. diſcover it 
ſelf to him. It may. have a being, and 
working in 'the Heart, when it's not 
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| XIIE. | 
-: Hearken untothe Voice-of God,O.poor, | 
doubting, difconſolate Sinner? Why dolt 
- chau. paſs Sentence againſt thy ſelf ?'/Thou 
. ſayſt, O:my Sinsare very many We} but 
- the Mercies of God are far more. .Q but 
my Sins are very great !.' True, but 4he 

Mercies of God are far greater. O: but 
- my Sins: are-of Rs; Fw, 
-but yet:thy\Sins are but; Sins of - Time, . his 
- Mercies:are the 'Meretes/of Eternity. O 
_ but my Sinsare greater than'you are aware 
: of, they are: Crimſon, Scarlet Sins ! How 
- great. are they? -Are_they as great asithe 
-Sins of: Afana/ſeh, that:wasa Wizard, that 
:Hiled Feru/alem with. Blood, yet God par- 

doned'him? :Are they greater than the 

Sins of 71ary Magdalen, ont of whom were 
:caſtſeven Devils, and yet God had Mercy 
: for: her? O-buttÞfeat the Stock: of Mercy | 
-i5 quite ſpent:}:No, his:-Mercy endures for 
-ever, 2: is frdmeverlafting to everiafiing. 
-ButT have exceedingly:abirted Mercy! yet 
- remember;that tho thay haſthnned again/i 
his Mercy, yet thou haſt not finned above 
: his Mercy ;. Ifa:55..8. a” Thoughts are nt 
: 45 your: Thoughts, nor.amiy H/ays.as your Ways ; 
as the Heavens are..ghove the Earth, fo are 
my Thoughts above your Thoughts. audi) 


Ways above your Ways 
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